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REPORT OF W.I. MEETINGS HELD NOVEMBER AND                     DECEMBER 2008

November was our Annual General Meeting when two Federation advisors Mrs. Anita Boston and Mrs. Patience Broad attended.

Minutes of the last meeting were displayed and final arrangements were made for our visit to Worcester Cathedral where members were invited to the County Federation`s 90th celebratory service, and the Christmas Supper to be held at Dumbleton Cricket Club on 11th December.

Various National and County Notices were discussed and a New Speakers Morning to be held at Leigh Sinton in January.  This is where we listen to potential “new” speakers for the 2009 Handbook and always useful when making up a new and interesting programme for the coming year. 

The Secretary read an account of the Autumn Council Meeting held in October and the President read a report on the Vale Group Meeting held at Cleeve Prior.

Members collected their new WI diaries and calendars.

The A.G.M was then held and the Treasurer, Mrs. Rosemary Hammond reported a fairly healthy balance but suggested we held more fund raising activities next year in order to afford good speakers and a Denman College bursary for one member.

The Secretary, Jen Creese reported a very varied and busy year with some very satisfactory and entertaining speakers.  Christine Powell our President then proceeded to thank all members of the Committee for all their hard work, especially the 3 retiring members, Ms. Margaret Barnett, Margaret Nicklin and Nadine Simpkin.

The new Committee were then elected and two new members – Ms. Dianne Stephens and Judy Templeton were welcomed on board.  It was  unanimously agreed to re-elect Mrs. Christine Powell to continue as our President and she agreed.

She then thanked our Advisors for taking the meeting.

Mr. Will Archer, who was born and now lives with his family in Ashton, proceeded to give us a most interesting talk on his five years working and living in Kenya.  With the aid of his lap top and screen he gave us an insight into his work working for a large agricultural enterprise growing, harvesting, packing a variety of produce – most sent back to the UK within 24 hours of harvesting for distribution to supermarkets.  He was thanked by Mrs. Joan Richmond.

The December meeting included  visitors and some members from Naunton Beauchamp WI. They were welcomed by the President.

Christine reported that the visit to the Celebration Service at Worcester Cathedral had been a truly enjoyable and well organised event, with over 1000 WI members present.

Nadine Simpkin reported that the Federation shopping trip had been a very busy but enjoyable day and 6 members had attended a carol service held at the Lenches.

Wendy Sanger-Davies (Social Secretary) suggested several outings – a trip to the Malvern theatre to see “Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” and also to attend the Eckington Cookery School in March.  Several members were interested in this.

We have received a petition from Mrs. Yvonne Law of Llanwrda WI calling for the reduction of membership fees.  Most members agreed that the ever increasing cost of membership fees might possibly lose members and most signed the petition.

Birthday posies were then distributed and members enjoyed musical entertainment provided by Dentith and Price.  They were thanked by Mrs. Edna Loft.  Everyone then enjoyed a lovely buffet supper provided by members.

