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REPORT OF W.I.MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 3RD MARCH 2009

The evening was cold, wet and windy and also clashed with another meeting held in the Village, so our attendance was low – with only 15 present.

However, we enjoyed a fantastic slide show and history of Vietnam given to us by Mr. Bob Price of Cheltenham.  His presentation was very professional and the photographs and images taken mainly when he and his wife enjoyed 4 weeks in the Country.  He was lucky to have toured with a Vietnamese lady who was able to converse with the local people and take part in their various activities.  This gave their small party a much clearer insight into the Vietnamese way of life.  For many years Vietnam has struggled for autonomy.  It formed part of the French Colony of Indochina along with Cambodia and Laos. In 1941 the Japanese occupied Vietnam during their World War II sweep through S.E. Asia.  After their defeat the communists proclaimed the Democratic Republic of Vietnam.  The French then tried to re-establish control in 1945 but again were forced to retreat after 8 years of fighting.  We were then reminded of the struggle between the North and the South and the American intervention to try and prevent the spread of the Communist state (Viet Cong).  Mr. Price showed us some of the harrowing photographs of the families escaping the war zones and the effects of the chemical deforestation where trees have still not grown back.  In 1973 the Americans withdrew and eventually, after nine years struggling in Cambodia against the Chinese threat they have managed to concentrate on rebuilding their economy.  Despite it now being a communist state many different religions flourish and are depicted in every area with beautiful temples and pagodas..  The people wear colourful costumes depicting their differences and are very friendly towards tourists and visitors to their Country.  A very enjoyable and enlightening talk.  Mr. Price was thanked by Mrs. Joan Richardson.

Federation business included an outing to Wisley and Kew Gardens on 12/13 May which included transport, overnight stay and entrance.  A very good value outing for gardening fans.  The Resolution chosen to go forward to the AGM at the Albert Hall on 3rd June is “SOS for Honey Bees”.   This will hopefully encourage Government to inject more money into research into the decline in the UK of the honey bee population.  

Members were reminded of the Group Quiz to be held at Church Lench on 29th April where we shall need 4/5 knowledgeable volunteers to take part! 

Our Easter card competition for the Kathleen Milne Cup was won by Mrs. Judy Vidler

Next meeting Mrs Deborah Overton “An Historic Look at Bredon Hill”.

