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A RESUME OF THE ACTIVITIES OF ASHTON WI SINCE APRIL 2009

Ashton WI has been very active during the Summer months with various outing and visits.
Bees in May
Our May meeting included a talk from our local Beekeeper, Martin Blakeman who gave members an insight into the problems affecting honeybees.  The varroa mite has been recognized as the worst threat to the bee population in the UK but climate change certainly has an effect also, particularly when we have a mild Winter when the bees do not hibernate properly.  This weakens the hive and they become more vulnerable to virus, chemicals, etc. The talk was particularly useful as members were able to vote on the National Federation of WIs current resolution ‘SOS for honeybees’.   Members were unanimously in favour, and the delegate attending the A.G.M. was duly informed.

June Activities
June was busy with teas for Open Gardens, a visit to the Eckington Cookery School, Whittington Court and one of our members took part in a golf competition at Kirtlington, Oxfordshire, against five other Federations, and won –being the only Worcestershire representative taking part. Our speaker this month was Amanda Davies a local lady thatcher.  This was a most interesting and lively talk.  She had brought along her tools of the trade, her special boots and samples of the long straw and Norfolk reed which is used today.
Promoting the WI

Although Ashton WI is very successful, a campaign to promote the Institute and encourage new and hopefully younger membership was initiated with a leaflet drop.  This was carried out in July. 

Gilly Aspey read a report from the delegate who attended the AGM in London on 2nd June. Gilly is representing our Evesham group next year as delegate at Cardiff. 
 The speaker that evening was a Mrs. Ann Blagden who gave a talk on belly dancing.  She performed 
three exquisite dances and invited members to join in.  A very good exercise to keep fit and supple!
August Rains

The August afternoon meeting was again rained on!  We hastened to the Village Hall where out speaker was Mr. Rod Quilter whose talk ‘Remarkable Restraints’ gave a history of corsetry down the ages. He had brought with him some amazing examples of corsets and bras -  some exotic, some most complicated with laces, whale-boned and looking most uncomfortable.

The term ‘straight laced’ obviously emanated from these monstrosities.
September Success

Our President, Christine Powell, welcomed members from five other WIs and also some guests from Ashton at our September meeting.  Our recruitment campaign seems to have been working as we have enlisted at least 3 new members!  This was our Open Meeting for the year and our speaker was Mrs Sandy Cale from the Worcester Tourist Office.  With the aid of her laptop she gave a most fascinating insight into Georgian Worcester from 1774 – 1830.  Apart from the notable architecture, she spoke of the craftsmanship of porcelain, weaving, glove making and of course the still famous Worcester sauce.  Famous families lived in Worcester at this time, which included the Revd George Osborne who started Sunday schools to help poor children and the Berkeley family who built almshouses. 
Christine then informed everyone of the new programme which Gilly Aspey and Judith Templeton are putting together.  This may be entered in the National competition to be held next year. 
Carol Service in Ashton

Members were reminded of the forthcoming Carol Service to be organised by Ashton WI for the Evesham group of 11 other WIs.  This to be held on 12th December and Gilly is putting together what promises to be a most enjoyable service.  Refreshments to be held later at the Village Hall. A ploughman’s supper with wine was enjoyed afterwards.

