Minutes of the Ashton Community Centre held on 16th March 2011

 in the Green Room
(1) Present:  Tony Lewis, Sarah Lane, Brian Stephens, Ruth Barnett,    Gerald Barnett, Doreen Cope, Jo Brown, Penny Scotland, Wendy Shirra and Jen Creese 

(2) Apologies:  Derick Reese

(3)  Minutes:  Minutes of the previous meeting, dated 29th September 2010        had been circulated and were approved and signed by the Chairman.

(4)  Matters arising: 

Village Supper and Village events.  This had proved a successful evening and total profit made was £644.51. The two Shindig production held in October and November had made a combined  profit of  £127.00.
Village Hall Sign.  Brian reported that Smartcut had removed the dead foliage obstructing the Village Hall sign and agreed to highlight the lettering during the next half-term holiday. 

Hand rail in disabled toilet.  Tony reported that this had now been installed and also a similar rail had been installed at the Cricket Pavilion toilet.

(3) Kitchen oven quotes:  No progress had been made regarding obtaining
        quotations from possible suppliers.  Jen agreed to pursue this with Vale
        Kitchens.         

(4) Dual Use agreement:  A meeting has been arranged with the Head                                                             
Mistress, for 5th May at 10.0am.  Sarah and Brian to attend.
(5) Report on Playground equipment 

This was reported to be well used at present by youngsters and adults. The Chairman thanked all those concerned in the project, especially Jo, Penny and Brian.  Brian gave the end financial report as follows:

£2,500.00 Parish Council

£8,500.00 Open Gardens fund (plus VAT at 20%)

Total £10,200.00

Safety Sign for new equipment:  Another warning sign was discussed to highlight correct use and possible risk to young children (under 12).  Sarah to contact Signs- R- Us and Acorns for quotations.

It was noted that garden rubbish was again being dumped near footpath by tennis courts.  Doreen would look into the matter.
Tennis Club

Tony agreed to contact Derick regarding the situation with the Tennis Club and to ask if he was willing to hand the responsibility over to the Social Centre until the situation improved and more community interest was shown. In the meantime Brian to issue invoice for the rent in the normal way.
(6) Fun Run

Penny brought details of a fun run day which could take place possibly in September.  Members agreed a good idea and it was suggested Committee contact Mr. Byrd regarding the use of the arboretum next to the playing fields for this.

(7) Financial Report

Brian reported as follows:

Current account    ££8,800.00

Deposit account        £ 732.00

Note:  Outstanding bills to pay approximately £1,400.00

He estimated that by the end of March there would be £7,000 in current account and that £2,000 would be available towards the refurbishing of the kitchen with new cookers, dishwasher, etc. together with any money received from the 2011 Open Gardens.
(8) Playgroup

Ruth reported a very good outcome with the latest Ofsted report (see attached report), from satisfactory in 2005 to Good.  She added that latest requirements requested the children used paper towels and to adjust the hot water taps as water is much too hot at present.

(9) Any other business

Weatherboarding at Village Hall

It was agreed to speak to the Headmistress before going ahead with this and also to discuss the repair and polishing of VH floor.
Piano tuning – It was agreed that Jen contact Vale Pianos and get this organized.
Paper Towel Holder in Kitchen – It was agreed to purchase a new holder as the present one is broken.

Next meeting: AGM Wednesday, 18th May 7.30pm
