Minutes of the Community Centre Committee held on                                  Thursday, 25th February 2010 in the Green Room
(1) Present: Tony Lewis (Chair), Penny Scotland (Secretary), Brian

Stephens (Treasurer), Jo Brown, Ruth Barnett, Gerry Barnett, Doreen Cope, Wendy Shirra, and Jenny Creese.
Also present: Mrs. Sarah Lane, Mr. John Kenrick, Chairman of the Governors of Ashton First School and Mr. Ian Facer.       

Apologies: Mr. Derick Rees

Chairman welcomed guests and members of Committee.

(2) Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated and were duly 

 signed by the Chairman.

(3) Matters arising:

a. Barn Dance – this was reported to have been a great success and well attended by families from the Village.  Overhaul profit made £258.37.

b. Disabled toilet – hand rail.   Tony has obtained various quotes ranging from £68 to £475.  It was agreed that this needed to be sturdy and safe and needed more consideration.  John Kenrick suggested we got advice from Chris Neith, Architect to the County Council.  
c. Noticeboard – The question of putting a notice board in the main foyer was discussed and the Headmistress had been approached regarding a suitable space.  Her opinion was that space was very limited and she suggested that the noticeboard outside the main doors could be made available to the Social Centre and Committee agreed that this was more likely to be read and observed generally. Secretary to write and agree this with the Head.

d. Wickstead report.

Tony explained to visitors that this Company had originally provided the play equipment at the playing fields and were employed to make an annual inspection and report back to Committee any faults/new parts needs (to conform to health and safety regulations).  He reported that the most immediate task was to replace the catch on entrance gate to make safer for small fingers and to rake the bark, particularly under swings.  A new chain for one of the swings to be replaced and a single cradle seat at a future date but was not a priority.

(4) Playing fields:

It was reported that the goal mouths need filling in and reseeding as soon as the football season ends. It had been two years since the pitch had been sprayed at a cost of £411.  Secretary agreed to get quote from Smartcut to include spraying, aerating, seeding and attending to goal mouth at Tennis court end of pitch.  Nick Organ has consulted with Penny and has offered help if needed. 
(5) Treasurers report: Brian reported a healthy balance as follows:-
Current account - £8495.00 (which includes Open Gardens money)
Deposit account - £8540.00

Cash in hand      - £  405.00  

He also reminded Committee that we still have money from Open Gardens which originally was intended for more equipment for play area.  Due to lack of response from Village this might now be needed for more urgent repairs to Village Hall etc.

(6)Village Hall Maintenance:
Tony reported that water has been coming off roof at North side of Hall and weather boarding was in need of repair and painting. John K would consult with School regarding employing their maintenance contractor, and hopefully reducing cost.
Flooring in Hall:

The poor state of the floor was brought to Committees` attention.  It would need some repairs, stripping and rebuffing.  This had previously been done at a cost of £2,000.  Penny to look into the cost again repeating this or possibly a total replacement.

(7) Village Booklet
Mr. Ian Facer has kindly agreed to bring this up to date and make certain additions (local businesses etc.).  He was thanked by the Chairman for this
long overdue task.

(8) Mikron Theatre
Penny reported that the Company was hoping to continue coming to Ashton with their productions.  It was agreed to defer this to 2011 as attendances had been poor in comparison to the Shindig productions.

(9) Any other business:

a. Summer acitivities – Jo, Wendy and Ruth felt that last years efforts had been hard work and a lot of people came at the last minute because the weather was bad. Wychavon also provide many activities for youngsters during summer holidays.  It was agreed not to do this again.
b. Liason with School:

Mr. John Kenrick stated that as Chairman of the School Governers, he hoped that in future there would be better communication between the Social Centre and the School.  Brian recommended and proposed that the agreement between the two bodies be rewritten, particularly as the School was now using the kitchen (this, at present, not part of the agreement). The Committee was not opposed the school using the kitchen, but it was noted that at times the kitchen and stage were left in an untidy state and not acceptable for letting for functions outside school hours and weekends.  John agreed to report this problem and discuss with Head and staff.

c.Letting of Hall:

Doreen reported that a party with two bands and a bar had been booked in April.  The scale of charged was not available at the meeting but it would be located and a charge decided by the Treasurer and the Letting Secretary.

It was also agreed to make sure the Headmistress be notified of bookings made of the Hall.

d.Water heaters in Green Room:

Ruth thanked Committee for the installation of two new heaters.
Next meeting A.G.M. Thursday, 29th April 

