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Schedule of Services 
The Parish of Overbury with Teddington, Alstone and  Little Washbourne,  

with Beckford and Ashton under Hill 

BCP Book of Common Prayer  CW Book of Common Worship 

HC Holy Communion  MP Morning Prayer  EP Evening Prayer 
 

Morning Prayers will be said: 

at 8.30 am on Tuesday at Teddington, Thursday at Alstone, 

at 9.00 am on first & third Fridays, and 8.30 am on second, fourth, & fifth at Ashton. 

Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00 am on Wednesday in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
 

Clergy 

Canon Matthew Baynes  Revd Terry Henderson  Revd Susan Renshaw 

Revd Clive Parr    Revd Christine Turpin, Assistant Curate 

 

Readers 

Captain Dennis Oxley, Church Army  John Dodge 

Roger Palmer      Kalantha Brewis  

 Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

2nd October 

15
th

 Sunday 

after Trinity 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

J Dodge 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

C Turpin 

11.00 am 

Harvest 

Festival 

C Turpin 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

C Turpin 

 

9th October 

16
th

 Sunday 

after Trinity 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

T Henderson 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

T Henderson 

6.00 pm 

Evening 

Worship 

Lay Team 

11.00 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

R Palmer 

  

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

D Oxley 

16th October 

17
th

 Sunday 

after Trinity 

11.00 am 

Family Service 

M Baynes 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

M Baynes 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

M Baynes 

6.00 pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

D Oxley 

 

23rd October 

Last Sunday 

after Trinity 

10.00 am 

United CW HC 

T Henderson 

   

6.00 pm 

Bible Sunday 

Service 

M Baynes/ 

D Oxley 

30th October 

4
th

 Sunday 

before Advent 

4.00 pm 

All Souls 

Service 

T Henderson 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

S Renshaw 

  

10.00 am 

CW HC 

S Renshaw 

6th November 

3
rd

 Sunday 

before Advent 

11.00 am 

CW HC 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

11.00 am 

Family Service 
 

9.30 am 

CW HC 
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Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
Will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown, in you and you in me? 
 

        John Bell & Graham Maule 
 

The 500 mile journey from Bredon Hill to Iona is a fairly well-worn pilgrimage route, 
and it is by no means the first time that the Beckford Group minibus has had to cope 
with the rigours of a single track Hebridean road. Yet, for 11 out of the 14 people 
from the Bredon Hill Group, this was the first time that they had been to stay on this 
very special island. For many people, when they think about Iona, they think about 
the music, like the hymn above or the Celtic liturgy which we use from time to time 
as an alternative worship. Although this is a very significant aspect of the Iona 

Community, it is not the most important part of the Iona pilgrimage experience.  

George Macleod, the redoubtable Church of Scotland Minister and founder of the 
modern Iona Community, described Iona as "a ‘thin place’ - only a tissue paper 
separating the material from the spiritual”. It is as though the distance between 
earth and heaven seems somehow reduced when you are staying on the island. There 
is no doubt that this sense is enhanced by the beauty of Iona which is utterly 
captivating, especially when the sun shines and the waters of the sea turn a deep 
blue.  And yet I think it is more than that: it is the almost overpowering feeling one 
has of being in a place which has been a focus for the Christian faith and devotion for 
nearly 1500 years. It is a history which began on that day in 563 when St Columba first 
stepped onto Iona’s shores and established the island as a place from where the 
gospel would be proclaimed. Little did he know then that this would have an influence 
well beyond its own boundaries and for centuries into the future. As one walks around 
this beautiful spot it is as though Christian faith has been imprinted into the very 

granite itself. 

Those who stay in the Abbey when on pilgrimage to Iona do not go as observers, but 
for the time that they are there become members of the Iona Community, taking part 
in all aspects of the community life. The abbey can welcome around 40 guest 
members each week, and those who come very often represent many different 
nations and Christian backgrounds. During our week we enjoyed the company of 
Norwegian, American and German pastors, as well as people from Scotland, Holland 
and South Africa. There were even guest members from that most exotic of locations 
The Forest of Dean! The opportunity to talk, pray and worship with so diverse a group 
is both a privilege and a life-changing experience.  Such a dialogue offers refreshing 
new insights and allows us to set aside many false preconceptions that we may have 
about those who come from other countries and have grown up in different Christian 

traditions. It also helps us to look at our faith in new and exciting ways. 

Those of us who returned from Iona did so with our eyes opened and with treasured 
memories, some quite amazing (seeing leaping dolphins on the trip to 
Staffa), some a bit more challenging (Susan and Christine's experience of 

being chased by a bull). We also returned with a very real sense of 
having grown in fellowship with one another and of having had a 
real opportunity to deepen our faith. Susan and I are considering 
leading another group in 2013. Make a note in your diary and ask 

yourself - is God calling you to an experience that will leave you changed 
and enriched?                                                             

        Matthew Baynes      

Canon Matthew Baynes 

Priest in Charge Beckford Group Parish 
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MORE 2011 Dates for your Diary ………. 
 

The following events will be taking place in and around Bredon Hill during October. 
8th October Tech Fest – Discover Technology! Beckford Village Hall, 11am – 4.30pm 
8th October Cheltenham Symphony Orchestra Concert, Tewkesbury Abbey, 7.30pm  
22nd October Santiago String Quartet, St. John the Baptist, Beckford, 8pm 
 

Please check out our online diary too at www.bredonvillage.com and click on “Diary”.  
You can also find out more detail for each entry. 
 

For contact details re events and if you have any dates you wish to be included, 
please email or call Joan Needham on 01684 772689 email: 
jneedham@toucansurf.com  

7.8.11 Baptism  - My first two year old.  

Well nearly two. She seemed to know what she wanted and did not want 
anyway. Pre warned about squirming two year olds, I ensured Dad wrestled with 

the candidate. Fine, although Dad got a little wet. Sorry Dad. I don’t believe you can 
baptise an inanimate object, otherwise I fear his watch may have left the Church with a name 
it did not come in with!!  (I hope it was waterproof. Note to self - add that to the check list 

for the Baptism preparation visit. ) 

19th to 26th Aug – Iona Pilgrimage 

It’s a long way, to trip a ferry, it’s a long way to go. Especially when the ferry is from Mull 
and you are getting there in a minibus. Still it was luxurious compared to the Coracle that 

Columba must have travelled in. We had chocolate too.  

Any discomfort behind us, we enjoyed a week of community life with its joys and its more 
trying moments. It is indeed a place where the veil between heaven and earth is thinner. At 

its best, serene and very beautiful. A thin place.  

It did however seem momentarily thicker again when I was forced into communal singing 
(with actions –‘over the sea’ oh yes), and when confronted with an agitated advancing bull. 
Sorry, no room to expand, you will have to use your imaginations – or even ask me, if I haven’t 

bored you with it already.  

3.9.11 Wedding  - Triumph over adversity 

Anxiety this morning, on hearing that the Father of the Bride was in Casualty, turned to relief 
a couple of hours later, on hearing that all was well and the Father had been stitched up 
tidily. Fortunately it was a late wedding and all was well, if limping slightly, when the time 

came for the big walk down the aisle.  

Good old NHS. Though in vogue to malign it, most NHS hospital workers are genuinely caring 

people doing their best in increasingly difficult circumstances.   

9.9.11  Last Rites, the first time.   

Called in this evening to say prayers (last rites) for a lady unknown to me in hospital. I set off 

agitated, anxious and a little nervous, as this was my first time.  

Though apparently ‘unconscious’, she responded to the words, at times. She smiled and I 
faltered. Inwardly if not openly. How moved and humbled I was, feeling I was being used by 
God to reach this woman. To bring her comfort and hope. To help her in letting go. Those 
moments were some of the most real  I have had in my Curacy so far. ‘This is what its about’ I 

thought. ‘Being a channel. This is real’.  

Great is the mystery of faith.       Christine  Turpin Christine  Turpin Christine  Turpin Christine  Turpin     

The Curate Cogitates  

Revd. Christine Turpin, Assistant Curate to the Bredon Hill Group of Parishes  
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All Souls Memorial Service 

Our Annual Memorial service will take place on Sunday 30th October at 4pm at 
Ashton under Hill. This is an opportunity for anyone to come to church and remember 
someone who has died. As usual we extend a particular invitation to the friends and 

relatives of a person who has died in the past year.  

The service will be a great service of hope, and a positive reaffirmation of Christ’s 
resurrection. We will include by name in the service all those who have died within 
the Beckford Group Parish, or whose funeral we have taken in the last year, but if you 
would like to have another name added to the list please contact Helen at the parish 

office on a Friday morning 881349, or by email helen.parishoffice@toucansurf.com 

Please pass on the information about this service to anyone, who you think, may find 

it helpful. 

Invitation to a Parish Harvest Tea on Tuesday 4th October 

You are welcome to come for Tea and Cake at Harvest time on 
Tuesday 4th October at 3.00 pm in Beckford Village Hall.  If you would 
like to come it would be helpful if you could let your local 

churchwardens know to give us some idea of numbers;  don’t worry if 
you forget to do so – please come anyway!  Contact details of churchwardens can be 

found on the back page of the magazine. 

Christmas is Coming!  

There will be a Christmas Fair at The Old Farmhouse on the afternoon of 
Saturday 19th November to raise funds for St Richard’s Hospice and St. 
Barbara’s Church Fabric Fund.  There will be Christmas cards for sale, 
Christmas crafts and gifts, Cakes and Preserves, Teas, a grand Raffle, and 
more!  Contributions to any of the stalls or help on the day would be 
greatly appreciated:  please contact Alex Dodge on 881487 if you would like 

to help in any way.  Further details to follow in November. 

The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted at any time on  

01684 772237   or email mbaynes@toucansurf.com 
 

 The Curate, Rev’d Christine Turpin can be contacted on 

01386 882263, or email c.turpin@mac.com 

OUR PARISH NEEDS A NEW ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER 

At the annual parochial church meeting this year our Electoral Roll Officer, Laurence 
Alexander announced that, having held the post of ERO for over 30 years, he is 

standing down. 

In simple terms the Roll is a list of names and addresses of our church’s 
membership.  It lasts for 6 years being revised annually.  Being on the Roll grants the 
ability to take up a church office, be elected to the PCC or just attend the Annual 
Meeting where you can have a voice on church matters, exercise a vote and elect our 

PCC and representatives to the Deanery Synod. 

Someone in each of the 5 villages helps the Electoral Roll Officer compile the Roll and 
update it yearly.  The totals are put together, the list is revised and a Roll total is 
then presented to the Annual Meeting.  This is then certified to the Diocesean Office 

and a copy of the certificate issued and displayed at each of our churches. 

The PCC need someone to take over this once-a-year job NOW, so if you could do this 
please tell Matthew Baynes. If you want further details of what is involved please 

contact Laurence Alexander (01386 881814). 
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News and Musings from St. Nicholas Cottage 

In Memory of Mr Louis Laurent Hill 

Mr Louis Hill died after a brief stay in Worcester Royal Hospital on the 
27th August. His funeral took place in St. Barbara’s Church, Ashton 

under Hill on Wednesday 7th September. 

Louis was born in London on the 14th February 1918, toward the end 
of the First Great War, a war in which more men were killed in battle than in any 
other war. He and his younger brother were brought up by an aunt in Guiseley, part of 
Greater Leeds. His aunt was a keen member of a local Chapel and lovingly played the 
role of mother to the two boys. Both Louis and Ken were educated at the local 

Grammar School. 

Before World War II, Louis joined the Royal Air Force and he rose to the rank of 
Sergeant. When war broke out, he was serving at Castle Bromwich with 605 Fighter 

Squadron, City of Birmingham Auxiliary Air Force. 

He was sent overseas to the Far East and, in 1942, he was captured by the Japanese 
and was a prisoner of war for three years. He was forced to work in the coal mines 
and the conditions and treatment they received was notoriously evil. Louis saw many 
of his fellow prisoners die and Louis himself had both malaria and pneumonia and 
survived despite the fact that there was no medical provision for the prisoners. 

Somehow, Louis put that behind him and would not allow it to sour the rest of his life.  

Louis came by circuitous route back to England and was stationed at Cosford where he 
met Joyce. They were married, after his demobilisation, in St. Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton under Hill in 1946. His first job in civvy street was a porter at Ashton Station. 
Louis delighted in the job. Porters were not well paid at that time but it was a start 

and Louis enjoyed the work. 

For Louis, however, the chief enjoyment was his family. Louis and Joyce had two 
daughters, Lynette now living in Evesham and Pauline living near Worcester. There 
are eight grandchildren and ten great grandchildren. Louis retired at the age of 62 
years. He and Joyce enjoyed holidays at home and abroad and while health 
permitted, he greatly valued the large garden at Willow Close. The simple pleasures 

of life were rated very highly by Louis. 

The last year or so of Louis’ life was enriched by the kindness and cheerfulness of the 
carers who ministered to his needs and enabled him to live at home. Louis and the 
whole family appreciated all they did for him. At the refreshments after the service, I 
sat at table with two key people. A lady from Zimbabwe was one of the loved carers. 
Her outgoing cheerfulness and love meant so much to Louis and the family. Then 
there was Kelvin Pratt, the neighbour next door, always on hand to help with 

whatever needed to be done. 

Although we are right to celebrate a long life of a war veteran, let us also realise that 
a widow who has enjoyed married life for nearly 65 years and who has centred her 
energies on her husband and his well-being, finds an emptiness and void which seems 
like a mountain which once might have been conquered but now is so large that it can 

no longer be conquered.  

In his twenties, Louis conquered malaria and pneumonia without any medication. 
Perhaps a fellow prisoner gave him his own ration of water or part of it. That prisoner 
had no idea Louis would live to 93 years old. He thought he would live until he gave 
him another drink the next day. He hoped that he might return to England but that 
was not then a certainty. The uncertainties did not stop him doing what he could for 
Louis. Those prisoners were out of their comfort zone but they did what they could to 

help one another.  
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Our world would be a better place if more of us did something for one another – even 
when we are uncertain that it will do any good; or to put it another way, even when 
the odds of it doing any good are very great. So, let us not grow weary with well-

doing. 

Well-doing fatigue is a nasty ailment! If some had not fought against it, Louis Hill 
might not have lived to the ripe old age of 93. I could not think who had written “let 
us not grow weary with well-doing”. I knew it was in the Bible somewhere! It is St 
Paul in Galatians ch. 6 verse 9. No doubt, after reading the Bible for over 70 years I 
should know that. But it is more important that I should know God is saying it today to 

me – particularly when I am reluctant to do something.  

Dennis Oxley 

From The Registers: 
Weddings: 
Ashton:    27th August Amy Wood-Williams and James Baker 
Overbury:   9th September  Carys Bryant and Liam Taylor 
Beckford:   27th August Kirby Williams and Paul Pinfield 
    3rd September Alice Hopkins and Matthew Stayte 
Baptisms: 
Overbury:  4th September Alex John Randles and Jessica Rose Baker 

Macmillan Cancer Support  

Coffee Morning 
 

15th October, 10am - 12.30pm 

Beckford Village Hall 

The AGM of the Friend’s of St. Faiths. Charity no. 519354 

Sunday October 9th at 12.00 in St. Faiths, Overbury following the 11.00 service. 

The aim of the Friends is to help maintain the building and fabric of the church by 
making regular donations to a fund which is used to support projects such as replacing 
stonework and repairing gutters. We meet once a year to discuss how best to use the 

funds. If you are interested please come along.   Bridget Worley, 725518 (secretary)    

Thank Goodness it's Friday 

Coffee Morning 
 

Friday 28th October,    

10.30am at  

Beckford Church 

All Welcome. Proceeds to 

Church Funds. 

TEDDINGTON QUIZ NIGHT 

Saturday 26th November, Teddington Village Hall, 7:30 pm 

Cost £5 per person, teams of 4 people. 
 

It is that time of year again!  

So dust off your thinking caps and book a team. 
 

A ploughman’s bap to be served half way through. Please bring own drinks.  

If you would like to donate a raffle prize it would be gratefully received. 

Call Anne & Phil Clark on 01242 621157 to book a place. 
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Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to Worcester 
 

October 14th & 28th 
 
 

Picks up from all villages on request.  
 

Call Andy Richmond  881237  or  Andrew Barnett  881145 

ST  FAITH’s OVERBURY 

September has been a month of celebrations at St Faith’s. Our Family Service included 
the baptisms of Alex Randle and Jessica Baker and the church was filled with friends, 
relations and godparents, some of whom had travelled a long way in order to  warmly 
welcome the two young baptisees (both of whom behaved beautifully) into our 

Christian family.   

The following week, on Friday 9th September, Carys Bryant, daughter of Paul and Sian 
from Dairy Farm House, married her fiancé, Liam Taylor, with the ceremony 
conducted by the Reverend Susan Renshaw. The church was beautifully decorated 
with flowers arranged by Wendy Harrison and Nicky Sentance and the ushers’, 
bridesmaids’ and families’ outfits all continued the purple theme, which created a 

wonderfully striking impression at this very happy occasion. 

St Faith’s Harvest Festival is combining with the Family Service on 2nd October and 
promises to be another celebratory event. This is also Overbury’s “Back To Church” 
Sunday, so we are hoping that as many people as possible, whether they be regular 
churchgoers or not, will join us. After the service we are holding a very informal Bring 
and Share Harvest Lunch in the Village Hall for anybody who would like to come. Any 
small contribution to the meal will be appreciated, but if you don’t have time to 
prepare or buy anything just come anyway - there is always more than enough to go 
round! There will be a raffle for a Harvest Hamper but attendance at the lunch is 

completely free of charge. 

 

MESSAGE OF THANKS 

Sian and I would like to express our sincere thanks to all our 
friends and neighbours for their support and best wishes on the 
occasion of our eldest daughter Cary’s marriage to her fiancé and 
best friend Liam at Saint Faith's Church Overbury on Friday 9th of 

September. 

A special “thank you” to Susan for officiating at the Wedding Service and 
making the ceremony so personal for the happy couple; to everyone who 
helped in tidying the churchyard; to Nikki and Wendy for their beautiful 
flower arrangements, Anne for her musical accompaniment during the 
service, and Gill Humphrey for organising the choir - it was an 
absolute joy to hear their beautiful voices throughout the ceremony; and to the bell 
ringers - the first tear of the day was when the bridesmaids heard the bells for the 
first time! Also, thank you Jill for making the necessary alterations to the "chief" 
bridesmaid's dress; to Dale and his team at the Yew Tree Inn for arranging a wonderful 
pre wedding celebration; to John and Lisa at Silver Rill B & B and management and 
staff at the Beckford Inn for accommodating some of our travelling guests and making 

them so very welcome.  

The Bride and Groom had, in their words, “the best day of their lives!"  

Paul & Sian Bryant 
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A View From Above 

As a 17 year old student, I am not the most likely person you would 

expect to be so keen on ringing church bells, or more technically, 

Campanology. I have been ringing the bells at Ashton and Beckford for 

just over two and a half years, and still by no means have I mastered the 

skill. I could go as far to say that I have barely scratched the surface of the 

craft of bell ringing! 

It is a most extraordinary pastime to get involved with, which is what 

inspired me to take it up for my skill section for the Duke of Edinburgh 

Bronze award in 2009. In my first visit to a bell ringing practise session, I 

was completely baffled. The amount of concentration and effort required 

to pull off a successful ringing method is truly astonishing, and from the 

start I knew that this was no easy skill to learn, let alone master.   

As a skill, Church bell ringing is, I believe, unique. The bells themselves are 

an absolute joy to ring, and when they sound just right, it is, arguably, one 

of the most rewarding sounds you will ever hear. The fact that there is 

such a wide range of ringing patterns makes the joys of bell ringing 

almost endless, but not without a considerable amount of practise (and 

maybe a broken bell stay or two!) 

Campanology is challenging, but can be done by all ages. It takes a lot of commitment, 

good teamwork and concentration, but the sound of a well struck peal can make the 

hard work worth every second. Ringing at the churches of our parish has helped me to 

get involved with the local community, meet new people and help me achieve my Duke 

of Edinburgh Bronze and Silver awards. But it is so much more than a hobby, it is an 

important service that we provide for the church. 

It is a fantastic skill to learn, and I would highly recommend it to anyone wanting to take 

up something new and different to anything you may have done before.  

Our band will always 

welcome new ringers, 

plus if you become skilled 

enough you may get a 

chance to earn a little 

money at weddings!  

So if you have the time, 

and are prepared to 

commit to something 

different and worthwhile, 

then bell ringing is an 

opportunity that you may 

not want to pass by.     

Tower Captain Nick Hopkins (far left) and the band of ringers.            Ellis Whitehouse 

Tuesday is practise night, 7:30 - 9pm, alternating between Ashton and Beckford. If you 

would like to find out more about ringing the bells at Beckford or Ashton, contact Tower 

Captain Nick Hopkins, 01386 881711. 
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Beckford Christmas Market 

Just a reminder that the Market will be on Saturday December 3rd so please 
keep items back for us. Does anyone want to run the Raffle - perhaps for 

the Village Hall Roof Fund?   Tel 01386 881373 (Yo Yates). 

News from the Chapelries 
 

The Annual Parish Service at St. Mary's Little Washbourne, held on August 28th, was 
very well attended and the collection for the CATCH Project resulted in a cheque 

being sent to the Reverend Margie Schutte for £163.50p 

We'd like to say  thank you to Robin and Jane Rogers of Alstone Fields Farm for hosting 
our very successful Summer Barbecue in their lovely garden on  September 4th. It was 

a very happy occasion and  made over £800 for the Chapelry funds.  

The chapelries now have a new treasurer, Mike Wignall of Teddington, who has very 
kindly agreed to take over as treasurer from Harry Jeffery. Welcome Mike and thank 

you Harry for looking after our finances over many years.  
 

Trouble Up At T’Post Office in 1927 

The recent united service at Little Washbourne’s fine old chapel reminded us of a 

1927 incident in the long history of the hamlet’s links with Alstone over burials.  

For centuries the people of Little Washbourne, mindful of the wetness of the ground 
there and the Shakespearean Gravedigger’s quip about water being “a sore decayer of 

your whoreson dead body”, were buried at Alstone.  

By the 1920s Alstone churchyard had run out of space and the Gist family donated a 
strip of the Manor kitchen garden to extend the churchyard on the south. Sunday 29th 
May 1927 was set for the consecration of the strip by the Bishop of Worcester and a 

confirmatory telegram was sent by Canon Lea, Vicar of Overbury.  

Unfortunately the telegram gave the day as Saturday. The mistake was spotted in 
time, the Bishop did his bit on the right day and an apology came 

from the Worcester Post Master.  

Canon Lea had drafted the telegram correctly and his 
subsequent comments are amusing (though possibly 

libellous): “I am told that it is all done by 
telephone so it may have been one of the young 
ladies from the Worcester Post Office or even the 
Kemerton Post Mistress who is somewhat deaf! At 
any rate the telegram and reply cost me 3s 11d 

and for that sum one expects accuracy.” 

The Evening Service for Bible Sunday 

will be held at Teddington Church on October 23rd at 6pm 

where we will be joined by the Ashton Free Church. 
 

This year the guest speaker will be the Venerable Ron Hesketh CB, former Chaplain in 

Chief RAF and Chairman of the Naval, Military & Air Force Bible Society.  

He will preach about his work with that organisation and will bring a small selection of 

bibles and materials.     We look forward to seeing you.. 
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BECKFORD WI 

Our September meeting was a demonstration 
by Jo Morris, one of our members, on the art 
of felt-making.   Jo roped in a couple of 
volunteers to try their hand at wet felting  
which is ideal for making pictures or for a 
piece of fabric that can to be used in making 
cushions or bag.  Jo showed us some very 
attractive examples that she had made.  The 
two volunteers made some very creditable 
felt considering that it was their first time. 
Another technique involves using a very sharp 
burred needle and stabbing away at the wool 
in a mould similar to a pastry cutter. This 
produced some very pretty hearts and circles 
which could be used to decorate bags and 
cushions. Members then decorated some fir 
cones with some of the beautiful coloured 
wools that Jo had provided. Once a ribbon 
had been attached these made lovely 

decorations for Christmas. 

Donations of cakes and time were requested 
for the TechFest on Saturday, October 8th in 
Beckford Village Hall which Beckford WI is 
hosting with the very generous sponsorship of 
Rooftops Housing.   The members, as always 
were very generous with both.  We are also 
very grateful to Bredon WI who 
have offered cakes and are sending 
several members to help. It should 
be a very exciting, hands-on day 
for people of all ages and 

abilities.  

More detailed information can be found at  

http://beckfordtechfest.blogspot.com 

the village website and one of the many 

posters around the villages.  

Our next meeting is on Monday, October 10th 
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and will be 
Starter Taster evening with members bringing 

along a favourite starter for everyone to try. 

Diane Colvin 

ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. 

The President, Christine Powell welcomed 
members and guests to the meeting, which 
began with a talk entitled “Edward Elgar – 
Life and Music, which was given by Wendy 
Hill, a volunteer of the Elgar Birthplace 
Museum at Worcester. Her lively and 
enthusiastic talk was much enjoyed as she 
had so much knowledge of Elgar`s early 
childhood and his struggle for recognition 
and subsequent rise to fame. She 
entertained members with stories of his 
musical family, his meeting with his 
beloved wife Alice and his wish that the 
cottage in Lower Broadheath where he was 
born should be set up as a museum where 
all his interests, treasures and manuscripts 
could be visited. An extra room has been 
built on to expand the museum and we 
hope to visit next year.  Wendy played 
several pieces of his wonderful music 
including Nimrod and part of the Enigma 
variations. A vote of thanks was given by 

Sylvia Kennedy. 

The business meeting then followed which 
included a brief report of a visit to the 
Worcestershire weekend at Denman at 
which 5 members attended. Christine 
thanked Nadine Simpkin who hosted a 
recent “taster” evening  where 36 members 
enjoyed sampling many dishes, savoury and 
sweet which members had prepared and 
hopefully will be included in the 

forthcoming Ashton WI cookbook. 

Margaret Darby is holding a beginners 

Sugarcraft class on 8th September. 

Arrangements were made for the proposed 
visit to the Jinney Ring Centre near 
Bromsgrove, where we will enjoy working 

craft studios, gallery and gift shop.   

Future outings include a trip to 
Bath and a Federation outing to 
Birmingham to visit a Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral and a 
Buddhist Temple. Visits to a 
pantomime at the Everyman 
theatre in November and also 

to Coughton Court in December have also 

been arranged. 

Our next walk with be on Tuesday, 20th 
September and will take us to Conderton, 

stopping at the Yew Tree for lunch. 

Next meeting will be “Filming with Dogs” 

with Sonia Hooper. 

Jen Creese 

Teddington & Alstone Village Hall 

Lucky Numbers Club 

Number Prize Winner 

16 £50.00 A. GODFREY 

124 £30.00 ZOE  ETHERINGTON 

78 £20.00 H.VONDRACK 

75 £20.00 E.KEMPLE 

1 £15.00 W.KYLE 

68 £15.00 M.BLACKWELL 

88 £10.00 A.KYLE 
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Overbury and Conderton Parish Council 

The next meeting of the Parish Council has been arranged for Monday 10th October 
2011 in Overbury Village Hall at 7pm, and all members of the Parish are welcome to 
attend. The agenda and associated information will be displayed in the Parish Council 
notice boards prior to the meeting. Please contact Ros Long, Parish Clerk, on 01386 
725111, or by e-mail ros@overburyestate.co.uk, by Monday 3 October if there are any 

matters that you would like to be included on the agenda for this next meeting. 

    Ros Long – Parish Clerk 

OVERBURY FAMILY BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS 

Our annual Bonfire and Fireworks event will take place this year on Sunday 6th 
November, starting promptly at 6.30pm in School Lane when the bonfire will 
be lit by the winner of the Overbury First School Guy competition. The 
Friends of Overbury School will be serving delicious refreshments including 

Hot Dogs, Popcorn etc – we look forward to seeing you there. 

   Andrew John  

 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill,  

Worcs WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

� Beautiful barn conversion available for 
holiday lets; 

� Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 
accommodation;  

� lovely spacious living area in the eaves; 
� Flat screen TV,  DVD player & free Wifi; 
� Woodburner; 

� Short breaks available. 
Call Karen on 01386 882466 or 07976 906653 

Visit our website at www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

The Old Post Office, Overbury  

This building is located in the heart of the 

picturesque village of Overbury, owned by 

Overbury Estate and has easy access to 

Cheltenham, Tewkesbury and Evesham. 

The Old Post Office was originally a house, which 

was converted in 1879 by Norman Shaw and 

extended to its current layout in 1905 by Ernest 

Newton. It was then a village store and post office 

until 1998 when it was transformed into an office 

and was used in this way until earlier this year. 

• Grade II listed building    1589 sq ft over 2 floors 

• Courtyard Garden     Off street parking for up to 12 cars 

• Commercial/residential use   Rural Views 
 

We wish to support a commercial, artistic or cultural project to preserve and enhance the 

character of the building and for it to serve/work alongside existing local households and 

businesses.  Do you know anyone who would be interested in talking to us? Please ask 

them to get in touch. www.overburyestate.co.uk or email alex@overburyestate.co.uk 
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LOCAL WALKS WITH THE COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS OC TOBER 2011 
 

Celebrate British Food Fortnight – Sunday October 2 nd – Easy 
Along the Sudeley Valley to Newmeadows Farm where farmer Duncan will talk about his rare 
breed herd which supplies beef to local restaurants.  Pub lunch available at White Hart Inn and 
an opportunity to try it.  3 hours, 5 miles.  Start:  10.00 am Winchcombe Back Lane car park.  
OS Map ref 023 284 
 

What’s in the Wychwoods? – Tuesday October 11th - E asy 
Passing through 3 Wychwood villages, discover the charm of these well kept places and some 
of their amazing history.  Pub lunch available.  Tel 07762 019 373 for more details.  5 hours, 8 
miles.  Start:  10.00 am Shipton-under-Wychwood village hall (A361 north end of village).  OS 
Map ref 278 181 
 

Autumn Woodlands – Thursday October 13 - Moderate 
Through several woods of different character, separated by stretches with wonderful open 
views, looking at the way flora adapts to the changing seasons.  6 hours, 10 miles. 
Start:  10.00 am Stanton Village car park (£1 trust box).  OS Map ref 067 344 
 

From Neolith to Nouveau Riche – Friday October 14 –  Easy 
Straddling 3 counties and countless centuries, trying to unravel some of the ground clues to 
surmise how the land may have been used.  From an ancient cattle enclosure to modern leisure 
facilities and everything in between.  Optional pub lunch at the end.  3 hours, 6 miles.  Start:  
10.00 am The Greedy Goose at junction of A44 and A436 junction between Chipping Norton 
and Moreton-in-Marsh.  OS Map ref 270 289 
 

Turn Again Whittington – Saturday October 15 – Mode rate 
Another wilderness walk encompassing 4 parishes and quaint villages which have been 
displaced through the ages.  6 hours, 11 miles.  Start: 10.00 am New House Farm, Hawling 
(park on gravel verges next to farm).  OS Map ref 067 231. 
 

Walking from Longborough 1 – Thursday October 20 – Moderate 
A series to celebrate Longborough’s new “Walkers are Welcome” status.  Westwards across the 
highwolds to Ford and back.  Pub lunch available.  5 hours, 10 miles.  Start: 10.00 am Cotswold 
Food Store car park, Longborough (on A424).  OS Map ref 170 296 
 

A Victorian Rector and Nine Old Maids – Saturday Oc tober 22 – Easy 
Short walk, true story.  How the daughters of the vicarage in the high cold Cotswolds lived life to 
the full and to a ripe old age.  Pub lunch available at end.  2.5 hours, 4 miles.  Start:  10.00 am 
Lamb Inn car park at Great Rissington.  OS Map ref 200 173.  Postcode GL54 2LP 
 

Up and Over towards Ilmington – Wednesday October 2 6 – Moderate 
From Hidcote Manor towards Ilmington and return by Foxcote House and Hidcote Boyce.  3.5 
hours, 5.5 miles.   Start:  10.00 am at Hidcote Manor car park (by kind permission of National 
Trust).  OS Map ref 176 430 
 
Both Sides of the Track – Saturday October 29 – Mod erate 
A figure of 8 centred around the parishes of Campden and Ebrington taking in a fine Georgian 
house, superb views and a railway.  5.5 hours, 10.5 miles.   Start:  10.00 am Market Hall, 
Chipping Campden.  OS Map ref 151 392 
 
Chipping Gem Stones – Sunday October 30 – Moderate 
From Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire’s highest market town, we visit the unique Rollright Stones 
and enjoy rolling countryside views.  Please bring packed lunch.  5.5 hours, 8 miles.  Start:  
10.00 am Chipping Norton Town Hall steps.  OS Map ref 313 270. 
 
PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy in places.  EASY - 
terrain is mainly level.  MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground.  Sorry, no dogs 
allowed except guide and hearing dogs.   
 

Walks are free although donations help to fund our 
conservation work and improvement projects.  The Wardens 
run a full programme of guided walks throughout the Cotswolds.  
For more information see www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 
01451 862000, also for any changes to arrangements such as 
due to extreme weather.  
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Canon Matthew Baynes  Priest in Charge Beckford Group Parish 

01684 772237       Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Beckford, Teddington and Alstone 

mbaynes@toucansurf.com  Rector of Bredon with Bredon’s Norton,  
 

Revd. Terry Henderson  Associate Priest ~  Area of Responsibility: Ashton 

01386 710394  Rector of Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton, Great and Little Combertons 
terryhenderson2@googlemail.com       
 

Revd. Susan Renshaw  Associate Priest ~ Area of Responsibility: Overbury 

01386 750203  Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford, Rural Dean of Pershore 
revsusan@btinternet.com    

Revd. Clive Parr  Associate Priest part-time Non-Stipendiary Minister 
01386 710700    cw.parr@btinternet.com 
 

Revd. Christine Turpin   Assistant Curate to the Bredon Hill Group of Parishes. 
01386 882263    c.turpin@mac.com 
 

Readers  Capt. Dennis Oxley    St. Nicholas Cottage, Teddington 01242 620435 
  John Dodge       The Old Farmhouse, Ashton under Hill 01386 881487 

  Roger Palmer  5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road    01386 881746 
 

Treasurer  Mike Sanger-Davies   01386 881910 
Verger  Jim Wooldridge   01386 881049  

Parish Enquiries via The Rectory, Bredon    01684 772237 
 Parish Secretary Helen Bromfield              helen.parishoffice@toucansurf.com 

 Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon     01684 772237 

 Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford    01386 881349 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  

Beckford 
 

Churchwardens Sue Hastead         01386 882537   
 David Carvill          01386 882002 
Secretary Sue Hastead         01386 882537   
Treasurer Paul Jay  01386 881990 

Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 

Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 881711 
 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 

Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Derek Rooney  01386 725585 

Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 

Flowers Nicky Sentance  01386 725309 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 

Ashton-under-Hill 
 

Churchwardens     Malcolm Nelson 01386 881778 

 Alex Dodge  01386 881487 
Secretary Alex Dodge  01386 881487 

Treasurer Robin Welton 01386 881959 

Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Barbara Moore 01386 881597 

Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 881711 
 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,  01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan   01242 620763 
Secretary Jane Rogers  01242 620592 

Treasurer Mike Wignall  01242 620031  
Flowers  

Teddington  Mary Healey 01242 620412 
Alstone Jane Rogers 01242 620592 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin 01242 620565 

Alstone  Betty Beckman 01242 620289 

Ashton Ann Carnegie 01386 882393 
Beckford Roger Palmer 01386 881746 

 

Minibus 

Andy Richmond     01386 881237 
Andrew Barnett       01386 881145 
 

 

Disability Awareness Representatives 
 

Alex Dodge    01386 881487 

Nicky Sentance    01386 725309 
 

Magazine 
 

Editor  

Deborah Whitehouse 01386 882386  
Lauren House, 

Little Beckford, Tewkesbury, GL20 7AL 
E-mail:  d.whitehouse@homecall.co.uk 
 

Treasurer 

Laurence Alexander 01386 881814 
The Old Police Station 

Beckford, Tewkesbury, 

GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 

Beckford Jessie Alexander  01386 881814 

Chapelries  Rosie Atkin 01242 620565 
 Julie Taylor 01242 620990 

Overbury Ros Long 01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479 
   

Web Sites 
 

www.bredonhillchurches.org 
www.beckford-village.org 

www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk 

www.teddingtonandalstone.org.uk 
www.overbury.org 
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October Diary 
 

2nd Harvest Festival, Overbury   11am 

4th Parish Tea, Beckford Village Hall   3pm 

 Ashton WI, “Filming with Dogs”   7:30pm 

7th Ashton Lunch Club, Cricket Pavilion   12 noon 

8th Tech Fest, Beckford Village Hall  11am - 4pm 

9th Friends of St Faith’s AGM   12noon 

10th Beckford WI, Starter Taster Evening   7:30pm 

11th Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall   12:30 pm 

15th Macmillan Coffee Morning, Beckford Village Hall  10am 

23rd United Parish Worship, Ashton   10am 

 Bible Sunday Service, Teddington   6pm 

28th Coffee Morning, Beckford Church   10:30am 

30th All Souls Service, Ashton   4pm 

YOGA CLASSESYOGA CLASSESYOGA CLASSESYOGA CLASSES    
 

Ashton under Hill  

Village Hall 

Thursday Evenings,  

6:30 - 8pm 
 

Call  

Lucy Murray  

01386 710490 

 

NO MESS...  
 

NO FUSS... 
 

NO DUST. 
 

Prompt, reliable & friendly service 
All types of flues & appliances cleaned. 

Cowls and bird guards fitted. 
Fully qualified by the Guild of Master Sweeps 

and fully insured. 
Guild certificates issued after every sweep. 

 

Call Eddie 
 

Tel. 01905 6779950 / 07895 612915 

DOG WALKER required for company and regular lunchtime walks on Mondays and 
Tuesdays with our precious three year old yellow Labrador.  Please call Nicky or Giles 
01242 620644 (Teddington) 
 

ADULTS MANS BIKE wanted for returning University Student! Please call Freddie on 
01242 620644 


