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Onions skin very thin  

Mild winter coming in;  

Onionsõ skin thick and tough 

Coming winter cold and rough.  
 

 

 

If, in the fall of the leaf in October, 

many leaves wither on the bough 

and hang there,  

It betokens a frosty winter and 

much snow. 



 

 

Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with Teddington, Alstone and 
Little Washbourne, with Beckford and Ashton under Hill 
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Parish Office: Tuesday mornings, 9.00am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings (Beckford Village Hall), 9am to 12 noon: 01386 881349 
or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net  (Parish Secretary) 

OCTOBER Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

4th October 

18th Sunday 

of Trinity 

11.00 am 

Harvest  

Festival 

R Worsley 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

R Worsley 

11.00 am 

Harvest  

Festival 

& Patronal 

Lay Team 

 9.30 am 

CW HC 

R Worsley 

11th October 

19th Sunday 

of Trinity 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

S Renshaw 

6.00 pm 

Harvest  

Festival 

R Worsley 

11.00 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

R Palmer 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

R Palmer 

 

18th October 

20th Sunday 

of Trinity 

11.00 am 

Village  

Worship 

J Dodge & 

Lay Team 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

R Worsley 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

R Worsley 

  
 6.00 pm 

Evening Prayer 

25th October 

Last Sunday 

after Trinity 

Bible Sunday 

   

10.00 am 

United 

CW HC 

 

NOVEMBER      

1st November 

4th Sunday  

before Advent 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

4.00 pm 

All Souls  

Service 

11.00 am 

Family  

Service 

9.30 am 

CW HC 
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A moral calling. 
 
When is a horde not a horde? When it is made up of people. 
 
There is a saying that if someone sees a question as simple, then 
they will always see that there will be an answer that is, as it  
happens, simple, obvious and wrong! I have to confess that I am 
attracted to simple questions, but by and large they do not help. 
In the last few weeks and months, the political powers that make 
up the European Union have been faced by a large and frankly horribly difficult  
question. How are they to respond to the large number of asylum seekers who either 
are heading for Europe or are in camps in nations bordering Syria and northern Iraq? 
The background to this question is muddy. Over the last few months in particular,  
British politics has been marked by much goings-on about immigration, prompted by 
the far right nibbling at the heels of the coalition government about it before the  
election.  
 
But whatever one might want to say or do about immigration in general ï and it really 
is an open question ï asylum seekers are very different. Many nations have signed up 
to the 1951 Geneva Convention. However, the right to asylum in another sovereign 
country, when persecuted, dates back to the early Middle Ages, the beginning of the 
sixth century. It is about the recognition of our fundamental need to have our human 
rights protected. 
 
Historically, this right has been granted to many individuals, from Trotsky in the USA to 
Edward Snowden in Russia and Alexander Litvinyenko in Britain. What is unique about 
the situation today is that those who can prima facie seek asylum from Syria and ISIS 
are not a handful of individuals but a large numbers of people fleeing oppression. This 
is not unique, though, as Europe has itself in the twentieth century generated many 
thousands of asylum seekers. 
 
What to do is difficult. This number will produce a strain upon Europe. 

 
However ï and it is this óhoweverô that renders this a complex answer to a complex 
question ï just because folk are in large numbers, they are still human beings and from 
our point of view as Christians, sacred individuals. We may be morally compelled to 
act sacrificially. We Christians should above all be able to see the point of sacrificial 
giving. Even this thought is a bit theoretical. (Here comes another óhoweverô!) 

 
However a couple of weeks ago I visited a friend in London. She is a very fine  
Christian who has my undying admiration. She has a two bedroomed flat in Lambeth, 
and is a retired psychiatric social worker. There I met Solomon. He is from Eritrea, a 
state where the local dictatorship is remarkably persecutory. He spent six months in 
the Sudan, and then walked across the Sahara to Libya!!  In that lawless country he 
was held prisoner three times. On one occasion he escaped, but had to hand himself 
back in as outside was worse than inside in terms of safety. Eventually he made it to 
England. Solomon now works part-time, loves pizza and is remarkably joyous to be 
free as an asylum seeker. In other words, the news and the moral imperative have  
become for me a human face. And my friend, who is seventy-something, shares her 
flat with him. Proper giving for tough times. I do not pretend to be as morally  
courageous as her. 
                         Richard 
 
( Richard Worsley is a member of the Bredon Hill Group Clergy Team) 
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PARISH TEA - An invitation from the Clergy Team & Beckford Group Parish PCC 
 
All parishioners are very welcome to join the Clergy Team for afternoon 
tea on Tuesday, 6th October at 3 pm in Beckford Village Hall. 
If you would like to come it would be helpful if you could let your local 
churchwarden know, to give some idea of numbers. 
(Contact details of churchwardens are on the inside of the back page 
of the magazine.) 
 
For information or help with transport, please contact Joan Perkins 
01242 620085 (Alstone) 

 

Tickets are Ã10 Tickets are Ã10 andandand  available from Roger Palmer available from Roger Palmer 
(01386 881706) or (01386 881706) or   
Cheltenham Town Hall Box Office Cheltenham Town Hall Box Office   
(0844 5762210/www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk(0844 5762210/www.cheltenhamtownhall.org.uk  

Update from Matthew 
 
ñ I am writing this a day after returning from the QE and just over a week after my  
transplant. It has been quite a week. The really good news is that the transplanted  
kidney is working well and that my kidney function has returned to virtually normal. It is, I 
think, quite literally, a miracle. Although still feeling incredibly sore I feel in some ways 
better than I have for years. Bryonyôs amazing gift to me has without any question 
turned my life around, and my debt to her is profound. I am very aware that a week ago 
she was well, and now is struggling with very significant pain and discomfort, yet she 
was willing to put herself through all of this out of her love for me. One of the elements 
of my doing so well has been, Iôm convinced, the hundreds of prayers that have  
surrounded both of us.  Talking with Faith Hallett recently we both agreed that this is 

definitely something that should be prescribed on the NHS! 
 
The future looks good, but there still remains a high degree of 
uncertainty as I spend up to a year working with the doctors to 
find the correct level of medication to keep the  
kidney healthy and to avoid rejection. I also need to be very 
careful in the early months to avoid infection, which with my 
lowered immunity could be very serious. SO PLEASE keep 
praying like mad. I am 50% of the way there and very  

optimistic that with the skill of the doctors and your continuing prayers I will be able to 
look back in a yearôs time at a successful outcome 
 
                    Matthew Baynes.ò 
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tŜǊǎƘƻǊŜ 5ŜŀƴŜǊȅ vǳƛŜǘ 5ŀȅ ŀǘ  
IƻƭƭŀƴŘ IƻǳǎŜΣ aƻƴŘŀȅ тǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΣ млΦллŀƳ ς пΦллǇƳ 

/ƻǎǘ ϻмрΦлл ƛƴŎΦ ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ 
9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ  

¢ƻ ōƻƻƪ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ Υ ǇŜǘŜǊŀƴŘǎǳŜϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ лмоус усмтфм - ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ 

¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŘ ōȅ /ŀƴƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ wƻƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
!ŘǾŜƴǘ {ŜŀǎƻƴΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŘŀǳƴǝƴƎ ōǳǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎΗ 

Flu Clinic Information from Bredon Hill Surgery 
 
Our drop in flu clinics are as follows: 
§ Tuesday 20th October: lunchtime 12.30pm - 2pm 
§ Wednesday 21st October: evening 5pm-6pm 
§ Thursday 22nd October, Beckford: 10.30am-12.30pm  
§ Tuesday 27th October: lunchtime 12.30pm-2pm 
§ Wednesday 28th October: evening 5pm-6pm 
§ Thursday 29th October: lunchtime 12.30pm-2pm 
   
For this yearôs campaign we chose not to write to individual patients, instead  
advertising our flu clinics on posters in Bredon and Beckford surgeries, in shops and 
on village hall notice boards in and around nearby villages, also in the Parish  
magazine, on our website and other village websites. This is something which we plan 
to do in years to come.  
  
Everyone aged 65 or over is entitled to this vaccination as well as anyone with a  
chronic disease such as diabetes, heart or kidney disease, chronic respiratory  
problems and lowered immunity.  Pregnant women are also eligible for the  
vaccination. 

MEDITATION on Thursdays  
 

A new group started to meet on 17th September to meditate together. Would 

you like to join us? Would you like to find out about meditation? All welcome! 

Join us at any time.  

 

When?      Fortnightly on Thursdays at 7pm  

 

How long?    30- 40 minutes;  
      20 minutes meditation  

      plus time for introduction and closing discussion  

 

Where?     Beckford Village Hall committee room, access via side door by 

      tennis courts. Plenty of car parking space.  

 

When?      October dates are the 1st, 15th and 29th, then continuing 
      fortnightly  
 

Information?  Contacts: Christine Jay, 01386 881990,  
      Louise Thompson, 07792492846, Vicky Ward, 01386 881472  

 

mailto:peterandsue@gmail.com
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News From  Overbury 

 

ST FAITHôS CHURCH WINTER QUIZ  
 
A chance to win a lovely Christmas Hamper for just Ã2.00 and have 
fun in taking part. 
We are running  a Winter Quiz in aid of our beautiful Church. Please 
purchase the quiz sheets from any of the members of St Faithôs 
Committee, from the table in St Faithôs Church or alternatively call 
Pat Chambers on 01386 750358. 
You have until 29th November to complete and return them for 
marking. 
 

The Friendôs of St. Faithôs, Overbury - Registered Charity No. 519354  
The Friends of St Faithôs are holding their AGM on Sunday October 11th at 12.00 am 
at St Faithôs church. The meeting will follow the service of Morning Prayers led by  
Roger Palmer. There will be refreshments available after the service. 
The Friends are a group who support St Faithôs by donating funds to cover the cost of 
maintaining the fabric of this lovely building. We meet once a year to discuss which 
projects to support. 
If you would like to know more please come along to the meeting or contact me. 

Bridget Worley, Secretary. 
27 Malthouse Lane, Overbury, GL20 7PQ, 01386 725518 
email ï worley@dworley.fsbusiness .co.uk 

Overbury and Conderton Parish Council 
The next meeting of the Parish Council has been arranged for Monday 12th October 
in Overbury Village Hall at 7.30 pm, and all members of the Parish are welcome to 
attend. The agenda and associated information will be displayed on the Parish  
Council notice boards and website (via www.overbury.org) prior to the meeting.  
Please contact Ros Long, Parish Clerk, on 01386 725111, or by e-mail 
ros@overburyestate.co.uk, by Monday 5th October if there are any matters that you 
would like to be included on the agenda for this next meeting. 
      Ros Long ï Parish Clerk 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY ...... 
OVERBURY FAMILY BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS 
Our annual Bonfire and Fireworks event will take place this year 
promptly at 6pm on Sunday 8th November, in School Lane, Overbury, 
with refreshments served by the Friends of Overbury School - we look 
forward to seeing you there. 
      Andrew John 

 
OVERBURY CHRISTMAS BULB SALE on Saturday  
5th December 10am until 12 noon in Overbury Village Hall 
ï there will be planted bulbs in pots, excellent raffle prizes,  
delicious refreshments and Christmas gifts ï something for 
everyone.   

 

mailto:worley@dworley.fsbusiness
http://www.overbury.org
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Overbury School September Report 
 
Welcome 
A huge welcome to all of our new starters this term. Not only have we gained a new  
reception intake, but older children too. Everyone has settled in very well and seems to be 
adjusting to Overbury School life. We do still have a few spaces across all year groups; 
further details can be obtained from the school office. 
 

Fund Raising Concert 
Unfortunately, due to unforseeable circumstances, we have had to postpone our charity 
concert that was due to take place in October. A new date will be agreed imminently and 
details will follow. Apologies for any inconvenience caused. 
 
 

HELP NEEDED ï Thank you so much to all our new volunteerséBut we 
still need more helpéif you can spare us some of your time, we are  
desperate for reading companions to come and help the children with 
their reading. Please contact the office if you are interested. 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:  
2nd October  ï School Harvest Service at St. Faithôs Church, 2.15pm     
           ALL WELCOME  
 
If you would like any more information on any event mentioned, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office on 01386 725235 or email office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk 
 
PLEASE NOTE: OUR SPACIOUS SCHOOL HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 

Teddington & Alstone Village Hall Lucky Numbers Club  

The Winners of the 3rd Lucky Numbers Draw held on September 17th were: 

Number Prize Winner 

159 Ã50.00 JO LAMBERT 

113 Ã40.00 JANE THOMPSON 

54 Ã30.00 PETER HANBURY 

20 Ã20.00 CHRIS BURTON 

17 Ã15.00 MARTIN BAXTER 

116 Ã15.00 LINDA WOOD 

108 Ã15.00 A.BRITTAIN 

46 Ã15.00 P.BLACKETT 

Congratulations to 
all our winners 

October always has twenty one fine days.  

 

  Whether the weather be fine or wet,  

   Always water when you set.  

 

    October brings the acorn moon.  

                 Thomas Tusser 

 

  Full moon in October without frost, no frost till full moon in November.  

 

mailto:office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk


 

 

In Pastures New - but still in GL20 
Correction and Apology 
In last monthôs magazine I made a mistake in recalling the death of Michael 
Miller. I should have said that he was staying with his son Charles when he 
died and not his daughter. His widow, Elizabeth, was most gracious about my 
mistake: with a very large and close family she understood how I had  
mistakenly said that they were staying with a daughter. It is wonderful to have 
a large, supportive family at a time of bereavement but in one way it makes 
the bereavement harder. 
I go back to the late 1960s for my story to illustrate the contrary situation. At the time I 
was in charge of the Church Army Menôs Welfare Hostel where there were 180 beds in 
dormitory or cubicle accommodation. There was a dormitory for pensioners who had a 
more relaxing routine than the men of working age and were allowed to go in the large 
rest room earlier than younger residents. One of our oldest pensioners (I think he was 
younger then than I am now) died. He was a little old man who sat quietly, minding his 
own business. He went out for a pint of beer but never came back drunk, was never any 
trouble and seemed content. He enjoyed having a chat but was content reading his 1d 
(old money!) paper and spent most of his time sitting in the day room on the same arm 
chair wearing his cap. When he died his son, who lived in Stepney but who had not had 
any contact with his father for many years, came to sort out his belongings and make  
arrangements for his funeral. His comment to me about his father was ó the old b-----  
never did anything for usô but nevertheless they had a boozy wake at the local pub after 
the ónot so important funeralô. I think their grief was virtually non existent. Certainly it was 
very different from what the Miller family has felt over the death of their much loved  
Michael. 
As I am writing we are being bombarded by stories of death and cruelty. Children die as 
they are taken from areas in the world where complete obedience to brutal governments  
demand punishment and death to those who seek to oppose them. Many of our homes 
for the old and disabled depend, of course, upon nurses and care workers for their care. 
Recently I heard of a very good care home where few, if any, of the staff are English but 
from overseas.  Jobs are being mechanised, costs are cut and many are unemployed and 
unemployable because they are limited in what they can do, maybe because of mental 
illness. High expenses make good care not possible in certain areas of countries like our 
own. Itôs all very complicated and challenging. 
Should people have the right to choose to die in our country as in some others? A few 
months ago I was taken to hospital and resuscitated without my knowledge. A few weeks 
ago I made an arrangement at my surgery and now have a paper in my refrigerator which 
contains my authority not to be resuscitated, (a senior nurse was convinced that I was 
mentally able to make that decision); a few days later I received a document signed by 
my G.P. who had seen me a few weeks prior to the nurse. I hope that my wishes are  
respected. It may all be on computer, but I can see that might not be looked at before the 
paramedics arrive on the scene! 
So I have to believe that God wants me to be alive today and  
 óGod holds the key of all unknown  
  And I am glad;  
 If other hands should hold the key  

 Or if he trusted it to me  
  I might be sad.  

It is comparatively easy for me to believe that hymn for myself or people about my age; 
but I find it very hard in relation to other people, particularly for those much younger than I 
am. Iôve found it very helpful to me for many years but I find more often now that I doubt 
the truth that if I live longer I would be glad. It would be spiritual humbug if I said that! 
I dare not write more! You may or you may not like humbugs at the sweet shop but you 
are probably numbered among those who detest spiritual humbugs. But we do not have 
to go to Church to hate spiritual humbugs. Anyway, we all have to face death - our own 
death or the death of other people - particularly those younger than we are. It is all very 
challenging as todayôs wonderful means of communication constantly show us evil in so 
many ways. 
                  Dennis Oxley, September 2015 
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News From Teddington and Alstone 

In Advance: Walnut Court Progressive Dinner 2015. 
The date for this yearôs Progressive Dinner is Saturday 14th November. 
Please contact Thelma Butterworth on 01242 620745 for more information. 

Help Required: 
Can you help by delivering the Parish Magazine in a small area of Teddington. 
Itôs only about 30 copies, once a month. If you can help it would be much  
appreciated. Please contact Michael Dray on 01242 620452 or Barbara Howell on 
620357. Thank you. 

Teddington Quiz Night 
Saturday 5th December at 7:30pm in the Village Hall 

 
 Teams of 4, Ã7 per head to include ploughmanôs bap. Bring own drinks.  
 Any donations of raffle prizes gratefully received on the night. 
 For those new to the event itôs a fun evening in aid of charity.  
 12 teams is the maximum, so book early to avoid disappointment! 
To book your team please call Phil & Anne Clark on 01242 621167, after 6pm. 

Do come along to  
 

Teddington Village Hall, on October 17
th
 2015, 12 ï 2-30pm 

for our Harvest Lunch Get Together  
    when we will be serving 

   Ploughmans and/or a choice of Soups, 
 apple pie and tea or coffee ï all homemade 

 

   Stalls      Great Raffle 

 
Proceeds towards keeping your Church open in the community  

If you can offer any contributions of cakes, produce and other small items for 
the stall or a raffle prize please bring them to the hall on the morning or let 
Kieran (620763) or Anne (620351) know and we will collect them for you. 

 October 4th:   Holy Communion, Teddington  9.30am with Richard Worsley 

 October 11th:  Morning Prayer, Alstone 9.30am with Roger 

 October 18th:  Evening Prayer , Teddington  

 October 25th:  United Parish Holy Communion, Alstone 10am with Matthew or 

Roger Spiller. We hope you will all join us for this United Parish service, stay for coffee 

afterwards and buy something from the Traidcraft stall. 

                        British Legion Poppy Collection in  Alstone:  
24th October - 7th November  

Betty Beckman has been our Poppy collector in Alstone for more 
than 20 years now and is retiring. Thank you, Betty, for your great 
service over many years. The Poppy Collection this year takes 
place from 24th October till 7th November and weôre very much 
hoping to find at least one volunteer willing to take over this yearôs 
and future collections in Alstone. Please get in touch with Anne Kyle 
(620351) if you can help. 
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News from Ashton under Hill 

Harvest Festival in St Barbaraôs Church, Sunday 4th October 

Harvest Messy Church, Saturday 3rd October 
. 
You are warmly invited to celebrate Harvest Festival in St Barbaraôs 
Church on Sunday 4th October at 11.00 am. Please come and join in a 
family service of Praise and Thanksgiving for the Harvest - children - of 
all ages! - are especially welcome. We would be grateful for donations of 
harvest gifts to be distributed to elderly residents in the village after the  
service; any surplus will be taken to Caring Hands in the Vale in Evesham.  
Contributions of flowers, fruit and vegetables to decorate the church will be 
greatly appreciated - please bring along to St Barbaraôs on the morning of 
Saturday 3rd October. There will be a collection for Caring Hands in the 
Vale. 

Seasonal refreshments will be served after the service 

 

Children and parents are very welcome to come to a Messy Church Session on  
Saturday 3rd  October from 2.30 to 4.00 pm at The Old Farmhouse, Elmley Road.  
There will be creative Harvest-related activities, followed by tea and cake.  If you would 
like to join in, or would like to know more, please contact Alex on 881487. 
 

Christmas Fair in Ashton 
 

Please come to a Christmas Fair for St Barbaraôs 
Church and St Richardôs Hospice on the afternoon 
of Saturday 14th November at The Village Hall, 
Elmley Road, Ashton, from 2.00 to 4.00 pm. This is 
the ideal opportunity to buy your Christmas cards, 
calendars and diaries, gifts and crafts, cakes and  

preserves, as well as a super raffle, tombola and lots of stalls full of goodies, plus  
seasonal refreshments.  Not to be missed!! 
If you would like to contribute your time and talents to support St Richardôs and  
St Barbaraôs, please contact Alex and John Dodge at The Old Farmhouse, 881487 ï we 
would be delighted to hear from you. Contributions to stalls and raffle will be most  
welcome and can be delivered to The Old Farmhouse in the week preceding the Fair, or 
to the Village Hall on the morning of 14th November between 10.00 and 12.00. 
 

All proceeds will be shared between St Richardôs Hospice and St Barbaraôs Church 

Admission Ã2 to include refreshments - children free 

St Barbaraôs Autumn Churchyard Clear 

A call to all Ashton residents:  please can you spare an hour or two 
to come and help with the Autumn Churchyard Clear on Saturday 
31st October from 9.30 am to 12 noon?  We aim to keep our 
peaceful churchyard an attractive place for villagers and visitors 
alike;  apart from the grass and hedge cutting, the rest is down to  
voluntary labour!  It is good fun ï plenty of cameraderie, coffee and 
home-baking to sustain the workers.  Please bring your own tools if 
you can ï for further information please contact Alex Dodge on 
881487. 
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - September Report 

 

The last meeting took place on 1st September, rather early in the 
month and so soon after the Bank Holiday that we wondered how many 
members would manage to come. As our part in the grand WI 
Centennial celebrations for September we had arranged a ñHat Partyò 
and entertainment to be provided by our own members in the Music 
Hall style. 
 
In the event the committee was delighted to welcome 32 people all of whom had either 
dressed up or decorated a hat. After the short business meeting, we went into party 

mode. Great fun was offered from the start with a comic 
version of ñJerusalemò. Jane Wilson and Judith Hunter 
read poems and Margaret Satchell gave a dramatic 
rendition of the old favourite ñAlbert and the Lionò. Marion 
Nelson acted out a monologue on the woes of slimming. A 
bowdlerised version of ñThree Little Maidsò from the 
óMikadoô was sung by Ruth Clarkson and her friend Terri. 
Mollie Groom played for us to sing along with some old 
2nd W. War favourites. While the party food was served, 

members tried to puzzle out the answers to the Table quizzes and a ñGuess Whoò photo 
competition of ourselves as small children. This proved to be very difficult! Joan 
Richmond won the prize and Maggie Dunsbyôs table won the quiz. Joanôs hat  - a 
concoction of pheasant feathers ï was also voted best in the room after the parade. 
 
President Marjy Facer thanked everyone for entering into the spirit of the evening with a 
wonderful collection of hats, and for bringing party food to share. Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday 6th October at 7:30pm in the Village Hall, with a talk by Rose Hewlett on 
ñThe Great Severn Estuary Floodò. New members and guests are always welcome.  
                              
                         Judith Hunter 
   

Kemerton Conservation Trust will be holding our annual Open Day at  
Kemerton Lake Nature Reserve on Sunday 11th October.  

 
Gates open at 11am, entry is free for Friends of KCT and Ã2 for non-members (under-5s 
go free). There will be a refreshment stand, information stand and two guided walks as 
follows: 

¶ 11.30am ï Introduction to the Reserveï a walk around 

the reserve led by KCT Chairman Adrian Darby. 

¶ 2.00pm - Fungi Foray ï a walk around the reserve led by 

KCT Governor Peter Marren, the author of 
óMushroomsô (The British Wildlife Collection). 

 
For more details about the day, please visit the News & Events 
pages of our website www.kemerton.org or contact our Support Coordinator  
Kate Aubury on 07765 334 776 or by email at kate@aubury.co.uk. 

http://www.kemerton.org
mailto:kate@aubury.co.uk
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News from Beckford 

Saturday 24th October at 7pm, Beckford Village Hall  
 

Discover Beckford, "As It Was" 
 
Film Show and Photography Exhibition at Beckford Village Hall, on  
Saturday October 24th at 7pm. Ploughmanôs Supper, Licensed Bar, Raffle 
and Music.  
Chat over old memories and reminisce about people and events. .   
 
Admission is by ticket only, Ã7.50, available from Yo 01386 881373,  
Margaret 881600 or Phyl 881288. 

 

BECKFORD HARVEST FESTIVAL 
On Sunday 11

th
 October at 6pm we shall again be holding our 

Harvest Festival in Beckford church and everybody is invited to 
join in this joyful and traditional country celebration. Do come 
and take part in the service with its well-loved hymns and enjoy 
the displays of flowers and fruit; then stay to have a glass of 
wine or other refreshments to mark this happy milestone in the 
year.      
This year, in Matthew's absence, the service will be taken by the 
Rev'd Richard Worsley and we look forward to welcoming him 
once again. 
 
Any gifts of fruit, vegetables and flowers to enhance the occasion would be very 
welcome and it would be helpful if they could be delivered to the church by  
Saturday 10

th
 October. 

 
 
BECKFORD COFFEE MORNING 

The usual monthly Coffee Morning will be held in the 
chancel of Beckford church on Friday, 30

th
 October so do 

please come and join in this pleasant and friendly event. 
The new timing of 10.30am-12 noon is proving popular 
and encouraging more to attend.  
For Ã2 enjoy a coffee (or tea), home-made cake and an  
enjoyable social occasion. All proceeds this month will be 
in aid of the church. 

Our August Coffee Morning raised the record sum of Ã70 which we donated to Kidney 
Research UK: a charity dear to our hearts for obvious reasons! The September  
proceeds will be given to Macmillan Nurses as the day coincided with their  
nationwide Coffee Morning Appeal. 

Beckford Nature Reserve AGM 
Friday 9th October 2015 

at 7.30pm 
Beckford Village Hall 

 
Adam Tatlow will give an illustrated talk. 

All most welcome. 
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BECKFORD W.I. - September Report 
Our President, Briony Coupe welcomed 22 members and 4  
visitors to the meeting in the Village Hall on Monday  
14th September. The minutes of the July meeting were approved 
and signed and thanks were given to Anne Worrall for hosting the 
July meeting at her house. Thanks were also given to members 
for providing such delicious food to be shared.  
Membersô attention was drawn to the most recent edition of GFWI 
News as there are a number of interesting events advertised. 
These include a course on Internet Security, a trip to Guernsey in April, walks to 
Cooperôs Edge and Elkstone, the New Speakersô Taster Event and a visit to the  
Christmas Market in Cardiff. Our own Wednesday walks resume in September with a 
walk around Kemerton ending with a visit to the Walled Garden. As the AGM is coming 
up in November, volunteers were asked to join the committee as 4 members of the  
committee are stepping down and new members would be most welcomed. The  
Beckford Bookworms are meeting to discuss two books 
as the last meeting had to be cancelled. Members were 
asked to bring suggestions of books along so that a new 
list could be made up for the next yearôs meetings, the 
first year having been a great success. Two concerts 
were advertised, the Cotswold Male Voice Choir are  
performing at Cheltenham Town Hall on Saturday  
7th November at 7.30pm in aid of Help For Heroes and Blue Moon Harmony Choir are 
raising money for the Niemann-Pick Research Foundation at a concert on Saturday 14th 
November at All Saintsô Church Cheltenham.  

After the presentation of a birthday posy and the 
drawing of the raffle, Briony introduced Dr Gillian 
White who had come to give an illustrated talk 
about Chatsworth House and the Cavendish  
Family. She promised a talk with some history, 
some architecture and some High Society  
scandal!  One of the most interesting features of 
the Cavendish family was the importance of 

strong women who supported their men folk and contributed to the rise of the family in 
English society. The original estate of Chatsworth in Derbyshire was purchased by  
Sir William Cavendish, of Suffolk, in 1549 for Ã600. He set about the building of a new 
house and the illustration showed that it was designed to impress. He was responsible 
for finance at court and just before he died was accused of embezzling a large sum of 
money. On his death his wife was left to cope and owing to some good luck and shrewd 
business sense she managed to have the debt reduced and then made a good marriage 
to a man who paid off the remaining sum. The fortunes of the Cavendish family  
continued to rise. Following the arrival of William of Orange, the Earl of Devonshire, as 
William Cavendish was known, was elevated to the Dukedom of Devonshire. A rather 
surprising fact is that although the Cavendish family own property in many places,  
including London, none of their estates are in Devon. In deference to his new found  
position, the duke decided to rebuild Chatsworth House and a stunning baroque building 
took its place. Dr White then described the scandalous behaviour of the Cavendish  
family which is chronicled in the film ñThe Duchessò and finished by showing pictures of 
the interior and exterior of Chatsworth House as it is today.  
Briony thanked her for her vibrant and fascinating talk which brought the history of this 
era to life. Refreshments were then taken and the celebration cake made for the  
centenary of the WI was enjoyed by those present. 
The next meeting is to be held on Monday 12

th
 October at 7.30pm in the Village Hall 

and is entitled ñA Cabinet of Curiositiesò and will be presented by Malcolm Watkins. All 
are most welcome. 

Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary 
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Audience wanted in Ashton and Beckford! 
 

On Saturday October 10
th
 a small group of friends, the Mary 

Singers from Stroud, will be performing a short programme of 
mainly sacred pieces at 12.15pm in St Barbara's, Ashton 
and 3.30pm in St John the Baptist's, Beckford. They are 
very grateful to the churchwardens for allowing them to sing 
their favourite music in an appropriate and beautiful setting. 
These works have been appreciated over the centuries in  
cathedrals and churches across Britain and the Continent and 
the singers would love to share them with you. 

 
Further details from Gill Humphrey 01386 881479 

Orchard Park Playing Field Committee Presents 
A WINE TASTING EVENING 

Saturday 7th November at 7.30pm at Teddington Village Hall 
Tickets are Ã12.00 each and include cheese & biscuits 

 
* Learn about wine and how to taste it properly from the  

  experts who will talk you through the 6 different wines you  
  will be tasting. 

*   During the evening there will be a fun quiz with a prize for  
  the winning table; a Roll-the-Coin game and a prize raffle. 

 
The money raised will go towards the cost of providing a wooden shelter 

at the Playing Field. 
To buy tickets please call Brian Foreman on 01242 620898 or email  

brianforeman@btinternet.com and he will confirm the payment options and  
how the tickets can be collected or delivered.  

                        Volunteer Minibus Drivers Needed Please! 
 

The Parish Minibus, which is based in Ashton under Hill is a 
service which many local people have found extremely useful 
over the years. It is run by volunteer coordinators and drivers, 
and as time passes, we need to top-up our volunteer base. 
Our voluntary drivers need to be experienced drivers in the 
age range of 21 to 70 years of age, with a clean driving  
licence, and to be available to drive less than once a month on 

average - usually to take parishioners on shopping trips on Friday mornings. Volunteers 
don't have to take any special test to drive it, and if you passed your driving test prior to 
1997, you should find that your driving licence automatically has the 'Minibus'  
entitlement (D1).  
Obviously if you have experience of driving larger vehicles, the minibus would not be a 
challenge, and all drivers will derive satisfaction from helping to provide a valuable  
service to our community! 
Additionally, we are looking for someone who is willing to act as a co-coordinator. This 
mainly involves being available to help with organising the use and availability of the 
minibus, and as a backup point of contact.  
If you are interested please contact me - Andrew Barnett - on 01386 881145 or 
email ashtonbeckford@gmail.com  

mailto:brianforeman@btinternet.com
mailto:ashtonbeckford@gmail.com
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TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL Seniorsô Club, Friday 16th October, 2.30 ï 4.30pm 

           Entrance Fee Ã3.00  
Includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake  

plus all participation activities for those wishing to take part 
Family and friends most welcome. 

 
 For more information call Sue on 01242 620264  

           or email susancarter57@btinternet.com 

 

FRUITFUL THOUGHTS 
 

Mists of mellow fruitfulness? 
Sometimes not that mellow. 
Perry pears fall like small bricks 
Plums will stain clothes yellow. 
 
 Apples end up stuck to shoes 
 The cider smell is heady 
 Brambles cling to arms and legs 
 Berries nearly ready. 
 
  Wasps are having too much fun 
  Flies and gnats will swarm 
  Time to put a jacket on  
  The weatherôs not that warm. 
 
   Weôve saved up happy memories 
   Of gardening and walks 
   The multi-coloured flower heads 
   Are all just empty stalks. 
 
    So now weôre looking forward  
    To cold and wind and rain 
    But letôs not be downhearted 
    Spring will soon be round again. 
 
       Jean Allum,  Conderton 

The Heart & Soul Community Choir Present                    
      A Concert Of World Music  

At the George Watson Memorial Hall, Tewkesbury  
Saturday 24

th
 October at 7.30pm         

In aid of Cruse Bereavement care in Gloucestershire 
 

This 70 strong choir under their Musical Director Hilary Davies will entertain the  
audience with haunting and foot tapping songs from across the continents. 

¶ Fantastic Raffle Prizes  

¶ Bar   

¶ Tickets Ã7 
There will be many lucky ticket holders. Booking on 01452 381642 & 01684 772103 

mailto:susancarter57@btinternet.com
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KEMERTON EARLY YEARS & FOREST SCHOOL 

(CIC �± Community Interest Company) 
Held in Kemerton Village Hall 

     Places available! Call: Deb Manns [Owl]:  
     01684 773148 or: 01386 725697 

  www.kemertonpreschool.com / www.forestschool.org 

  
Registered Early Years setting. Foundation stage education. 
Forest School. OFSTED. 

  
Pre-school children aged 2 to 5years  

  
Monday to Friday              Breakfast club from 8:30 am..  
                                        Mornings:     9:00 am to 12:00 noon or 1:00 pm    
                                         Afternoons: 12:00 noon or 1:00 to 3:00 pm  

Thursdays                           Forest School! 
 

 


