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Ashton News 
Ashton Open Gardens 9th and 10th June 2007  

30th Anniversary Year  

 

www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk 
 

This yearôs Open Gardens in Ashton will be on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th June. The long range weather fore-
cast is good, so weôre looking forward to a great weekend.  This is a major fundraising event for the Community Centre 
and St Barbaraôs Church and itôs also a real village occasion, when we welcome around a thousand visitors to Ashton. 
 
As 2007 is our 30th Anniversary Year  we will have 30 gardens open for viewing! As usual, there will be the opportu-
nity to buy a wide selection of quality plants, and when you feel the need for rest and relaxation you can enjoy some 
refreshments - ice creams, lunches, cream teas, afternoon teas from the WI or the full menu in óThe Starô.  
 
Make sure that you visit the exhibition of photographs of Ashton Then and Now in St Barbaraôs Church, and thereôll 
be more displays in the Stables at the Old Farmhouse, including one by the Ashton Footpath Working Party. For our 
younger visitors thereôll be another Teddy Trail , as well as a Wordsearch  quiz for older children. 
 
Gardens will be open from 1.30pm to 6.00pm  on both Saturday and Sunday. Admission is just £4.00 per person, 
children free  and this gives entry on both days, as well as free use of the special bus service throughout the village. 
Avoid the rush and buy your programmes in advance from Alex Dodge, The Old Farmhouse 881487 .  
 
To find out more, visit our website at: www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk or contact Malcolm Nelson 881778 . If you can 
help us publicise the event by displaying posters or flyers at your office or workplace, or would like some for your 
friends to persuade them to come along, please contact Kathryn Perry, Orchard Cottage 882316 , or Alex Dodge, 
The Old Farmhouse 881487. Please help us to make this the most successful Open Gardens ever! 

St Barbaraõs Annual Service of Thanksgiving 

Sunday 20 May at 9.30 am  

 
All are warmly invited to our annual Service of Thanksgiv-
ing, and to stay for refreshments afterwards.  This is the 
occasion when we give thanks to, and for, all those who 
help to support the life of the church throughout the year. 

 

Do come and join in this informal service, and enjoy the 
gleaming interior now that the re-limewashing of the 
Nave and North Aisle is complete.  We extend our appre-
ciation to all those who have contributed generously to 
the funds enabling this work to be carried out. 

 

Visit to St Richardõs Hospice 

Tuesday 29 May at 6.00 pm  

 

Following the successful sale of cards and calendars for 
St Richardôs Hospice at St Barbaraôs Christmas Fair 
(thanks to Margie!), we have been invited to take a group 
to visit the new Hospice building.  This has been ar-
ranged for Tuesday 29 May at 6.00 pm ; places are lim-
ited to ten persons.   
 
Would anyone interested in joining this visit please con-
tact Alex Dodge 881487 by 20 May at the latest.  Please 
do come along; if there are substantially more people 
wanting to go than there are places available, another 
visit will be arranged at a later date. 

Please Help!  
 

As in previous years, the WI ladies are organising teas at 
the Village Hall for Ashton Open Gardens on 9th and 10th 
June and would like again to request offers of cakes from 
other ladies (or gentlemen!) of the village for the two days.  

 
We are also looking for offers of help in serving 
and washing up. Please help if you can, even for 
only a short time. Thank you!  

 

Jen Creese (Secretary WI) 

A Summer Soirée with  

The Avon Singers  
Saturday 30 June at 7.30 pm  

 

The ever popular Avon Singers are back in 
Ashton with an evening of French and 
English Music to include Faure's Requiem 
in St Barbaraôs Church followed by supper 
in the garden at The Old Farmhouse. 
 
Places will be limited, so do book early to avoid disappoint-
ment! Tickets £10 to include concert and supper, available 
from Gilly Aspey 881539 and Alex Dodge 881487 . Pro-
ceeds will be shared between Macmillan Nurses and St 
Barbaraôs Church. 



Village Design Statement  
 

One of the issues raised in our Village Plan was the need for a Village Design Statement. This is a planning docu-
ment that expresses the communityôs view on the design of property and the environment in which it is located. The 
plan will include details of the types of building appropriate to the village, typical details and views, and features of the 
village that should be safeguarded. A lot of the work for this plan has already been covered in the Village Plan and 
the recent Conservation Area Appraisal. 
 
The proposal is that we develop these documents into a Village Design Statement. A few people have expressed an 
interest in this in the past and are prepared to work on the document. If anyone else is interested please let me know. 
We also propose to set up a panel of villagers who, together with the Parish Council, will be prepared to review this 
document at key stages to ensure we are going in the right direction ï again volunteers for this panel would be wel-
come. Once the final draft is finished it will be distributed to all houses in the village for comment before submission 
to Wychavon District Council.  
 
I would welcome volunteers to help with this and any comments about the proposal.                                 John Darby  

881862 
j.darby@virgin.net  

Parish Council News  
 
Jeff Fletcher would like to thank all 
those who turned out to help in the 
village Litter Pick on Saturday 28th 
April. 
 

Election Results 3 May 2007:  
 
The following candidates were 
elected to the Parish Council: 
 
Gerald Barnett (184 votes), Doreen 
Cope (234), Jeff Fletcher (180), 
Simon Hague (209), Anthony Sanger
-Davies (183), Ray Satchell (204), 
Ted Williams (172) 
 
Turnout: 51.73% 
 
At the Annual Parish Council Meet-
ing on 8 May, Jeff Fletcher was 
elected Chairman, and Simon Hague 
was elected Vice Chairman. 
 

Parish Council Meetings:  
 
10 July 2007 
11 September 2007 
13 November 2007 
8 January 2008 
11 March 2008 
(also the Annual Parish Meeting) 
13 May 2008 
(also Annual Parish Council Meeting) 
  
All meetings are in the Green Room 
and start at 7.30pm  
 
Minutes and agendas are available 
on the village website at: 
 

www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk 

Mikron Theatre Company Presents...  

 

Married to the Job 
The Legacy of Thomas Telford 

 

Friday 10th August 7.30pm Ashton Village Hall  
 
This year, Mikron are exploring the life of the Scottish engineer, Thomas 
Telford, in the 250th anniversary year of his birth. Their production tells the 
story of the man who dedicated his life to designing and building hundreds 
of miles of roads and canals, bridges and aqueducts; all still a part of our 
British landscape. 
 
If youôve seen Mikron on previous visits to Ashton youôll know that they can 
always be relied upon to entertain us with a polished performance laced 
with humour, original music and songs. If youôve never seen them, donôt 
miss this opportunity! 

Tickets £6 (£5 concessions) from Izaak Jackson 881557  
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Cancer Research  
 
Breakthrough Generations has recently asked me to take part in a UK 
study of the causes of breast cancer. They aim to include over 100,000 
women in a study that will continue for 40 years. 
 
Volunteers are asked to complete a detailed questionnaire and provide a 
blood sample which will be analysed for hormonal and genetic factors. Fur-
ther similar information will be collected from the women in the study every 
five years. Volunteers must be aged 18 years or older, but there is no upper 
age limit. The organisers are keen to recruit more women to take part and I 
wondered if there are others in Ashton who would be willing to do so. 
 
Most of us will know of someone who has been affected by this dreadful dis-
ease and there may be many of you who would gladly be included in this 
research.  
 
I have a number of information booklets available to anyone who would like 
to know more, or you can contact the Breakthrough Generations Study 
Team at The Institute of Cancer Research, Brookes Lawley Building, 15 
Cotswold Road, Sutton Surrey, SM2 5NG. Telephone 0870 242 4485. See 
also: http://www.breakthroughgenerations.org.uk 

Izaak Jackson 881557  

Receive preview copies of Ashton News by email. Contact: malcolm -nelson@lineone.net  
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Part - time Vacancies at Bredon Hill Middle School  
 
Lunch Time Supervisor: The post mainly involves supervising pupils during their lunch break. Up to 2 hours per 
school day, rate of pay: £6.00/hour.  Please ring 881426 for further details. 
 
Post of Governor Minutes Secretary: The Governors are seeking a Minutes Secretary for some of their committee 
meetings.  There are approximately three committee meetings each term.  Meetings run from 5.00 or 5.30pm for 1½ 
to 2 hours.  Rate of pay is approximately £7.50 per hour, and each meeting will be paid at a minimum of three hours 
(more for longer meetings) + petrol costs. If you have suitable secretarial skills and would like more information, 
please telephone the school on 881426. 

Community Centre News  
 
The AGM of the Community Centre was 
held on 19th April. The Chairman's re-
port  mentioned the purchase of new crock-
ery and a fridge, and the repair of the stage 
lights, all of which should make the village 
hall more useful for hirers. In the playing 
fields, shrubs had been planted and the 
poplar trees pollarded as they were becom-
ing dangerous.  

 

Officers elected were: Chairman (Tony 
Lewis) Secretary (Penny Scotland) and 
Treasurer (Brian Stephens).  

 

Anyone from the village is welcome to at-
tend any meeting of the Community Centre. 
The next one is on Thursday June 21st in 
the Green Room.   

Penny Scotland 881594 

An eager audience of 80 people 
came along to the Village Hall in 
April to watch Opera on the Run in 
Spaghetti Opera . What an enjoy-
able evening, for opera lovers and 
also for those who weren't too sure! 

 

The enthusiastic performers were in great voice and had us 
rolling with laughter; I've never heard so many complimen-
tary comments about a production. Shindig  performances 
are always very professional and we hope to host some 
more in Ashton next year, so watch out for future events. 
Thank you for supporting this yearôs programme.  

Penny Scotland 

The next edition of  
Ashton News will be 

published in  
September 2007  

 
If thereôs something 
youôd like included 

please let us have details 
by  

Friday 7
th

 September  

Malcolm Nelson  
The Old Granary 

The Groaten, 881778 
malcolm-nelson@lineone.net  

 
John Scotland  

 The Yarde 
Elmley Road, 881594 

JPScotland@home.gb.com 

Ashton News Contacts  

WOW Painting and Decorating  
 

A new local business, supported by the Princeôs Trust 
 

Individual design solutions 
Special paint effects 

Childrenôs bedrooms and murals 
 

For a quote or to discuss your requirements  
please contact Willem on 07969 084011  

Donôt forget! 
 

If you have any Tesco or Sains-
bury vouchers, the team at 
Ashton First School would love 
to receive them through the 
school letterbox. They make a 
real difference in funding ICT and 
sports equipment.  Thanks! 

P i l a t e s 
classes continue  
every Tuesday 
from 10.45am until 
11.45am in Ashton 
Village Hall (First 
School Hall) by 

kind permission of the Headmistress. 
 
Please contact Julie Farr 710868 . 

Fix that dripping tap! 

 

Mike Childs  

Plumbing and Tiling  
 

 01386 882271  
mobile 07771 823405  

24 hour call out 
mike@mcpt.biz 

 
For all your plumbing and tiling needs 

 

A new local business 

Did you know..?  

 

Wychavon District Council will 
take away up to 2 bulky items 
twice a year from each household 
for free.  Just call 01386 565000 
and ask for Client Services . Note 
that there is a charge for fridges 
and freezers because they have 
to be scientifically disposed of, to 
avoid environmental damage. 


