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Another year I enter, its history unknown;  
Oh, how my feet would tremble to tread its paths alone!  

But I have heard a whisper, I know I shall be blest;  
"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest."  

 
What will the New Year bring me? I may not, must not know;  

Will it be love and rapture, or loneliness and woe?  
Hush! Hush! I hear His whisper; I surely shall be blest;  

"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest." 
 

Unknown Author  



 

 

Schedule of Services for January 2011 
The Parish of Overbury with Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne,  

with Beckford and Ashton under Hill 

 Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

2nd January 
2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

9.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

J Dodge 

8.00 am 
BCP HC 
Canon 
Baynes 

11.00 am 
Family Service 
Canon Baynes 

9.30 am 
CW HC 
Canon 
Baynes 

  

9th January 
1st Sunday of 
Epiphany 

9.30 am 
CW HC 

T Henderson 

8.00 am 
BCP HC 

T Henderson 
  

6.00 pm 
Evening 
Praise 

S Renshaw 

11.00 am 
CW HC 

C Turpin 

9.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer 
D Oxley 

  

16th 
January 
2nd Sunday 
of Epiphany 

  

11.00 am 
Family Service 
Canon Baynes 

9.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer 
D Oxley 

8.00 am 
BCP HC 
Canon 

Baynes/ 
R Palmer 

  

9.30 am 
CW HC 
Canon 

Baynes/ 
R Palmer 

23rd 
January 

3rd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

  

10.00 am 
United CW 

HC 
C Parr 

      

30th 
January 

4th Sunday of 
Epiphany 

10.00 am 
CW HC 

T Henderson 

8.00 am 
BCP HC 

T Henderson 
    

6.00 pm 
Evening 
Prayer 
D Oxley 

6th 
February 
5th Sunday 
before Lent 

9.30 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

D Oxley  

8.00 am 
BCP HC 

S Renshaw 

11.00 am 
Family Service 

R Hesketh 
  

9.30 am 
CW HC 

S Renshaw 

BCP  Book of Common Prayer   CW  Book of Common Worship    HC  Holy Communion  
 

Morning Prayers will be said: 
at 8.30 am on Tuesday at Teddington, Thursday at Alstone, 
at 9.00 am on first & third Fridays, and 8.30 am on second, fourth, & fifth  
(when applicable), at Ashton 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00 am on Wednesday in St Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 
Clergy 
Revd Matthew Baynes Revd Terry Henderson Revd R Hesketh 
Revd Susan Renshaw  Revd Clive Parr   Revd Christine Turpin, Assistant Curate 
 
Readers 
Captain Dennis Oxley, Church Army  John Dodge 
Roger Palmer      Kalantha Brewis 
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Canon Matthew Baynes 

Priest in Charge Beckford Group Parish 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me …….. 
and the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”   John 14. 1, 26 & 27 
 

These are familiar words of scripture for many of us: words of hope and reassurance, very 
often used in funeral and memorial services. They remind us in moments of uncertainty that 
we can put our trust in God, who alone can bring peace to our troubled hearts. As we look 
forward to 2011, many of us do so with varying degrees of anxiety, wondering just what the 
next 12 months will bring. These uncertainties seem to occur in almost every area of our 
lives. As I write this at the end of December, freezing temperatures remind us that the effects 
of global warming may not result in our enjoying ‘a Mediterranean climate’ as was suggested 
a few years ago, because if the effects of the Gulf stream become weaker, this will lead 
instead to wetter summers and harsher winters - so it will be less of the barbeques and 
Beaujolais, and more of the cagoules and snow tyres. Suddenly it doesn’t sound quite so 
attractive. Many of us have concerns about the financial challenges which lie ahead. Jobs, 
which in the past were seen as ‘secure’, are no longer safe. However, at the same time as 
facing uncertainties about income, the realities of increased expenditure are not in question. 
We all face the predicted rise in VAT as from 4th January, but for those of us with children 
still at school, the prospect of higher University and College fees together with the lower 
prospects of young people getting jobs when the courses are complete, is a massive cause for 
concern. Other people, who bought houses at the height of the property boom, are now 
trapped in negative equity, unable to sell or move. As we come to the end of the first decade 
of the 21st Century we are all wondering just how different our lives will be in the course of 

the next ten years.  

Even in the church we have to recognise that in the course of the next five to ten years things 
will have to change, in ways perhaps as radical as those faced by the Church of England in the 
16th Century. The Diocese of Worcester is facing a hole in its budget of some 1/4 million 
pounds. Even with the selling of assets and freezing of posts, there is only a limited time that 
this can continue. We wonder what lies ahead and whether we will be able to rise to this 

challenge. 

At times of uncertainty, I reflect on the spire of Bredon church (the only one of the churches 
in my care to have one) it appears so delicate and fragile, and yet is hugely strong. It has 
towered over the village for well over five hundred years: a testament to human ingenuity, 
skill and resilience. It reminds us of God’s presence and his continuing faithfulness in times of 

sadness as well as joy, in times of despair and times of hope. During the past 
centuries it has been buffeted by the elements, shaken by the bells and 
minor earthquakes, and struck by lightning. Yet it remains tall and beautiful 
and resolute, as a reminder to us that we should never forget the majesty 
and love of God. It is also undoubtedly true that during its centuries of 
existence there will have been only a very few days when either a solitary 
person or a large congregation won’t have knelt in its shadow and offered a 

prayer to God. 

None of us really know what lies ahead, but I am sure that in whatever we 
have to face, the God to whom the spire directs 

our thoughts will not desert us, and that we 
will be given both the strength and the 
skills to cope with whatever challenges 
face us. We need to keep praying and keep 
the faith in Him on whom all our hopes 

may rest.  

Matthew BaynesMatthew BaynesMatthew BaynesMatthew Baynes 
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16.11.10 Today I visited the Alexandra Hospital in Redditch, seeing first hand 
what the role of Hospital Chaplain entails. It’s a  vulnerable post in these times 

of cut backs and their numbers have been dropping for some time. 

Hospitals of course primarily are equipped and staff trained to heal physical (and 
mental) ailments. The argument against paid Hospital Chaplains, is that public money should 
not pay for spiritual care, as this is a subjective area, not known for its evidence based 

certainties or healing powers. 

However, though not widely discussed, body, mind and spirit are actually more intertwined 
than we may acknowledge. The health of each does impact on the other. Holistic healthcare 

looks at the whole person.   

This of course supports the case, financially, for keeping Hospital Chaplains, as those who will 
focus on the spiritual wellbeing of patients, which has a positive effect on mental and 
physical aspects. The difficult job for Chaplains, is showing, or proving even, that this is the 
case. Quantifying to the largely secular, why they are there. For he who pays the piper, calls 

the tune! 

05.12.10  ‘Why do you believe in God?’ I was asked by a young parishioner leaving Church. A 
big question to answer in a sound bite on the hop. And yet a very good question. He was 
conducting a survey for a school project, which may have encouraged me to say rather more 

than he wanted to hear. 

It’s the big questions we lose sight of quite often, the answers to which may hold great 

interest to those on the edge of faith, thinking of dipping in a toe. 

My answer?   Well, it sounds very trite in one sentence, (that’s why I would really rather write 

an essay or at least ramble on a little,) but space is short and this is a useful discipline. 

The most powerful, single reason, is that during my personal journey of faith, God has 
revealed himself to me in remarkable ways, such that I could not now deny his reality. He 

seemed satisfied with the response. 

Of course there are then other big questions to be mulled over with the mince pies, by those 
of us who declare a faith of some sort or another. Why believe? Why go to Church? What 

difference does it make to you? To others? Pies for mulling indeed. 

07.12.10 ‘If its not written down, it didn’t happen.’ This was a Health service mantra I was 

familiar with for years and reminded of at a meeting I attended today. 

It still holds for certain aspects of Church life. A wedding, for example,  must be recorded in 

the correct way in specific registers, or it as good as did not happen. 

I reflect thankfully that on the whole, there is less pressure to prove that something has been 
done, or less pressure to be seen or reported to be doing x, y or z., in the life of the Church. 
That’s not to say that x, y or z are not happening. Our accountability is on a different plane, 

you could say. 

There may be different pressures and challenges, but cut throat ambition is, thankfully, not 

one I have noticed stalking the Parishes of Bredon Hill. 

ChristineChristineChristineChristine    

The Curate Cogitates  

Revd. Christine Turpin, Assistant Curate to the Bredon Hill Group of Parishes  

The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted at any time 
on  01684 772237, or email mbaynes@toucansurf.com 

 

 
The Curate, Rev’d Christine Turpin,  

01386 882263, or email c.turpin@mac.com 
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News and Musings from St. Nicholas Cottage 

In Memory of Mr John Arthur William Walker 

Few people can celebrate 85 years of service in our Parish Church. The 
people of Kemerton Church were able to have a party to celebrate this 
almost unique achievement for Mr John Walker, who died in November. 
He was an altar boy at St. Nicholas’ Church, Kemerton at the age of 10 
years, later Sacristan and Senior Server. From 1967 he was Church 

Warden for 29 years. One day after he retired from that office, I found myself queuing 
behind him in the Post Office at Kemerton and we chatted. He told me how great it was 
to go to Church without having to think about the Church Warden’s duties and to worship 
God and listen to the Rev. Jean Wilbey’s sermons without being distracted by the 
mundane things which needed to be done in the Church and Church yard. How easy it is to 
be more concerned with the building we call the Church than the Lord and Saviour who 

seeks to meet us in special ways as we go to Church. 

John Walker was born in Cheltenham where his father had a butcher’s shop in the High 
Street. When John was very young, his parents moved to Westmancote where they set up 
their shop in a wooden building, then moved near the Railway Inn in Bredon and later to 
Westmancote. The wooden hut was replaced with the present shop and Fairview, the 
house where Martin and Corina now live, was built as the family home. From a young age 
he was helping in the business. His father died when he was sixteen years old and John 
worked with his mother to keep the business going and eventually took charge of the 

whole of the work. 

In 1939 John joined the Kemerton Platoon of the Home Guard, which was part of the 
company which drew its men from other villages. During the war, a new family moved 
from Ashford in Kent to Kemerton Court, bringing with them a lady’s maid, a certain Miss 
Freda Broad. In 1944 Miss Broad became Mrs Freda Walker, who was John’s soul mate for 
over fifty years, and who is remembered with great respect and affection by many 
people. She will be remembered in Kemerton as the person who made nourishing soup 
and took it to the sick in the village. Her death in 1999 was a matter of great sadness for 

John, but he continued to help in the shop for as long as health and strength permitted. 

John Walker was Chairman of the Village Hall Committee for fourteen years and he was a 
founder member of the successful Bowling Club which started in Kemerton Rectory. It 
grew so large that it outgrew the Rectory bowls facilities and it was split, part went to 

Bredon and John Walker became the Chairman of the Overbury Bowling Club. 

I am indebted to Mr Charlie Brazier, another senior figure in Kemerton Church and Village, 
for enlightening me about a man whose mobile van provided a door-to-door service which 
has been much appreciated by many whom I have come to know during the last seventeen 
years. The village shop and the local Church still have a key role in rural life. Both have a 
struggle to keep going. John Walker struggled in the strength which God supplies to keep 
both the local church and the local shops going. “Well done, good and faithful servant. 

Enter into the joy of your Lord”. 

A Surprise on Monday 13th December 

Certain tasks in both everyday life and the Christian life are routine. I find it easier to 
pray for people I know than for people I do not know. You may have seen the Worcester 
Diocesan Prayer Diary. It sits in little piles in all our Churches. Some of us have taken a 
copy and we try to incorporate its prayer requests into a time of prayer. It includes 
requests for prayer for different dioceses of the Anglican Church throughout 
the world. We are given the name of the diocese, the country it is in and 

the name of the Bishop. 

On Monday 13th December, the prayer leaflet read - Kondoa 
(Tanzania).  Although Kenya has borders with Tanzania, I had not 
heard of it! Then followed:- Rt. Revd. Yohana 
Zakaria Mkavu. I could hardly believe my 
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eyes! I knew him and had no idea he was a bishop. He was one of the sixteen men and 
women in training at the Church Army in Eastern Africa to become Church Army Evangelist 
when I went to Nairobi to be Principal there. The majority came from Kenya and Uganda 
and only two – Yohana Mkavu and one of the women were from Tanzania. I knew that one 
of the Kenyans, Joel Waweru, is now Bishop of St. Stephens, Nairobi but I had not heard 
of others. Knowing him personally turned what might have been a casual prayer into 
something very special. Knowing the Lord Jesus Christ in a personal way transforms what 

may be or may become a casual routine religion into something very special. 

We gaily wish one another “A Happy New Year” but redundancy, financial problems, 
sickness, and bereavement are all things that can bring unhappiness in 2011. You can 
easily add to that list! ‘A friend in need is a friend indeed’. The Christian faith makes that 
real through Jesus. The Holy Spirit can make that real to people like you and me through 

people like you and me. 

Blessings be upon you in 2011. Blessings be upon others, through you and me. 

Dennis Oxley 

View From the School Bus by Megan Baynes 
“Democracy is the art of thinking independently together” 

Alexander Meiklejohn 

As I am sure many of you will know, my Dad was elected to General Synod. Several weeks 
ago we all journeyed to London to watch him, along with the rest of Synod, be 
inaugurated. One of the highlights of this service was that the Queen herself would be 
attending (on the basis of which my mother managed to convince my Dad that a whole 
new outfit was required, because one could not be in ‘the presence’ wearing just 
anything!). During the service, there was a sermon about the role of leaders in a modern 
day society, and this prompted some thinking from me, as well as several arguments 

between my Dad and myself. 

At the moment I am studying AS Politics, and one of the topics is to look at the basis of 
democracy. The very definition of “democracy” is “power that is derived directly from 
the people”. By this I mean any form of government where the people elect others to 
make decisions on their behalf. For the next five years, my Dad is going to be making 
decisions that he believes to be in the best interests of those in his parish, and the Church 
of England at large. He will represent those in his diocese and try to live up to the 
standards of democracy. This is the same as Parliament: we elect an MP who we believe 
will represent our interests the best. We normally consider that any country which has a 
form of democracy is usually a fair and just one. However, is this an assumption that we 

should always so readily make? 

China is technically a democratic state. However, its interpretations of democracy have 
been so twisted by the Chinese Communist Party that no one could argue that it is a fair 
and just society to live in. Although elections may be held, the citizens of China have very 
little choice in who they elect into power. The choice for them has already been made: 
they can either vote for Candidate A from the CCP, or Candidate B, also from the CCP. 
Regardless of which way they vote, it will have little impact on the end result. For those 
who oppose the dictatorship of the CCP, it is not as simple as being able to put another 
Candidate up for election. The Government is so strict, it merely imprisons those who it 

feels are going against its wishes. 

This year, the Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to Liu Xiabo, a Chinese literary Critic 
and Human Rights Activist. He is the only Chinese person to be awarded the prize whilst 
residing in China; however, he was not allowed to the ceremony to receive it as he is 
currently serving 11 years as a political prisoner for “inciting subversion of state power”. 
In other words, he tried to go against the state so was imprisoned before he gained 
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enough popularity to be able to overthrow the government. The 
situation in China is rapidly growing worse, the Government 
threatened to cut off trade with any country that sent a 
representative to the Nobel Prize Ceremony. The Chinese 
Communist Party are so afraid of losing power that they will do 
whatever it takes to ensure that the Chinese People remain 
repressed, yet they are able to do this under the blanket of 

“democracy”. 

This week much of the news has been centred around the student 
protests that took place in London. Although the violence and 
destruction surrounding that protest was completely unjustified it 
remains true that protest is one of the purest signs of democracy: if 
such a wave of opposition had taken place in China it would 
probably have resulted in hundreds of arrests and political imprisonments. However, in 
our society we are able to take a stand against the government and voice our opinions 

without the fear of retaliation. 

That all being true, can we still argue that the UK is a fair and just society for everyone? 
The gap between the rich and the poor in rapidly growing, and the various cutbacks and 
increases the government have introduced have begun to impact on us all, and none more 
so than the middle class who have begun to feel the hits the hardest. Take for example 
the ridiculous increase in University Fees: it will not affect the richest because they will 
be able to afford it, however neither will it affect the most poverty stricken, because 
they will be given Government aid. Instead, it will affect the vast majority of those who 
are in the middle - too well off to be given aid, yet not quite rich enough to pay the costs 

and not feel their effect. 

I do not want to sound wholly critical of the United Kingdom’s democratic system: the 
idea that we should elect people to represent us and our interests is right, but sometimes 
the reality of who gets elected does not live up to that ideal. It is an idea that echoes 
throughout the world; however, few countries have managed to successfully interpret the 
ideals of democracy into a working system that allows for the true freedom of the people. 
The majority of the time it will simply depend upon who is elected to represent us, and 
whether they truly have our best interests at heart or whether they are simply following 

their own self interest or party policy. 

However, the definition of democracy does mean “from the people”, which I interpret as 
thus: if we want change to happen we must make it so. Although putting a cross in a box 
to vote for a candidate is a start, we must not let it end there. Democracy is something 
that must be actively fought for, and only once everyone is doing so, from the millionaire 

MP to the man on the street, then can we start to call our society a true democracy. 

Megan BaynesMegan BaynesMegan BaynesMegan Baynes    

Cleisthenes 
Father of Democracy 

Deep peace of the Running Wave to you. 
Deep peace of the Flowing Air to you. 
Deep peace of the Quiet Earth to you. 

Deep peace of the Shinning Stars to you. 
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you. 

Celtic Benediction. 

You are warmly invited to join us at Beckford Church for a  
Celtic Service of Evening Praise celebrating 'New Beginnings'   

Sunday 9th January 6pm.  Refreshments available after the Service 
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Thank Goodness it’s Friday  
Coffee Morning 

 

Friday 28th January  
10am to 12noon as usual 

at Beckford Church 

Fundraising News from Ashton 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who contributed in any 
way to the Christmas Fair held at The Old Farmhouse in Ashton on 13th 
November last year. The final total raised was £2035.  In addition to 
£411 raised from the sale of St Richard’s Christmas cards, calendars, 
etc., £812 each was donated to St Barbara’s Church towards the cost 
of roof repairs and to St Richard’s Hospice towards the new 

Community Care Centre. 

St Barbara’s Church was full on 15th December for a joyful Ashton Celebration of 
Christmas, at which the collection raised £310 for the CATCH Project in Mzamomhle.  
Revd Margie Schutte explained about the valuable work undertaken with vulnerable 
children and adults in Mzamomhle and said that money already contributed from the 

Beckford Group Parish had helped to install mains drainage at the CATCH site. 

THANK YOU ALL AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE! 

Alstone and Teddington News 

Teddington Quiz Night:  Once again the Village Hall was packed and despite the 

freezing conditions, a ‘fun evening’ was enjoyed by all.  

The generosity of the participants has allowed us to send £243 to a small 
charity called ‘Severn Freewheelers’. They provide an out of hours service 
delivering (by motorcycle) blood, human tissue and other essential medical 
items between Hereford, Gloucester and Cheltenham hospitals. Thank you to 

everyone for your continued support.  Anne and Phil Clark  
On Thursday 16th December a good crowd from Alstone forsook their fireside to carol 
sing around the village in the aid of charity. Although the night was cold and hearts of 
Alstone were warm and a grand total of £178 was collected. This will be given to 'The 

Children's Society'.  

Thank you to all who sang and to those who gave so generously and many thanks to 
Tony and Wendy Guy of Black Barn Farm, for the warm welcome which 
awaited the carollers at their home, a splendid way to round off the 

evening.  

Carol Singing in Overbury Village Hall 

Monday evening, 13th December, saw a happy gathering of 
residents and visitors in the Village Hall to enjoy a carol singing 
get-together, with performances by children from Overbury School and from the band 

of carollers who usually brave the elements. 

We were all fortified by mulled wine and trays of delicious seasonal fare. The sum of 
£135 was raised, which will be donated to the Help the Aged Day Centre in Evesham.  
“Thank you” to all who gave so generously, and to all who helped to make the evening 

such an enjoyable community event.    Georgie Milway and Bridget Worley 

 

Beckford Christmas Market 

proceeds were a very respectable 

£650 so a big thank you to all who 

helped, donated and bought.  
 

The next market is May 14th 2011. 
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Parish Minibus Shopping Trips 
to Worcester 

 

January 7th & 21st 
 
 

Picks up from all  
villages on request.  

 
 

Andy Richmond  881237    
or  Andrew Barnett    881145 

DATES AHEAD  2011  
 

Lent around Bredon Hill….. Clear your diaries on a Wednesday evening in Lent 
this year for what will be an excellent course on prayer led by the senior 
clergy of our Diocese.   Venues to be announced in the New Year. 
 

16th March : Bishop David - Praying through the senses. 
23rd March : Bishop Michael - Contemplative prayer and especially centering prayer. 
30th March : Archdeacon Roger - Prayer as Mission. 
6th April    :  Bishop John  - subject to be announced. 
13th April  : Sister Mary  - Praying when you feel you can't. 
     (Sister Mary is from the  new Mucknell Abbey Community)  
  

20th April   : The Dean - Intercessory prayer. 

Parish Minibus 

As from 1st January, Andy Richmond and 
Andrew Barnett will be responsible for taking 
bookings for the minibus. We owe Ray 
Satchell and Gilbert Watkins a huge debt of 
gratitude for all they have done over many 
years – not only taking the bookings but 
also  arranging drivers for the regular minibus 
runs to Bredon & Worcester etc, ensuring 
there is sufficient fuel, making sure the 
minibus is free of litter and generally 

overseeing the maintenance and cleanliness.   

Thank you Ray and Gilbert for your sterling 

work which is hugely appreciated.   

 

Thank You! 
 

To everyone who supported 

me at my cake sale for 

‘Children in Need’.  

I raised £70.25p 
 

Georgina Byrd 

SIMPLY SOUP 
 

We would like to thank all our 

customers and soup makers for their 

support throughout the year. 
 

The money raised has enabled us to 

contribute towards the Village Hall 

dishwasher and replacement of the 

hatch in the kitchen with a rising door 

and purchase of additional kitchen 

equipment.  
 

Donations have also been made to 

Beckford Church Funds. 
 

Our next event is on 

11th January, 

from 12:30 pm in 

Beckford Village Hall 

 

Poppy Appeal 2010 
 

The Royal British Legion appeal by the 
Beckford and Ashton branch raised a total of 
£3484.99, an increase of over £50 on last 

year. I would like to thank all the 
voluntary collectors for all their 
hard work to achieve this 
excellent result. Many thanks 

to all who made donations. 

J. P. White 
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BECKFORD WI 

We were pleased to welcome 22 
members and 3 visitors to our December 
meeting which was also our Christmas 

Party.  

Once business was completed we had a 
very jolly time playing traditional party 
games which were great fun. We went 
on to enjoy the plates of food that 

everyone had brought to the party. 

After our refreshments one of our 
members, Joy Gamble, sang two 
beautiful solos: The Christmas Rose and 
Silent Night which everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed. To complete a lovely festive 
evening we all gathered around the 

piano to sing lots of carols. 

We  l aunched  t he 
Beckford WI Recipe Book 
entitled ‘Cracking the 
Recipe Code’ – a tribute 

in food to the life of Pam 
Brewster. It contains 22 

recipes for scrumptious desserts which 
have all been tried and tested.  It is on 
sale at £3.00. Contact Jennifer Berriman 

on 01386 882029 for your copy. 

Diane Colvin 

ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I.  

On the evening of Tuesday 7th December, 
we enjoyed our annual Christmas supper 
held, this year, at Dumbleton Cricket 
Club. The enjoyment of the evening 
began during the journey from Ashton, 
when all the trees and bushes bordering 
the road were seen to be transformed 
into a frosty fantasy of shimmering white 
fretwork of branches and twigs glistening 

in the headlights of the cars. 

The outside chill was soon forgotten when 
we entered the warm, seasonably 
decorated club room, where all was ready  

for our celebrations. 

We enjoyed an excellent meal prepared 
and served by Hancox Catering of 

Winchcombe. 

Our after supper 
entertainment was 
by the Prince 
Henry’s Barber Shop 
Singers. All the 
singers are pupils at 
Prince Henry’s High 
school, and they gave a brilliant, 
professional performance under the 
leadership of Mr. Bulles. Their songs 
ranged from older traditional melodies to 

more modern ones.  

We gave thanks to Christine, Vernon, 
Rosemary and Lew for all that they did to 

organise this enjoyable event. 

Thanks, too, to the members who 
provided transport on the evening. Many 
WI activities during the year rely upon 
the willingness of members who drive to 
offer transport to other members, and we 
are very grateful for the valuable 

contribution they make. 

Our next meeting is on January 5th and 

will be a members quiz night. 

 

 
 

‘MR & MRS’ Evening 
 

SATURDAY 12th February 
Ashton Village Hall 

 

£15 per person  

to include welcome drink,  

3 course meal....and quiz! 
 

For tickets, please see: 
 

Claire Kirke  

(Plough Cottage, Elmley Road), Rachel 

Evans-Cook (First School) 

Lucy Griffiths (School Playground) 
 

Or email claire.vincent@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Singles and Couples are very welcome! 
 

Proceeds to  
Ashton Under Hill First School 

January 6th 



 

Page Page Page Page 11111111    

WILDLIFE NOTES 

On the subject of water birds, surely the most easily 
recognizable and familiar to us all is the Mute Swan, 
which is found nearly everywhere from slow flowing 
rivers to lakes, gravel pits, large ponds, and even in 
built up areas such as London, where they can be 

seen on parts of the River Thames. 

Partly domesticated, the majestic Mute Swan has a 
striking appearance. The adults’ plumage is pure white 
and the thickly feathered neck is long and curves in a 
graceful “S” shape. It can be distinguished from the truly wild swans by its downward 
pointing bill, which is a deep orange colour with a black knob and patch at the base, 

which is more prominent on the male (cob) than the female (pen). 

I recall from my early school days, just before the start of the 2nd World War (I won’t 
mention my age), I would wander up the fields from my native village of Kemerton to 
Robins Mill pond, just below Overbury. I was always fascinated watching the huge 
water wheel turning under the water pressure which operated the grinding stones 
inside the mill. Every year a pair of Mute Swans set up home near to the sluice gate, 
which regulated the water level of the pond.  Despite its reputation of being docile on 
most occasions, come nesting time the Mute Swans become extremely aggressive if 

the occasion arises. 

By the way, as may be well known, all Mute Swans belong to the “Crown”, which in 

my juvenile days I thought meant the landlord of the pub in Kemerton. 

Fred Wood 
PS  Important Advice:  Birds are not able properly to digest dry bread, so please be 

sure to soak it in water before you kindly put out for the birds. 

LOCAL WALKS WITH THE COTSWOLDS VOLUNTARY WARDENS – JANUARY 

A Climb Up To Cleeve - Saturday January 1st - Strenuous 

3 hours, 6 miles    Start: 10.00 am at Prestbury War Memorial.  OS Map 179/972239 

A look at an Old Church, an Old Railway and an Old Mill - Thursday January 6th – Easy 

2 hours, 3.5 miles  Start:10.30 am on the B4450 near the church, Churchill. OS Map 45/282241 

A Winter Walk to Belas Knap - Sunday January 16th – Easy 

3 hours, 6 miles  Start: 10.00 am at Winchcombe Back Lane car park. OS OL Map 45/023284 

Yes I Remember Adlestrop - Thursday January 20th – Moderate 

3 hours, 6 miles  Start: 10.00 am at Adlestrop village hall car park. OS OL Map 45/243272 

Northleach Figure of Eight - Saturday January 29th - Easy 

One loop to Farmington and another to Hampnett.   AM 2.5 hours, 4 miles, PM 2 hours, 3.5 
miles.  Start:  10.00 am and 2.00 pm at The Old Prison car park Northleach.  Please park 

considerately using the far end.  OS OL Map 45/108149. 
 

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy in places.  EASY - 
terrain is mainly level, MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground, STRENUOUS – may 
be rough under foot, ascents and descents may be steep.  Sorry, no dogs allowed except guide 
and hearing dogs. Walks are free although any donations help to fund our conservation work 

and improvement projects. 

The Wardens run a full programme of guided walks throughout the Cotswolds.  For more 
information see www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000.  Also for any changes to 

arrangements, such as due to bad weather.  
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PARISH DIRECTORY 
Canon Matthew Baynes  Priest in Charge Beckford Group Parish 

01684 772237       Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Beckford 

mbaynes@toucansurf.com  Rector of Bredon with Bredon’s Norton, Rural Dean of Pershore 
 

Revd. Terry Henderson  Associate Priest ~  Area of Responsibility: Ashton 

01386 710394  Rector of Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton, Great and Little Combertons 
terryhenderson2@googlemail.com       
 

Revd. Susan Renshaw  Associate Priest ~ Area of Responsibility: Overbury, Teddington and Alstone 

01386 750203  Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford 
revsusan@btinternet.com    

Revd. Clive Parr  Associate Priest part-time Non-Stipendiary Minister 
01386 710700    cw.parr@btinternet.com 
 

Revd. Christine Turpin   Assistant Curate to the Bredon Hill Group of Parishes. 
01386 882263    c.turpin@mac.com 
 

Readers  Capt. Dennis Oxley    St. Nicholas Cottage, Teddington 01242 620435 
  John Dodge       The Old Farmhouse, Ashton under Hill 01386 881487 

  Roger Palmer  5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road    01386 881746 
 

Treasurer  Mike Sanger-Davies   01386 881910 
Verger  Jim Wooldridge   01386 881049  

Parish Enquiries via The Rectory, Bredon    01684 772237 
 Parish Secretary Helen Bromfield              helen.parishoffice@toucansurf.com 

 Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon     01684 772237 

 Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford    01386 881349 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  

Beckford 
 

Churchwardens Sue Hastead         01386 882537   
 David Carvill          01386 882002 
Secretary Sue Hastead         01386 882537   
Treasurer Paul Jay  01386 881990 

Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 

Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 881711 
 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 

Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Derek Rooney  01386 725585 

Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 

Flowers Nicky Sentance  01386 725309 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 

Ashton-under-Hill 
 

Churchwardens     Malcolm Nelson 01386 881778 

 Alex Dodge  01386 881487 
Secretary Alex Dodge  01386 881487 

Treasurer Robin Welton 01386 881959 

Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Barbara Moore 01386 881597 

Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 881711 
 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,  01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan   01242 620763 
Secretary Jane Rogers  01242 620592 

Treasurer Harry Jeffery  01526 397448 
Flowers  

Teddington  Mary Healey 01242 620412 
Alstone Jane Rogers 01242 620592 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin 01242 620565 

Alstone  Betty Beckman 01242 620289 

Ashton Ann Carnegie 01386 882393 
Beckford Roger Palmer 01386 881746 

 

Minibus 

Andy Richmond     01386 881237 
Andrew Barnett       01386 881145 
 

 

Disability Awareness Representatives 
 

Alex Dodge    01386 881487 

Nicky Sentance    01386 725309 
 

Magazine 
 

Editor  

Deborah Whitehouse 01386 882386  
Lauren House, 

Little Beckford, Tewkesbury, GL20 7AL 
E-mail:  d.whitehouse@homecall.co.uk 
 

Treasurer 

Laurence Alexander 01386 881814 
The Old Police Station 

Beckford, Tewkesbury, 

GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 

Beckford Jessie Alexander  01386 881814 

Chapelries  Rosie Atkin 01242 620565 
 Julie Taylor 01242 620990 

Overbury Ros Long 01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479 
   

Web Sites 
 

www.bredonhillchurches.org 
www.beckford-village.org 

www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk 

www.teddingtonandalstone.org.uk 
www.overbury.org 
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January Diary 
 
5th Ashton WI - Quiz Night, Ashton Village Hall   7:30 pm 
7th Ashton Lunch Club, Cricket Club         12:30 pm 
10th Beckford WI -  Beckford Village Hall   7:30 pm 
11th Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall   12:30 pm 
16th COPY DAT E FOR MAGAZINE 
23rd United Parish Worship, Beckford Church   10 am 
26th Gardening Club - ‘Croome Park House’, Beckford Village Hall 7:30 pm 
28th Coffee Morning, Beckford Church   10:30 am 
 

Please remember that subscriptions for 2011 
are due in January. 

 

Please have your £4 ready when your January 
issue is delivered. 


