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Ashton house
wins award

-page 3

One down, more to go. -Bn start to
remove overhead lines. Story page 2.

How many new houses
should village support?

To what extent should Ashton grow
in size over the next 20 years? An
important and major exercise to find
the best answer begins in earnest
this month.

An exhibition from 1 to 7.30pm on
Tuesday 23 March in Beckford
village hall marks the start of
consultation to last several months.

Landowners, housing associations
and councils have suggested
possible housing sites throughout
the county. Comments have to be
made by the end of April and
planners will publish their preferred
options in autumn. There will then
be further consultation, leading to a
public enquiry.

District councillor Adrian Darby told
the parish council that in response
to government housing policy
Wychavon was looking to provide
an extra 1,000 houses, shared
between about 20 villages.

Housing should be concentrated in
villages considered most
sustainable because they had good

Debate opens to
decide future
size of Ashton

public transport, a shop, school,
playing field or hall, he said.

Nothing had been decided yet, but
he thought that large villages like
Bredon and Broadway were likely to
see more development.

AVill ages are
pressure to take more housing, and
they are looking to extend the
devel opment
Darby said.

Jeff Fletcher said it could be hard to
find even two or three possible sites
in Ashton, and he asked what
would happen if insufficient land
were available.

Ray Satchell expressed concern
that any further development would
increase congestion.

Clir Darby said more sites had
been proposed overall than would
be needed. No figures had

been suggested for

Group set up snow crisis line

Following coverage of the
big freeze in the previous
Ashton News, 16 villagers
with 4x4 vehicles, and
other volunteers, have set
up an assistance service
for the next emergency.

The Snowline Group will
help less mobile residents
needing for example to
attend medical
appointments, collect
food or prescriptions.

Sarah Lane 881540 and
Nadine Simpkin 881162
would still like to hear from
others who would be
willing to clear snow for the
those unable to do it for
themselves.

Meanwhile, the parish
council is to press for a grit
box to be sited on Cornfield
Way. Doreen Cope also
passed on the thanks of
residents there to David

Haines who had helped to
keep the road passable by
fetching grit from Gorse
Hill.

The council is also to look
into a potential problem,
raised by Jeff Fletcher, of
water running across the
road from the drive of two
new houses opposite the
village hall, and causing
difficulty for cars and
pedestrians when it froze.

individual villages, and
parish councils could make a
good case for resisting more
housing than they wanted.

County councillor Adrian
Har dman tol d
parish council that he had
objected to Ashton being
classified as a category one
village, with good facilities
and therefore greatest scope
for development, as a result
of which it had been later
downgraded to category two.
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Ashton News 2:0ur environment

Listening for
the herald
of springtime

Farm life
by Charles Archer
i Wh at r e

weat her! o
well-used phrase of a
salesman who used to
visit our farm in the
1960s. He was never
wrong. Farming depends
upon the weather and
that always poses the
greatest challenge.

March has many weather
sayings associated with

it Al f Mar g
like a lion it will go out like
a | ambo or wvi

No real field work has
taken place due to low
temperatures  impeding
both crop and weed
growth but these tem-
peratures have also kept
crop disease at bay.

The snow acted like a
downy quilt on most
crops and protected them
from frost damage.

Lambing has started in
the sheds across the hill,
so lambs will soon be
gambolling around the
fields hopefully as the
days get warmer.

| always look upon the
Chiffchaff to be a true
herald of spring. The ear-
liest | have heard it sing-
ing was March 3 in 1967.
| have not heard its dis-
tinctive song this year.

They remained here late
last year with their dulcet
tones being heard up to
the end of September.
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IIIegaI dumping: Nearly 300 incidents were mvestlgated by Wychavon off|C|aIs last year

This year, when he thought no-one was
r watehilngl aemotorist dumped an old oil
i drumwratlse patkingearea at the bottom
of The Groaten. Someone was.

The unsightly mess, with broken glass
from the drum spilling across the grass,
remained for several days as a
reminder of the recklessness of those
who care so little for our countryside
that they cover it in rubbish.

The material was eventually cleared
awag/ andlt e |nC|dent |s belng looked
|nto by ychavon envwonmental
chrotegtion  Lofficers. The person
responsible is likely to hear from them.
For last year they investigated all 281
reported cases of fly-tipping in the
district. Eighty four of those responsible
were traced and 15 went to court, with
fines and costs of up to £1,500. Others
have been forced to pay for cleaning up

Spot it and
help stop It

their mess.

The rubbish included tyres, nappies,
rubble, and gas cylinders, although these
are owned by manufacturers Propane
who will collect them free.

Environment officer Warren Cox urged
anyone who witnesses fly-tipping to call
the incident line, 01386 565656, giving
the car registration number if possible.
Even if the vehicle is not seen, every
case is pursued as far as possible.

fiwe have even had
filled with waste, but they still have a duty
of care to have it

Village sign idea worth
another look, says Jeff

the £3,000 cost.

A decorative

wooden sign could
replace the present
metal signposts by

Ashton should
reconsider erect-
ing a village sign
to unite the com-
munity and har-

soon you

The first overhead lines
have come down under
the £250k project by
power company E-on.

Project manager Trevor
Doyle said others behind

Now you see them,

ness its creative
talents, a cham-
pion of the idea
has said.

Jeff Fletcher spoke after
parish council colleagues

rejected the plan at a meet-

ing he could not attend.

He thought that using local

craftspeople could reduce

the village cross,
and feature the
vill ageds
with a design competition
open to local schools.
AThis woul d
together, and | hope
someone else will pick
up on this, o

The Groaten and along
Elmley Road to Bakers
hiiarfe sSh@UldYbe down by

the end of March.

The next phase of work

b rwill ReGuirePa$oldPclo-€

sure, so will start after
the start of the school
RuGnmerddiidhys. BT

lines will remain.
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Ashton News 3:Our village

Are you sitting comfortably?

Ashton First School has
appealed to local parents,
and especially to grand-
parents, to support a bold
initiative to help pupils
develop their reading
skills.

Head teacher Bryony
Baynes wants members
of the local community,
young and old, to come in
and listen to children
reading their favourite
books.

AThere are onl
hours in the school day
and often it gets difficult

for teachers to get around

al | the childr
AiWe think
grandparents in the com-
munity who

their own grandchildren
and who might like to

6adoptd& our
hel p with

The reading might be on a
one-to-one basis or in
small groups. The school
can provide training, and
will pay lavishly - in cups
of tea or coffee, biscuits,

d o ncost. |

¢ heomndirityeluhchésNog
r e a dpyhichJocaPpeople could

Welcome to
OLi st e
gr andm
(or granddad

Hours can be arranged by
mutual convenience - a
morning or afternoon a
week, occasional hours,
or more frequently.

The séh8ol iftBrinitted
to safeguarding the wel-
fare of all its pupils, and
accustomed to making the.
n&cBssa

volunteers and pay the
ive near
The school also wants to

?y C?QB EhecRsit d.
t h e rwil cary thesetout tore

1)
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n with
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establish a programme of

eat with pupils and read to
them afterwards, or possi-
bly eat with staff after the
children have eaten.
iQur pupil s
much enjoy eating and

WO

Let us tell you a story:

the community, and we

have an excellent cater-

ing company,
yngs sgide

As a first step, she would

0

Pupils love reading

help organise a planning
committee.

AMyorse interested in ei-

ther scheme should call

881333 or email to

and gratitude. talking with members of welcome approaches to head@ashton.worcs.sch.

Judges praise home in keeping with s&tthgol buses urged to avoid Beckford lan

Jennifer and Colin Creese
have been commended in
Wychavonds Bui
sign Awards for Ashbee,

their house in Wood

Lane, designed and con-
structed by Border Oak.

Son Peter was their pro-

ject manager.

Judges
craftsmanship approach,
understanding wishes of
the client, needs of the
planning authority, and
constraints and opportuni-
ties offered

pr ai s e dpofiengafarural building

b Byket he

The new property, on the
site of a previous one,
Ibleshdedh trpditional-con-
struction methods and
materials with the modern
needs of living space.

The design respected the
location beside Bredon
Hill, and retained the pro-

with a ridge only slightly
higher than a bungalow.

The couple received their
award from Wychavon

chairman CliIr Andrew
site.

0

School bus operators are
to be asked to avoid the
Ashton to Beckford road.

Parish councillors this
week discussed damage
to tarmac and verges on
what is known locally as
Rabbit Lane, caused by
wide passing vehicles.

During the freeze, a large
pothole developed under
the snow-covered lane,
which was later flooded.

County councillor Adrian
Hardman said the county
planned to replace a 400-

year old stone culvert
during summer and he
proposed an anti-
clockwise one-way
system for school buses
from Beckford along the
A46 to Ashton, returning
along Beckford Road.

Parish councillors voted
unanimously however to
press for school buses to
use the A46 both ways.

Clir Hardman supported
the move and predicted
large savings in road
maintenance.



