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Butterflies seen on a walk on Bredon Hill on 
Friday 7 August 2009  

 

The 21 different species recorded that day represents more than a third 
of British butterfly species. 
 
1 Large white 

 
 

2 Small white 

 
 

3 Green-veined white 
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4 Marbled white 

 
 

5 Brimstone 

 
 

6 Common blue 
 
Only the male is such a vivid 
blue, females are mainly 
brown as below:- 
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7 Holly blue 
 

 
 

8 Small skipper 

 
 

9 Essex skipper 
 
Newly recorded on Bredon 
Hill in 2008. 
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10 Large skipper 

 
 

11 Ringlet 

 
 

12 Meadow brown 
 
The red mark on the back is 
a parasitic mite, Trombidium 
breei  
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13 Small heath 
 
Very few present on Bredon 
Hill; never rests with its wings 
open. 

 
 

14 Gatekeeper 

 
 

15 Small copper 
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16 Speckled wood 

 
 

17 Comma 

 
 

18 Red admiral 
 
Until recently this species did 
not over-winter in the UK; 
now seen throughout the 
year – evidence of global-
warming perhaps. 
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19 Peacock 

 
 

20 Painted lady 
 
Does not survive our winters, 
but is a regular migrant.  
Numbers in 2009 are one of 
the highest on record. 

 
 

21 Small tortoiseshell 
 
Once our most common 
garden butterfly, perhaps 
apart from the whites; but 
numbers crashed in 2007 
and 2008, now recovering 
well. 

 
 

 


