Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 May 2006 in the 

Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill

DRAFT

Present

	J Fletcher
	Chairman
	JF

	L Pasqualin
	Vice Chairman
	LP

	G Barnett
	
	GB

	D Cope
	
	DC

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	S Hague
	
	SH

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	3 members of the public
	
	


Action

	1.
	Apologies for absence.  Cllr Sanger-Davies and District Cllr Darby.  Accepted. 
	

	2.
	Declaration of interest.  None.
	

	3.
	To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 2006.  Signed as agreed.
	

	4.
	Public question time.  No questions.
	

	5.
	District Councillor’s report.  Cllr Darby had reported by phone that there were 3 planning applications in process and that all 3 would be decided under delegated powers.  He reported that the final draft of the Conservation Area Review would be finalised in the next few weeks. 
	

	6.
	County Councillor’s report.  Cllr Hardman not present.
	

	7.
	Planning

7.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/06/00498/CA – Land adjacent to Rockland House.  Demolition of barn, adjoining shed and wall to west of barn, both barn and shed have been extensively damaged by fire.  No objection.

W/06/00497/PN – Land adjacent to Rockland House.  Erection of two storey dwelling and garage.  No objection but a suggestion that the bricks resulting from demolition of the barn could be re-used on the proposed dwelling.  This would particularly enhance the Conservation Area on the east elevation as it faces the village street.

W/06/00635/PP – Halfpenny Horn, Beckford Road.  Proposed demolition of single storey extension to rear of existing cottage and erection of a one and a half storey extension.  No objection.

7.2 Further application for consideration.

W/06/00696/PN – Karanta, Elmley Road.  Erection of a dwelling.  GB declared an interest and left the meeting.  As the proposed dwelling was two storey, not a single storey as initially proposed for the site, it was agreed to recommend refusal.  There was also concern that this could cause a precedence.  The Council remained concerned about the access to the site.  Clerk to notify WDC.

7.3 Decisions

Approvals:

W/06/00375/PP – 19 Elmley Road.  Single storey extension to rear.

W/06/00292/CU – Ashton-under-Hill Playgroup.  Pre-school children’s play area.

W/06/00071/PP – Bakers House, Bakers Lane.  Erection of single storey rear kitchen extension.  Remove existing conservatory and replace with side room with balcony over.

W/06/00131/PP – Brooklands, Cheltenham Road.  Erection of garage and studio workshop.

W/06/00124/PP – Hill View, Chandlers End.  Erection of double garage with log store. 
	JH

	8.
	Progress reports.

8.1 Bark in play area.  The Chairman read out a report from J Aspey in which he outlined the incident and damaged caused.  Copy attached. All agreed that that they were happy with the way that the incident had been handled and that no prosecution was necessary.
8.2 Highways.  Sir Michael Spicer MP had visited the village and had written a letter to the HPU supporting the wishes of the village for road repairs.  Chairman to contact HPU to ask for a progress report.   Clerk to contact HPU to ascertain if it possible to widen the junction of Elmley Road with the Groaten due to the danger when busses are entering the village.  Clerk also to report the large pothole outside 19 Elmley Road. 

8.3 Footpaths.  The Chairman read the report from the Footpath Warden.  Copy to be circulated.  It was agreed that the possibility of opening up the footpath from Piggy Lane to The Groaten.  Clerk to contact the land owner.  
8.4 Village clean up bursary.  The litter pick had been successful and bursary applied for.  Clerk to write a letter of thanks to Kim Taylor for his help. 
8.5 Parking problems in the village.  It was reported that the problem of parking on the newly-planted grass in Elmley Road was worsening.  Clerk to check if HPU has contacted residents.  If not Clerk to write to householders in the area.
8.6 Extended recycling facilities.  Glass recycling would be available to those households that already receive the coloured sacks.
8.7 New bench.  This had been installed. The Chairman thanked all concerned.
8.8 Litter bins.  It was agreed to supply litter bins for the football field, Piggy Lane and at the Middle School.  Clerk to order 2 the same as the one at the Cross and investigate the possibility of a vandal-proof bin for the football field.
8.9 Willow Cottage.  It was reported that some of the boarding had become insecure and so open to possible vandalism.  SH to inform the owner. 
	JF

JH

JH

JH

JH

JH

SH

	9.
	Finance

9.1 Annual Accounts 2005/06.  It was agreed to adopt the accounts and they were signed by the Chairman and Clerk.

9.2 Insurance policy.  It was agreed to renew the policy and increase the value insured for the bus shelter to £2,300.  Clerk to notify.
9.3 Rural Rate Relief.  It was agreed to support this.  Clerk to notify WDC.
9.4 Clerk’s Annual salary review.  The Clerk left the room.  It was agreed to adopt the 2006 pay scales.  Clerk returned.
9.5 Payments.  The Clerk circulated the current financial report.  Payments were agreed and the cheques signed.
9.6 Bank balances.  These were accepted.
	JH

JH

	10.
	Parish Lengthsman Scheme.

The Chairman read a progress report from the Lengthsman.  SH to inspect completed work.

It was agreed to continue with the Scheme for 2006/07.  Clerk to inform WCC.

It was requested that update reports should be circulated including the list of jobs in hand.
	SH

JH

JH

	11.
	Obstruction of footpath south of Cornfield Way.

The Chairman read a letter from the Footpath Warden informing the Council of the problem.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the Footpath Warden to ask which householders are involved.  Clerk to write to householder to request all garden waste and incinerators etc are kept within their own property boundaries.
	JH

	12.
	Correspondence.

The Chairman read a letter in which it was pointed out that the Parish Council directory on the village website was in need of updating and that the draft minutes had been posted late.   Clerk to send current details to website manager and ensure the draft minutes are posted as quickly as is practical. 
	JH

	13.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.

ASC -It was asked for the ASC minutes could be circulated to Councillors and for a report to be given at each PC meeting thus enabling the PC to keep in touch with the activities of the ASC.  It was agreed that the ASC report would be an agenda item for future meetings. 

Bus shelter – It was commented that the new bus shelter was of a very high standard of workmanship but that it offered little protection against the weather. It was suggested that alteration may be possible in the future.  It was also suggested that a shelter at Cornfield Way would be appreciated.

PC meetings – It was suggested that there should be an effort to make the Parish Meeting an informal occasion to encourage more residents to attend. 
	JH

	14.
	Dates of the meetings for the next twelve months.

11 July 2006 

12 September 2006 

05 December 2006 

09 January 2007 

13 March 2006 – also Annual Parish meeting

08 May 2006 – also annual Parish Council meeting


	


The meeting ended at 9.22pm.
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