Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council

DRAFT

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 11 May 2004 in the Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill.

Present:

	G Barnett
	Chairman
	GB

	D Cope
	Vice Chairman
	DC

	J Alington
	
	JAL

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	In attendance:
	
	

	L Eyre  (arrived late, left 19.50)
	County Councillor
	LE

	J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH


	
	
	
	Action

	1
	
	Election of Chairman
	

	
	
	J Alington proposed G Barnett, R Satchell seconded, all agreed. GB signed Declaration of Acceptance witnessed by Clerk.
	

	2
	
	Confirmation of Appointment of Clerk

GB proposed, and DC seconded the confirmation of the new Clerk.  All agreed.
	

	3
	
	Apologies

Apologies were received from L Pasqualin, J Aspey and J Fletcher.  All accepted. 
	

	4
	
	Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda. 

None.
	

	5
	
	To confirm the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 10 March 2003.

These were signed as agreed. 
	

	6
	
	Election of Vice Chairman.

RS proposed Mrs D Cope, JAL seconded, all agreed.
	

	7
	
	Appointment of Representatives.

7.1 Social Centre – Julian Alington

7.2 Police & Community Consultative Group – Jeff Fletcher

7.3 Parish Transport – Margaret Nicklin

7.4 Parish Footpath Officer – Joe Aspey

7.5 Bredon Hill Conservation Group – Ray Satchell

7.6 Planning Liason – Jeff Fletcher
	

	8
	
	To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 March 2004.

Signed as agreed.
	

	9
	
	Progress Reports.

Potholes in The Groaten – GB wrote to LE, see item 11.
Replacement seat for Cornfield Way – DC had received a quote for £190 and is waiting to find out the possible discount and to receive other quotes.

Village Plan – John Darby will Chair committee at the meeting on 12.5.04

Pumping Station – Money has been agreed and the Deed of Grant was handed to the Clerk for safe keeping.

Village Signs – To be postponed until the next meeting.

Cleaning Village – Overtaken by concentrating on the Lengthsman Scheme.
	

	10
	
	District Councillor’s Report.

Adrian Darby not present.
	

	11
	
	County Councillor’s Report.

Broadway Division -LE gave information to circulate.

Safer Routes to School – Site meeting to be held on 7 or 8 June at 11.00am.

School bus run – LE will look into what can be done to alleviate the problems caused by the excessive speed they travel at without giving way to on coming traffic.

Work in The Groaten – extent of work that can be done is a financial decision.

Back Lane – Too costly to resurface but LE will ask for the potholes to be repaired.  

Ashton-under-Hill to Beckford Road – concerns about buses possibly going into ditches.  It was asked if warning signs could be put in place if the potholes were not going to be mended immediately.  Clerk to write to Pete Browne re: potholes.

Lengthsman Scheme – LE agreed it was a good arrangement to enter into. 


	JH

	12
	
	Correspondence

12.1 Lengthsman Scheme – Chairman read out information received to date.  Council agreed to apply for the scheme and to apply for £2,000.  The Council already has a preferred contractor who cuts grass and carries out some maintenance work for which £650 was paid last year.  He would be willing to continue on an hourly rate under the scheme.  Clerk to advertise the post on the Parish Council notice board and in the Post Office.

12.2 Dog Warden – Call received from the Environmental Health Department asking if the Council required any “No Fouling” signs.  All agreed.  Clerk to contact.  Clerk also to contact Keith Handy to agree siting of 2 more dog waste bins.

12.3 External lighting – complaint received as there are some very bright external lights in the Village and some are left on all night causing intrusion to others.  Council agreed for an item to be put in the Newsletter. 
	  JH

  JH

 JAL

	13
	
	Finance

13.1 To consider the proposal that the Clerk should adopt the duties of RFO.  All agreed.

13.2 To consider the proposal that Iain Selkirk should be asked to act as Internal Auditor for 2003/04.  All agreed.

13.3 Two signatories to counter sign a letter from RFO requesting that HSBC recognises her as an agent for the Council to enable her to receive and request information.  All agreed GB and DC signed letter.  GB and DC also signed a letter of confirmation from the HSBC.

13.4 To receive Bank Balances to date.  

HSBC Bank Account at 11 May 2004 -          £9,282.51

          Receipts

          28.4.04      WDC                       £4,500

13.5  To approve payments.

          Payments -agreed

Cheque No

                 Details

Amount £
100384

ASC – Annual Donation

2,000.00

100385

ASC – hire Green Room

       7.00

100386

WCALC – Annual Subs

   161.12

100387

MJHopkins – salary  216.15

                Expenses    25.48

   241.63

100388

Allianz Cornhill - Insurance

   315.67

13.6  Extra Item

To consider the estimate from R Keen of £690 for grass cutting in the Village April to September 2004.  All agreed to accept.  Clerk to confirm.
	 JH

	14
	
	Planning

14.1  Previously circulated applications.

 W/04/00740/PP  Mrs Andrews, Merriott, Cottons Lane.

No objections.

W/04/00647/PP  The Owner, 10 Elmley Road.

No objections.

14.2 Late applications.

W/04/00837/PP  Mr N garner, Folly Cottage, Elmley Road.

No objections.

14.3  Decisions

W/04/00555/PP  Mr & Mrs Sellick, The maples, Elmley Road.  Approved.

W/03/02274/LUE  Mr & Mrs Portman, Long Carrant Caravan Park, Cheltenham Road.  Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use has been issued.

W/04/00021/PP  Mr & Mrs Holland, Oakwood House, Bakers Lane.  Approved.

W/04/00438/OU  Mr & Mrs Creese, Karanta, Elmley Road.  Approved.  As the Council strongly disagree with the decision Clerk to write to the planning department to request a site meeting with a representative of the Highways Department and themselves to discuss the problems of access.  Cc Adrian Darby (District Councillor).
	JH

	15
	
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda.

Village Website – Council agreed that agendas and draft Minutes will appear on the website as well as Clerk’s telephone number.  Clerk gave JAL details of WCALC website to consider a link.

An email was read out from L Pasqualin informing the Council that she would be temporarily living outside the Parish but still working in Ashton-under-Hill.  She conveyed that she was confident that she would still be able to carry out her duties as a Councillor but if the Council wished she would resign.  All agreed that hey were happy for her to remain on the Council. 

Sign for Chandlers End is missing.  Clerk to contact relevant body.
	JH

	
	
	Extra Item

Byrd’s Field – As land that adjoins ASC playing fields is coming up for sale the PC has the opportunity to purchase it.  Some of the land is already ear marked for other uses which leaves approximately 2 ½ - 3 acres remaining.  PC is waiting to hear from the Vendor’s agent regarding the asking price of the remaining area.  The Council agreed in principle to the purchase of the land.   As time is of the essence in this project the Chairman asked if the Council would agree to the Chairman and Vice Chairman having the authority to progress matters with the strict understanding that all Councillors would be kept fully informed at all stages.  RS proposed and JAL seconded.  All agreed.  The Clerk to contact the District Valuer to make arrangements for an independent valuation.    
	JH

	16
	
	Date of Next Meeting

It was agreed to continue meeting on the second Tuesday of alternate months.

Next Meeting – 13 July 2004.

Subsequently:

14 September 2004 

9 November 2004 

11 January 2005 

  8 March 2005
	

	
	
	Meeting ended at 9.25pm.
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