Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 November 2005 in the Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill.

DRAFT

Present

	G Barnett
	Chairman
	GB

	D Cope
	Vice Chairman
	DC

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	L Pasqualin
	
	LP

	5 members of the public
	
	

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH


  Action

	1.
	Apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Cllr J Fletcher, District Cllr A Darby and county Cllr A Hardman.  All were accepted.
	

	2.
	Declarations of interest.  None
	

	3.
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 September 2005.  These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	4.
	Resignation of Cllr J Alington.

The Chairman read out the letter of resignation from Cllr Alington, which the Council accepted.  Clerk to notify WDC and post the relevant notices.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write a letter of thanks to Cllr Alington in recognition of the valuable service he has given to the Council.
	JH

JH

	5.
	Public question time.

The Council was asked if it was possible to revisit its decision to move the Kartco bench as, in the opinion of the resident, it was seen to be unreasonable.  The Chairman said that this view this view would be taken into consideration.
	

	6.
	District Councillor’s report.

Cllr Darby was unable to attend the meeting but had informed the Council by email that Willow Cottage seemed safe for the moment but he suspects that it needs to be listed to secure it in the long term.
	

	7.
	County Councillor’s report.

Cllr Hardman was unable to attend the meeting but had sent a written report.  (copy attached)
	

	8.
	Planning

8.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/05/01802/LB – Plough Cottage.  Convert existing garage to family room.  No objections.

W/05/01700/PN – Long Carrant Caravan Park.  Erection of single storey shop and admin office.  No Objections.

W/05/01517/PP – Folly Cottage, Elmley Road.  Construction of conservatory and garage.  No objections.

W/05/01761/CA – Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  Demolition of existing dwelling – site to be re-developed for housing.  Strong objections to the demolition of Willow Cottage as it forms a valuable part of the Village Street Scene.  It is suggested that the cottage should be refurbished and possibly extended.

8.2 Further applications received.  None.

8.3 Decisions.
Approvals

W/05/01517/PP – Folly Cottage.

W/05/01455/PP – 10 Gorse Hill.

W/05/01344/PP – Orchard Cottons Lane.
	

	9.
	Progress reports

9.1 Lengthsman – The Clerk reported that work had started on clearing the gullies in Cottons Lane and the necessary work by the war memorial would be completed by Remembrance Day.  It was agreed that AS-D and RS would inspect each job on its completion.  Clerk to inform Lengthsman.  Clerk to supply each Cllr with the list of work for the Lengthsman.

9.2 Village – The Clerk reported that Alan Saunders of the Rural Community Council would attend the January meeting of the Parish Council to explain what exactly is involved in carrying out a Housing Needs Survey.  John Darby also offered to attend that meeting.  LP reported that she had spoken to Mrs savage about a village shop.  At the moment Mrs Savage runs a buying co-operative but may in the future expand this into a shop.

9.3 Speed monitoring equipment – WCC had informed the Council that this equipment could not be operated by members of the public but it would arrange for the monitoring to be carried by Alan Long.  Clerk to send a reminder.

9.4 Extra litter bin at the playing fields – It was reported that the ASC would buy litter bins on a two for one basis.  DC to request ASC to pass on to the Council exact prices and illustrations of the preferred bins. 

9.5 Bench at the Cross – The Chairman read out the reply from Kartco to the Council’s request to move the bench from the Cross.  In response to being asked for his opinion the Chairman said that it was partly his fault that the error had occurred in the first place, that it was a trivial matter, and now he wished for the situation to be resolved to the satisfaction of all.  Cllrs said that mixed responses had been received from residents.  Some Cllrs requested longer to consider a response.  RS pointed out that a decision had already been made and should be upheld.  It was agreed that a Parish Council meeting should be called for 17th November 2005 at 7.15pm in the Green Room.  RS verbally resigned and left the room at 8.25pm.  The Chairman pointed out that the Council had now lost two valuable Cllrs over a trivial issue.  The Chairman to speak to RS personally to ask him to reconsider.  The Chairman read out a letter from ASC opposing the removal of the bench. 
	JH

JH

JH

DC

	10.
	Finance

10.1 Annual donation to St Barbara’s Church.  After discussion it was agreed that a donation of £1085, being 50% of the expected maintenance costs, would be made in the next financial year.  Clerk to inform the Church Committee.

10.2 The Council’s policy on requests for donations.   It was agreed to set aside £500 in the budget for next year for donations to charities.  This to be reviewed the following year.

10.3 Request for donation from Evesham and Pershore Neighbourhood Watch Association.  It was agreed to donate £50.  Clerk to organise.

10.4 Donation for the Church Minibus Group.  It was agreed to donate £300 towards the running costs of the Church minibus during the next financial year.  Clerk to inform Church Committee.

10.5 Donation to ASC towards the costs of resurfacing the Children’s Play Area.  After discussion it was agreed to donate £1,000 to ASC towards the resurfacing project.  Clerk to notify ASC.

10.6 Grass cutting quote for 2006.  It was agreed to accept the quote of £750 from Mr R Keen.

10.7 Budget.  After discussion it was agreed to request a precept of £10,000.  Clerk to inform WDC.

10.8 Rural Rate Relief – Post Office (new premises).  It was agreed to support the application.  Clerk to inform WDC.

10.9 To approve payments.  All payments were approved (copy attached) and cheques were issued in respect of the donation for the Evesham and Pershore Neighbourhood Watch Association and the annual donation to the ASC for 2004/05 and 2005/06.

10.10 Bank balance.  The current financial report was circulated (copy attached) and the bank balance was accepted.
	JH

JH

JH

JH

JH

JH

	11.
	Parish Council Representative on the Village Plan Committee.  LP volunteered to do this.  All agreed.
	

	12.
	Correspondence.  

Letter from WDC regarding the proposed changes reorganisation of the Police Force.  To be circulated for comment.
	JH

	13.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.  

It was reported that the plans of ASC for a youth shelter had been shelved.
	

	14.
	Date of next meeting.  Thursday 17th November 2005 at 7.15pm in the Green Room.  The meeting after that will be on 10th January 2005.
	

	15.
	Village. 

Mr John Darby pointed out any changes that had been made to the Village Plan since the last Parish Council meeting and asked for the Council’s comments on the final draft.  He requested that the Council should take time to thoroughly consider any response and asked for comments to be sent to him by the following week.  Clerk to notify Mr Darby of the comments. 
	JH


The meeting ended at 9.30pm.

