Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24 January 2006 

in the Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill

DRAFT

Present

	G Barnett
	Chairman
	GB

	D Cope
	Vice Chairman
	DC

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	J Fletcher
	
	JF

	L Pasqualin (arrived 7.52)
	
	LP

	S Hague (co-opted)
	
	SH

	A Darby
	District Councillor
	AD

	J Burgin
	Speaker
	JB

	15 members of the public
	
	

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH


Action

	1.
	Apologies for absence.  Adrian Hardman, County Councillor
	

	
	JB informed the meeting that the draft Conservation Area Review was not yet in the public domain and so would need to be put before the Parish Council in private session.  The Chairman asked if anyone had any objection to Item 5 being  deferred until the end of the agenda when the public would be asked to leave.  There were no objections. The Chairman also invited anyone who had attended the meeting for Item 5 only to leave the meeting if they wished.  One member of the public left the meeting.
	

	2.
	Co-option to fill casual vacancy.  All agreed to a paper ballot.  Simon Hague was the successful candidate by a majority vote.  Mr Hague signed a Declaration of Acceptance form and was given a Register of Interest form to complete and return to WDC.  Clerk to write to the unsuccessful candidate and thank him for his interest.
	JH

	3.
	Declaration of interests.  None.
	

	4.
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 8 November 2005 and 17 November 2005 respectively. Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	5.
	Conservation area Review.  Deferred to the end of the agenda.
	

	
	For the benefit of the members of the public present the Chairman read out the agenda.
	

	6.
	Ashton-under-Hill Playgroup.  
6.1 A representative of the Playgroup, Janet Campbell, explained the layout of equipment.  All accepted in principle the proposed design.  Clerk to notify Playgroup in writing.

6.2 The Council agreed to submit the necessary planning application on behalf of the Playgroup.  Clerk to inform Playgroup in writing.
	JH

JH

	7.
	District Councillor’s report for information.  AD reported that the Government’s Rate Support Grant had gone up to 7% for the coming financial year.  As costs were expected to rise by only 2.5% it meant that there would be a surplus of funds.  As this was due to a recalculation of the formula used to assess the Government’s contribution the rise could not be expected in subsequent years.  Various schemes were being considered and AD said he would favour those that rural areas.  He also said he would like to see the recycling facilities extended to the most rural areas.  This also applied to the new glass recycling initiative.

LP arrived.

AD commented that he was very happy with the draft Conservation Area Review and would support it when it came to the Development Control Committee.  He pointed out that the further along in the process that the Review got the more weight it would carry in the argument against demolishing Willow Cottage. 
	

	8.
	County Councillor’s report for information.  Adrian Hardman was unable to attend the meeting but had sent a written report, which was read out by the Chairman.  (copy attached)  It was noted that the roads in and near the village were still in a poor state of repair were as roads in nearby villages had benefited from repair.  Clerk to write in strongest possible terms to Sir Michael Spicer MP and request a site visit. CC to Sally Everest.
	

	9.
	The seat at the Cross.  DC proposed that the bench should be left where it is.  LP seconded but said that it should be ensured that Parish council business should be carried out in a proper manner in the future.  GB agreed.  The proposal was carried.  It was agreed that the new litter bin should be placed at the Cross and the wooden bench should be placed on the grass in front of the Cross itself.  Clerk to approach Ian Clarkson for a quote.
	JH

	10.
	Ash tree in Gorse Hill.  It was agreed that the tree needed attention and that the Clerk approach Simon Hague for a quote for the work.
	JH

	11.
	Planning.

11.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/05/02007/PP – Mtha Dara, Cheltenham Road.  Single storey side extension and conservatory to rear.  No objection.

W/05/02197/PN – Bredon Hill School, Ashton-under-Hill.  Dining room extension.  No objection.

11.2 Further applications to consider.  

W/06/00071/PP – Bakers House, Bakers Lane.  Erection of single storey rear kitchen extension.  Remove existing conservatory and replace with side room with balcony over.   No objections.  Clerk to inform WDC.

11.3 To report decisions.

Approvals.

W/05/02007/PP – Mitha Cara, Cheltenham Road.  Single storey side extension and conservatory to rear (amendment to previously approved scheme ref:W/05/01204/PP).

W/05/01700/PN – Long Carrant Caravan Park, Cheltenham Road.  Erection of single storey shop and admin office.

W/05/01802/LB – Plough Cottage, Elmley road.  Convert existing garage to family room.

Refusal

W/05/01761/CA – Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  Demolition of existing dwelling – site to be re-developed for housing.

Notification of appeal.  

W/05/01761/CA – Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  
	JH

	12.
	Progress reports.

Litter bins It was agreed that the Clerk should find out if the two for one offer is still available for bins to enable one to be placed at the bus shelter and one in Piggy Lane.  This to be extra to those mentioned in 9.4,  8.11.05 minutes.

Bus shelter.  It was reported that the bus shelter, when closely inspected was in need of replacement.  JF to draw plans for next meeting.

Lengthsman – AS-D reported that he had inspected the lengthsman’s work to date and noted that some had to be done hurriedly.

WI noticeboard – It was reported that this is need of a new layer of varnish/oil.  Clerk to get a quote.

Rabbit Lane – It was reported that the road closure notices had remained in place even at the weekends when no work was taking place causing unnecessary inconvenience.  Clerk to contact WCC.
	JH

JF

JH

JH

	13.
	Finance.

13.1 To approve payments.  All approved.

13.2 To receive Bank balance.  This was accepted.

13.3 To consider a between payment to WCALC for the annual subscription.  All agreed.

13.4 To consider a request for a donation from Macmillan Cancer Relief.  It was agreed to donate £150.00.  Clerk to organise.

13.5 To consider a request for a donation from Citizens Advice Bureau.  It was agreed to donate £50.00.  Clerk to organise.

13.6 To consider a request from ASC to purchase bark for the play area.  This was agreed.  Any cost over £1000 to be deducted from the annual donation made by PC.  Clerk to inform ASC.

13.7 To consider a request for financial support for the village website.  It was agree to give £60…  Clerk to organise.
	JH

JH

JH

JH

JH

	14.
	Correspondence.

Letters of thanks from Evesham and Pershore Neighbourhood Watch Association and St. Barbara’s Church, Ashton-under-Hill.  All other correspondence previously circulated as per record. 
	

	15.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.  None.
	

	16.
	Date of next meeting.  14 March 2006.  This will start at 7pm and the Annual Parish Meeting will begin at 8pm.
	

	
	The members of the public left the meeting.  8045pm
	

	5.
	Conservation Area Review.  JB gave a resume of the review and explained its purpose.  He acknowledged the assistance received from residents.  The boundary changes were outlined and explained.  He said that any comments should be received by Carol Marsden by 7 February 2006.  Cllrs to forward comments to Clerk to pass on by the due date.  JB went briefly through the appraisal.  He commented that it would be helpful to receive any old photographs of the village and to advertise the public consultation period on the village website.

Meeting ended 9.54pm
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