



Ashton under Hill Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 26 January 2010 at 7.30pm in the Green Room.

Present

	S Hague
	Chairman
	SH

	R Satchell
	Vice Chairman
	RS

	G Barnett
	
	GB

	D Cope
	
	DC

	J Fletcher
	
	JF

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	E Williams
	
	EW

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	A Darby
	District Councillor
	AD

	3 members of the public
	
	


Action

	1.
	Apologies.  County Cllr Hardman and District Cllr Darby had both sent their apologies for their expected late arrival.
	

	2.
	Declaration of interest.  None declared.
	

	3.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2099 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

JF, having been unable to attend the previous PC meeting asked EW to forward to him the residents comments regarding the proposed village sign.
	EW

	
	The meeting was adjourned from 7.35pm to 7.40pm for Public Question Time.  (notes appended)
	

	4.
	District Councillor’s report.

Willow Cottage – the requested site meeting had taken place and the planning application had gone to committee and had been refused.

The enforcement Officer had visited Carrant Brook Farm and found the caravans had been moved.  AD said that the 2 caravans by the house were permitted development.

The South Worcestershire Joint Core Strategy was continuing.  Village consultations were beginning, 5 March 2010 at Bredon Village Hall and 23 March 2010 at Beckford Village Hall.  Both to run from 1pm to 7.30pm.  AD urged people to go to these drop in sessions where Planning Officers would be available to answer questions. A draft copy of the SWJCS would be available soon for comment by the end of April.  Comments would be taken into account and the next draft would be available in the Autumn for further comment.  The final version would be produced to go to public enquiry.  JF asked, as the PC had been unable to identify possible development sites during the Housing Needs Survey, who in the future would determine where the proposed allocation of houses would be built.  AD said that throughout Wychavon interested parties, individual landowners, PC’s or Housing Associations, with sites were putting them forward.  AD said that development could be considered outside the development boundary.  JF asked if the Conservatives would continue with this if they were returned at the next election.  AD thought they would but may reduce allocations by bigger settlements and some on smaller ones.  AD said that probably over the previous 20 years there had been about 1000 houses built in the Wychavon villages.  AD urged that any concern and reasons for resisting development should be included in the comments to the next draft SWJCS.  
AD was now working with the Member development Group working towards producing its charter.

AD said that the Council Tax was expected to rise by approximately 2.5% for the coming year.  The budget had been roughly the same as for the current year.  There were no new projects.  To look at ways of cutting costs a Simalto exercise had been carried out to assess the least contentious ways of doing it.  The closing of Contact Centres, reducing arts, increasing parking charges and increasing the charge for disposal of garden waste were all being considered in an effort to cot costs.  
AD urged the PC, through its representative, to arrange a meeting of the Bredon Hill Conservation Group which, particularly in present times, could be a very useful tool in protecting the area from inappropriate development.

JF asked what the WDC’s policy was on building on flood plains and was money being put into flood defences.  AD said that when sites were looked at WDC tried to make sure they were out of the flood plain and have a sustainable waste system.  GB commented that over the years there had been building on flood plains and sometimes it had been forced on WDC by inspectors.
EW asked if AD could provide his future reports in electronic form to enable the Clerk to circulate them to councillors promptly.  AD agreed.  There being more questions AD left the meeting.
	AD

	5.
	County Councillor’s report.  None available.
	

	6.
	Planning

6.1 No applications had been received after the publication of the agenda.

6.2 Applications considered out of meeting.
W/09/02762/HET – 1 Manor Gardens, Elmley Road.  Application for extension of time to Planning Reference w.06.01831.PP for first floor conversion of roofs over garage and hall and internal alterations.  No objection
W/09/02867/PP – Rookery Nook, Beckford Road.  Erection of boundary oak cleft fence and arched entrance.  (retrospective).  No objection.

W/09/02833/LB – North Manor House, Elmley Road.  Retrospective application for approval of 2 no. doors.  No objection.

6.3 Decisions

APPROVALS

W/09/02762/HET – I Manor Gardens, Elmley Road.  Application for extension of time to Planning Reference w.06.01831.PP for first floor conversion of roofs over garage and hall and internal alterations.

W/09/02459/PP – North Manor House, Elmley Road.  Application for replacement of 7No. windows, 1No. Pair of cellar doors and UPVC guttering with cast iron.

W/09/02474/LB – North Manor House, Elmley Road.  Application for replacement of 7No. windows, 1No. pair of cellar doors and UPVC guttering with cast iron.

REFUSAL

W/09/02017/PN – Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  Proposed erection of three dwellings to the rear of Willow Cottage.

APPEAL DISMISSED

APP/H1840/A/09/2110059 – Field Cottage, Cheltenham Road.
	

	7.
	Progress reports.

7.1 Social Centre.  DC reported that the last meeting had been cancelled but everything was going on as usual.  There would be a Barn Dance on 30 January especially aimed at the younger people and children and there would be a Shindig in February.  ASC was still waiting for proposals for the play area.  JF asked if the tennis club was still in existence.  DC said it was but it had been proving difficult to get volunteers to run it.
7.2 Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  GB confirmed that there had been no meeting and gave support to AD’s sentiments that the group could come into its own in the present circumstances.

7.3 Policing Matters.  EW reported that he had attended a PACT meeting on 9.11.09 and put forward the complaint about traffic speeding through the village.  He said there were now speed strips in place which monitored speed, weight and quantity of vehicles.  If this showed excessive speed then a vehicle speed activated sign could be utilised.  The cost (approx. £2000 plus ongoing maintenance) would have to be funded by the PC.  As the sign would be mobile and be in place for 4 week periods the cost could be shared with other interested PC’s.  
7.4 Lengthsman.  JH reported that the Lengthsman had walked the village and cut new grips in the road towards Grafton to drain the big puddles but had found the ditch from Halfpenny Horn to the Grafton Crossroads, on the Hill side, had filled in over the years and in some places was higher than the road and would benefit from digging out.  He said all the village gullies were flowing well except the one on the corner of Bakers Lane. He had found it to be clear of debris suggesting the drain was blocked under ground.  He reported that the grate over the gulley opposite Plough Cottage was broken.  JH to report to WDC.  SH said the manhole cover at the bottom of Bakers Lane had not been repaired.  JH to contact the hub again.  SH to check if there is still overhanging foliage in Chandlers End.  GB asked if the Lengthsman could put a cone over the pothole by the Manor.
7.5 Adoption of telephone kiosk.  Process on going.
	JH

JH

SH

JH

	8.
	Finance.  Copies of the current financial report were circulated.
8.1 Payments.  These were agreed and the cheques were signed.
8.2 Bank balances.  These were accepted.
8.3 Internal Auditor 2010/11.  It was agreed to appoint Mr Iain Selkirk for the same fee as the previous year.
	

	9.
	Distribution of agenda to Councillors by email.  It was agreed that this was an appropriate method of distribution for those Councillors who had internet facilities.
	

	10.
	War Memorial.  It was agreed that a quote should be obtained from the stone mason to highlight the lettering on the War Memorial.
	JH

	11.
	Undergrounding of Electricity Lines.  EW explained that at the time the agenda was published he was unaware of the information in Ashton News that the project was still ongoing.  A member of the public explained that the funding for the next stage had had to be spent elsewhere causing a temporary hold up.
	

	12.
	Correspondence for information.

SWJCS – Information of forthcoming village consultation sessions.

WDC – Gypsies and Travellers discussion evening 6pm on 24.02.2010.
All other correspondence, as recorded on file, had been previously circulated.
	

	13.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.

DC reported that, due to cars parked carelessly too far from the curb by the bungalows at the bottom of Cottons Lane, an ambulance was not immediately able to gain access to a house higher up.  Also recently oil delivery tankers had had the same problem which resulted in the Police being called.  JH to write to residents to request them to park as near to the curb as possible. 
	JH

	14.
	Date of next meeting.  9 March 2010 starting at 7pm as this would also be the Annual Parish Meeting.
	


The meeting ended at 8.52pm.
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