



Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 November 2007

at 7.30pm in the Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill. 

Present

	J Fletcher
	Chairman
	JF

	S Hague
	Vice Chairman
	SH

	D Cope
	
	DC

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	G Barnett
	
	GB

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	T Williams
	
	EW

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	A Hardman (arrived 7.40pm)
	County Councillor
	AH


Action

	1.
	Apologies.  Cllr Mrs Cope gave her apologies as she would have to leave the meeting at 8.30pm.  This was accepted.
	

	2.
	Declarations of interest.  None declared.
	

	3.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 September 2007 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	4.
	Public question time.  No members of the public were present.
	

	5.
	District Councillor’s report.  D Cllr Darby was not present.
	

	6.
	County Councillor’s report.  
AH reported that: 

· The flood damage at the top of Cottons lane was scheduled to start in the week beginning 6.12.07.  

· He hoped to use funds from the government’s £15 million urban road renewal scheme to repair the road at the top of the village near the Middle School.

· The government had announced its education funding for the next 3 years.  Unfortunately Worcestershire would not be funded to the same extent as many counties as it didn’t have so many under privileged areas.

JF asked if some of the £15 million funding could be used to repair the retaining wall in Gorse Hill and the footways.  AH recommended to write again to John Fraser to express concern about the hazardous state of the wall and to enclose a photograph.  TW to supply a photo.  AH reported that when the site visit was made about 9 months ago the inspector hadn’t considered he wall needed attention.

TW stressed the ongoing problem of flooding at the bottom of Hillside.  AH said to report it again and copy him into any correspondence.
	TW

JH

JH



	7.
	Planning

7.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/07/02159/PP – White Hart Villa.  Erection of two storey rear extension plus alterations to existing house.

No objections.

W/07/01989/PP – Yew Tree House.  Single storey wooden garden building to be used as boys playroom and study/office.

On the whole there was no objection to the application although a minority was of the opinion that this would be an over-development of the site.
7.2 Applications received after publication of the agenda.  None.
7.3 Decisions

Approval

W/07/01360/CU – Northfield Farm, Elmley Road.  Change of use to proposed twenty caravan touring site in place of a five Caravan Club licensed site and rallies.
Councillors expressed their strong opposition to this decision.  JH to write to WDC.
	JH

	8.
	Progress reports

8.1 Social Centre. DC reported that:

·  The ASC had given £1,000 towards the drainage of the cricket field. 

· The supper in aid of the minibus appeal had raised £500.

· Details of the comic football match to be held on New Year’s Day would appear in the newsletter.

·  The next meeting of the ASC would take place later this week.

JF asked if the Flood Warden could have a key to the village hall to use in flood emergencies to shelter stranded people, the PC to meet the cost of cutting a new key.  DC to ask the ASC at the next meeting.
8.2 Housing Needs Survey.  The completed report is expected in the early New Year.

8.3 Jane Dunn headstone.  St Barbara’s Church had said that there were not sufficient funds in the Jane Dunn Charity to carry out any repair work to the headstone.  The Parish Council agreed that no action should be taken.
	DC

	9.
	Risk management.

JH circulated copies of the model risk assessment schedule.  This was discussed and completed.  Copy attached.  JH to circulate completed schedule to all Councillors.
	JH

	10.
	War Memorial.
As the inscription on the War Memorial can no longer be read it was agreed to get quotes from stone masons to reinstate the lettering.
	JH

	11.
	Evesham Observer.

It was agreed to take no action but point out to the Evesham Observer that all agenda were published on the village website.
	JH

	12.
	Parish Lengthsman.
JH reported on the Lengthsman Review she had attended and confirmed that the scheme would operate next year.  It was agreed to enter the scheme and advertise for tenders for the job of Lengthsman. JH to compile an advertisement, agree it with all Councillors, and to place it on the noticeboards, website and in the newsletter.  It was also agreed that the successful candidate would be given reasonable expenses for time spent at training sessions and for the cost of travelling to the training venue.
	JH

	13.
	Flood Recovery Grant Scheme.

It was agreed to use the money towards the costs of flood barrier that is to be built outside the first school.  JH to contact Briony Baines, the head teacher for the cost of the project and Alison Williams, the fund organiser, to establish if this would be a justified use of the money.
	JH

JH

	14.
	Minibus appeal fund.

(DC left the meeting 8.35pm)  It was agreed that the Council would donate £1,000 to the minibus appeal fund.  JH to confirm with the appeal fund group.
	JH

	15.
	Bus shelter.

The quote for improvements to the bus shelter received from Mr Scarrott was discussed.  It was noted that Mr Scarrott was unable to carry out the work until March.  It was agreed to ask if this date could be brought forward so to provide better shelter during the winter months.  If this was not possible it was agreed to source more quotes that would provide earlier completion of the necessary work. 
	JF

	16.
	The Millennium Trees in The Groaten

A report from Roger Umpleby was read (copy attached).  It was agreed that the Parish council would take on the responsibility of the trees.  JH to inform the original Millennium Committee and bring WDC up to date with the project.
	JH

	17.
	St Barbara’s Church donation.

The request by St Barbara’s Church for a donation from the Council was discussed.  It was agreed by majority to donate £1,000 in November 2008.  JH to inform St Barbara’s Church Committee.
	JH

	18.
	Finance

18.1 Clerk’s salary.  JH left the room while the new pay scale was discussed.  It was agreed to adopt the new pay scale as advised by NALC and that this would be back dated to April 2007.
18.2 New deposit account.  It was agreed to transfer £10,000 to the deposit account.  The necessary form was signed.  JH to send to the bank.
18.3 Budget 2008/09.  JH circulated copies of the draft budget which was discussed.  The budget was finalised (copy attached) and it was agreed to request a precept of £13,000 for 2008/09.  JH to inform WDC.
18.4 Payments.  Payments to be agreed were circulated.  The payment for Bredon Hill Conservation Group was declined.  All other payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.  JH to inform Bredon Hill Conservation Group.
18.5 Bank balance.  This was accepted.
	JH

JH

JH

	19.
	Correspondence.

WCC – invitation to join a Regional Spatial Strategy workshop.

The Council was now in receipt of the WDC Local Plan as adopted in June 2006.

All other correspondence had been previously circulated as on file.
	

	20.
	Councillors’ reports and item for future agenda.

RS emphasised the disappointment that the planning application for Northfield Farm had been approved.  JH to write to WDC expressing concerns.  Situation to be monitored.

TW pointed out that the residents were not aware of the difference between the Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish council Meeting.  He suggested that these should be publicised in the newsletter and on the website.
JF asked that the caravans parked on  ????? should be an agenda item for the January meeting.
	JH

	21.
	Date of next meeting.  8 January 2008.  
	


The meeting ended at 9.32pm
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