



Ashton under Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the annual Parish Council Meeting held on 12 May 20009 at 7.30pm in the Green Room.

Present

	S Hague
	Chairman
	SH

	R Satchell
	Vice Chairman
	RS

	G Barnett
	
	GB

	D Cope
	
	DC

	J Fletcher
	
	JF

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	A S-D

	E Williams
	
	EW

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	A Darby
	District Councillor
	AD

	2 members of the public
	
	


Action

	1.
	Election of Chairman.  It was unanimously agreed to elect SH as Chairman.  He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk.
	

	2.
	Apologies.  County Cllr Adrian Hardman had sent his apologies.
	

	3.
	Election of Vice Chairman.  It was unanimously agreed to elect RS as Vice Chairman.  He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk.
	

	4.
	Declaration of interest.  SH declared interest in item 11.6.
	

	5.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10 March 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	The meeting was adjourned from 7.32 to 7.34pm for Public question Time.  Notes appended.
	

	6.
	Appointment of representatives

6.1 Social Centre.  Doreen Cope.
6.2 Police and Community Consultative Group.  Ted Williams.
6.3 Parish Footpath Warden.  Joe Aspey.
6.4 Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  Gerald Barnett.
6.5 Snow Warden.  Ray Satchell.
6.6 Flood Warden.  Simon Hague.
	

	7.
	District Councillor’s report.

AD reported that he had been appointed permanent stand in on the Joint Core Strategy panel.  He again explained that he was unhappy with the categorisation of village and was of the opinion that it would be of greater benefit to both category 2 and category 3 villages to be categorised together.
Q – JF asked if affordable housing would be counted towards the amount of housing needed.

A – AD reply yes.  

Q p GB asked about the money from the sale of Evesham United Football Club that WDC had a restrictive covenant on.

A – AD to look into it.

Q – GB asked if there had been a meeting of the BHCG in the last 10 months.

A – AD did not think so and urged reps to request one.  JH to contact the secretary of the BHCG accordingly.

There being no further questions AD left the meeting at 8.03pm.
	AD

JH

	8.
	County Councillor’s report.

“I would like to point out to the Parish that we are making some progress with the flooding issues at Honeysuckle Cottage, which is being caused by works done behind it. I also understand that we have solved the cause of the main Severn Trent drain surcharging onto the road by removing the two footballs stuck in the pipe on the recreation field.
There is a programme of highway works planned for Ashton and we have increased the footway budget from £2M to £5M and I hope to use my influence on getting the issues raised at the last meeting sorted.
 
The key omission from the works list is the resurfacing of the Main St, which most residents would like to see done.”
	

	9.
	Planning

9.1 Applications received after publication of the agenda.  None.

9.2 Application considered out of meeting.
W/09/00529/PP – Field Cottage, Cheltenham Road.  Demolition of existing single storey buildings and erection of a two storey extension.  No objections.
9.3 Decisions
Approvals

W/08/03250/PP – Huckstones, Cottons Lane.  Proposed loft conversion, demolition and construction of new rear extension.

W/09/00123/LB – Walnut Thatch, Beckford Road.  Orangery.

W/09/00122/PP - Walnut Thatch, Beckford Road.  Orangery.

Refusal

W/09/00529/PP – Field Cottage, Cheltenham Road.  Demolition of existing single storey buildings and erection of a two storey extension.

9.4 Carrant Brook Farm.  AD had passed the query concerning the caravans near Carrant Brook Farm to the Enforcement Officer at WDC.
	

	10.
	Progress reports

10.1 Social Centre.  DC reported that the Shindig was a great success and enjoyed by all.  DC also said that the Social Centre intended to apply for grants to improve the facilities on the playing filed for older children and had asked a playground landscaper to draw up plans.
10.2 Footpaths.  Report received from Joe Aspey, Parish Paths Warden.
“I'm still waiting for an update from WCC on Wychavon Way. As I understand it, the revised route has been agreed (coming in to Ashton from Sedgeberrow instead of Dumbleton Hill) but there is no news on marking or promoting the route.
I have received some complaints about the state and accessibility of the bridleway which runs alongside the little pig farm just beyond Northfield Farm. This one is not under our jurisdiction because it is in Sedgeberrow parish. I am making enquires though because it is probably more used by Ashton residents. 
There is a current disagreement between WCC and Steve Portman of Long Carrant Caravan Park about the correct route of the bridleway (part of the existing Wychavon Way) where it runs through the park. It arose when SP asked WCC for some guidance and he has run into some flack instead. I don't understand this one because the route has been unaltered for years and they have always kept the path in good condition. I am liaising and think it will probably come to nothing. 
Fly tipping seems to be an increasing problem and I have twice had to deal with rubbish dumped on the path which runs from Back Lane across the old railway line. Wychavon has a good record of quickly clearing up waste following reports of fly tipping so I am putting a piece in Ashton News about this. The worst area for fly tipping is the field entrance just off the A46 on The Groaten and I presume Charles Archer has to deal with this himself since it is on his land. It makes for a very unattractive approach to our village and I wonder whether it is something the PC might take a closer interest in.” 
10.3 Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  GB reported that there hadn’t been a meeting for many months.  JH to contact the secretary to ask when the next meeting is due.
10.4 Parish Flood Data Sheets and Action Plans.  JH to ask WDC for more maps to plot the drainage ditches in the parish as requested by WDC in the Flood Data Sheet Action Plan.
10.5 Policing Matters.  EW reported that a PACT questionnaire would be delivered to all houses and that the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators were now Roger Umpleby and himself.
	JH

JH

	11.
	Finance.  Copies of the current financial report were circulated (copy attached).
11.1 Payments.  All payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.
11.2 Bank balances.  The bank balances were accepted.
11.3 Internal Auditor’s report.  JH pointed out that the Internal Auditor had recommended that the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders should be viewed (agenda items for July) and that the Fidelity Guarantee should be increased in line with the funds held.  JH to contact the insurers accordingly.
11.4 Annual Accounts 2008/09.  It was agreed to adopt the accounts which were signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
11.5 Annual Return 2008/09 Sections 1 & 2.

Section 1 was agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  It was greed that “Yes” could be answered to parts 1 to 8 and part 9 was not applicable.
11.6 Grass cutting quote.  SH left the room and RS took the Chair.  It was agreed to accept the quote.
11.7 Insurance renewal.  See 11.3.
11.8 Minibus Appeal Fund.  It was agreed to donate £400 to the Minibus Appeal Fund.
	JH

JH

JH

	12.
	Correspondence for information.

There was a request from the Chairman of the Open Gardens Committee that the verges should be cut a week before the Open Gardens and for the Lengthsman to tidy the War Memorial.  The Open Gardens Committee had organised a litter pick on 6.6.09.

GB reported that it had been some time since he had received any correspondence and requested that it should be circulated promptly.
	

	13.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.

EW noted that several prominent trees in the village had been felled.

RS sought confirmation that jobs for the Lengthsman should go through the Clerk.

JF said the litter pick day this year was too late.  The date for next year to be on the next agenda.
GB reported that the dog waste bin had been moved from opposite Wynch House to the War Memorial.  JH to organise replacing it.  JH to write to the building contractors working in the area that this would be its permanent site.

GB noted that there may be some confusion as the where the bench in memory of Don Hands is to be placed and by whom.  JH to contact Mr & Mrs King to clarify.
	JH

JH

JH

JH

	14.
	Dates of meetings for the next 12 months.

14 July 2009 

8 September 2009

10 November 2009 
12 January 2010

9 March 2010 – also Annual Parish Meeting, starting at 7pm

11 May 2010 – Annual Parish Council Meeting.
	


The meeting ended at 8.52pm
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