Ashton under Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 November 2008 

At 7.30pm in the Green Room.

Present

	S Hague
	Chairman
	SH

	R Satchell
	Vice Chairman
	RS

	D Cope
	
	DC

	J Fletcher
	
	JF

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	E Williams
	
	EW

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	 J Aspey
	Parish Paths Warden
	JA

	J Darby
	Chairman Village Plan Group
	JD

	3 members of the public
	
	


Action

	1.
	Apologies.  Apologies were received from Cllr Barnett.  Cllrs Mrs Cope and Satchell apologised as they would have to leave the meeting early.  All apologies were accepted.  D Cllr Darby had also sent apologies.
	

	2.
	Declaration of interest.  SH declared interest in 6.1.
	

	3.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2008 were amended as follows and signed by the Chairman.  Item 12 – to insert after …Beat Officer “of local police officers”.  Insert “details” after ….gave the meeting.  Insert after …..Support Officer “Simon Williams”.  Item 13 – the word “event” to be replaced by “campaign”, 
	

	4.
	District Councillor’s report for information.

As D Cllr Darby was unable to attend he had sent a report by email.  Copy attached.
	

	
	The meeting was adjourned for Public Question Time.  Notes appended. 
	

	5.
	County councillor’s report.  C Cllr Hardman was not present.
	

	6.
	Planning

6.1 Applications received after publication of the agenda.  JF declared interest and he and SH left the room.  RS took the chair for this item.

W/08/02565/PN – Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  Proposed demolition of existing house and erection of five, two bedroomed dwellings.  

The Council was not opposed in principle to the development but was aware that many residents were not in favour.  DC abstained.  JH to notify WDC.

6.2 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/08/02497/PP – Kingsley, The Groaten.  Proposed second storey extension.  No objections.
6.3 Decisions

W/08/01875/LB – Old Post Office, Elmley Road.  Replacement o fold thatch – a mixture of wheat and water reed, with water reed for the main body and wheat reed for the ridge (retrospective).
Refusal

W/08/02000/CU – Land adjacent and rear of Halfpenny Horn and rear of Honeysuckle Cottage, Beckford Road.  Change of use of agricultural land to residential use and erection of detached garage.
	JH

	7.
	Progress reports.

7.1 Village Plan update.  John Darby reported that:
· Access to the countryside was going really well with the ongoing programme of work by the Parish Paths Warden and his team of volunteers.

· Dog roaming and mess.  More dog waste bins have been provided.  Two more are awaited.
· Condition of roads.  This is an ongoing problem.  PC to pressure WCC for target dates for the necessary work to be completed.
· Traffic in the village.  This is an ongoing problem and in reality there is very little that can be done.

· Public transport.  Buses now run to the top of the village.  A new minibus has just been purchased.

· Vandalism and security.  Neighbourhood Watch was very active in the village and the Smart Water Campaign had been successful.  EW was awaiting the license to allow him to put up the notices that the village is a smart water area.

· Housing.  A Housing Needs Survey has been carried out.  JD suggested that a Design Statement should be complied.  This to be a PC agenda item for January 2009.  JD said John Dodge had shown interest in this.  JD pointed out that a lot of the work had already been carried out during the making of the Village Plan.  
· Recycling.  WDC had provided doorstep glass recycling and green waste bin were available, at a cost, for those households who wanted them.

· Parking.  No change.  Requires thought.

· Parish Council.  Agenda, minutes and contact details were now on the website.  Agenda also now posted on the noticeboard at the bottom of Cottons Lane.

7.2 Ashton Social Centre.  DC reported that:

· The bric a brac sale had raised £400 which made up the deficit from the fete of £150.
· The Harvest Supper - £300 from the proceeds had been given to the Minibus Appeal Fund.

· The Shindig had been attended by 54 people so the costs were easily covered.

· The School and Village Hall had been disrupted for some time by alteration work including changing the toilets.  Some members of the Social Centre had given the hall, kitchen, windows and stage a spring clean.

7.3 Policing matters.  EW reported that he had attended a Policing Matters forum in Broadway which was an opportunity for everyone to have their say.  Concerns were raised:

· about the “big brother” element of CCTV cameras in Wychavon.  Assurance was given that all information gathered in this way was strictly handled.
· Unsatisfactory disable access at West Mercia Headquarters.

· About sentencing for road crime, which resulted in death, being too lenient.
· EW informed that there was a new non-emergency Police contact number, 0300 333 3000.
· EW reported that West Mercia is keen for South Bredon Hill to have a PACT panel to discuss problem issues.  EW and Roger Umpleby (Neighbourhood Watch member) would sit on the panel.  (DC and 1 member of the public left the meeting at 8.20pm).  

7.4 Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  As Cllr Barnet was unable to attend the meeting he had informed the meeting by ‘phone that BHCG were to meet soon to discuss the possibility of wind farm sites at Strensham and the Lenches.  He requested that Councillor contacted him directly with their views.

7.5 Footpaths.  JA reported that:
· WCC and St Barbara’s Church had agreed to replace the old kissing gate with a fence as the roof of the lynch gate protruded and had caused injury.

· WCC had a strong policy to provide maximum access to the countryside.

· There were steady stream of complaints about the footpath through The Close.

· He was in favour of the proposed changes to the Wychavon Way so that it started and finished in Wychavon.

· There were no paths in the Parish that were unwalkable.

· Work was planned to improve the footpath through the Nicklin’s garden.  There was a scheme to make a small diversion.

· The increase in actively managed land for shooting had made it problematic for walkers who strayed off the footpaths.  JA had placed an article in the Ashton News with advice to walkers.

RS reported that when using the stile at the top of Wood Lane you stepped into deep mud.  JA to inspect the area.

JF asked about filling the gap at the side of the steel gate at the playing fields.  JA said this was an issue for the Social Centre.

It was reported that there was a broken manhole cover in Back Lane.  JH to report to WCC.

7.6 Wheel chair access in Hillside.  No further information from C Cllr Hardman.
7.7 Chain link fence in Gorse Hill.  No further information from C Cllr Hardman.
7.8 Camera inspection of the drain in Elmley Road.  This is on a programme of work to be done.
7.9 Inspection of the bottom of Hillside.  No further information from C Cllr Hardman.

7.10 Re-routing of the buses onto A46.  No further information from C Cllr Hardman.
7.11 Bench in Cornfield way.  SH reported that the bench had been put back.
	JH

JA

JH

	8.
	Finance.
8.1 Minibus Appeal Fund.  It was agreed to donate a further £250.

8.2 St Barbara’s Church.  It was agreed by majority that the donation to St Barbara’s for 2009 would be £1,300 to reflect the work necessary to repair the wall.

8.3 Clerk’s salary.  It was agreed to adopt the interim pay scales as published by NALC with effect from 1st April 2008.

8.4 Budget 2009/2010.  After discussing the draft budget it was agreed to request a precept of £10,000.  This would be subject to the result in an agenda item for January 2009 regarding a project to replace the signs at the entrance to Ashton with a single pole with finger signs.  JF to present the costing at the next meeting.  Copy of agreed budget attached.
8.5 Payments.  Copies of the current financial report were circulated.  All payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.

8.6 Bank balances.  These were accepted.
	JH

JH

JH

JH

JF

JH

	9.
	Housing Needs Survey.  It was felt that the only site 3 that was appropriate for development although this was subject to flooding.  JH to inform Nigel Potter, Rural Housing Enabler.
	JH

	10.
	Flood Data Map.  It was agreed that the map recorded all relevant information about the floods.  JH to return it to WDC.
	JH

	11.
	Freedom of Information Act.  It was agreed to adopt the New Model Publication Scheme without alteration.  JH to display the necessary document on noticeboards and on the website.
	JH

	12.
	Correspondence.  All correspondence had been recently circulated as per file.
	

	13.
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda.

JF reported that one caravan had appeared in Sandfields Lane.
JF requested that information concerning contentious agenda items should be circulated to councillors before meetings.
DC had left a report saying that there was a 4x4 and caravan parked on the grass outside 7 Cornfield Way.  JH to inform Rooftop.
	JH

JH

JH

	14.
	Date of the next meeting.  13 January 2009.
	


The meeting closed at 9.31pm.
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