



Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 March 2008 at 7.00pm in the Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill.

Present

	S Hague
	Vice Chairman
	SH

	G Barnett
	
	GB

	D Cope
	
	DC

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	E Williams
	
	EW

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	1 member of the public

3 more arrived at 7.25pm
	
	


Action

	1.
	Apologies.  Apologies were received from Cllr Fletcher which were accepted.  Dist. Cllr Darby also apologised for not being able to attend the meeting.
	

	2.
	Declaration of Interest.  SH declared interest in agenda item 8.4.
	

	3.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2008 were agreed and signed by the Chairman of the meeting.
	

	4.
	District Councillor’s report.  Cllr Darby was not present.
	

	5.
	County Councillor’s report.  Cllr Hardman was not present.
	

	6.
	Planning

6.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

603550 KR/TM – Bredon Hill Middle School.  Retention of 3 double mobile classrooms.  No objections.

W/08/00107/PP – Halfpenny Horn, Beckford Road.  Proposal to form two additional dormer windows (amendment to planning approval W/07/00107/PP.  No objections.

6.2 Applications received after publication of the agenda.  None. 
6.3 Decisions

Approvals

W/07/02968/PP – Shaw Green, Cottons Lane.  Demolition of existing stable block, oil tank, store and double garage.
W/07/02846/PP – White Hart Villa, Elmley Road.  Erection of two storey rear extension plus alterations to existing house.

603550 KR/TM – Bredon Hill Middle School.  Retention of 3 mobile classrooms. 
	

	7.
	Progress reports

7.1 Dog waste bins.  As a new contract for emptying the bins is imminent no new bins are being supplied until the end of 2008.

7.2 Wychavon Bursary.  The Successful nominee was Mr Michael Crump of Droitwich Spa.
7.3 Parish Lengthsman.  JH reported that she was still awaiting dates of training days.
7.4 Ashton Social Centre.  DC reported that the recent Shindig had been successful and another was arranged for 1st May when an artist would be drawing caricatures of local people that would be auctioned.  DC said the playground had been inspected and it was expected to have to replace 2 swing seats next year and that more bark was required.  A new person was now making the weekly inspection of the playground.  DC reported that as the electricity cables were due to be put underground the gravelling at the back of Mirabel was in abeyance and arrangements are being made to clear rubbish that has been tipped onto Mr Byrd’s land and in the long term it was proposed to fence the area to prevent more tipping.  The village fete was organised for 6 September.
7.5 Footpaths.  Report attached. JH to write a letter of thanks to the Footpath warden and his team.
7.6 Village Plan.  Mr John Darby was not present.
	JH

	8.
	Finance.  Copies of the current financial report were circulated.
8.1 Payments.  These were approved and cheques were signed.  
8.2 Bank balances.  These were accepted.

8.3 Appointment of the Internal Auditor for 2007/08.  It was agreed to appoint Mr Iain Selkirk.  JH to notify.

As the Chairman of the meeting had declared interest in the next item he asked for proposals for a chairman to take the meeting for that item.  It was agreed that AS-D should chair the meeting for that item and SH left the room.

8.4 Grass cutting tenders.  JH reported that only one tender had been received. And that was from Mr Simon Hague.  All agreed to accepted his tender of £135 per month.
SH returned to the meeting and resumed the chair.

SH agreed to take the area at the top of Cornfield Way into the areas to be mown.
8.5 Request from CAB for a donation.  It was agreed to donate £75.  JH to action.
8.6 Purchase of 2 litter pickers and 2 reflective jackets.  It was agreed to purchase 2 litter pickers and reflective jackets if necessary.  JH to contact Jo Brown to ask what was needed.
8.7 Replacement of the insert of the millennium notice board.  It was agreed to price a replacement insert and report back at the next meeting.
	JH

JH

JH

JH

JH

JF

	9.
	Wychavon Sports.  Although there had been problems in previous years finding organisers for the event it was agreed to advertise the sports in Ashton News, on the website and noticeboards and in the Parish Magazine.
	JH

	10.
	Housing Needs Survey.  To allow thorough consideration of the report it was agreed to circulate to Cllrs out of meeting and report back at the next meeting.
	JH

	11.
	Unattended building site at Bredon Pound.  It was agreed that because the daylight hours were becoming longer the unattended site could attract vandalism and would be better if it were secured.  JH to contact Mr Jeremy King to confirm the details of the building contractor.  JH to contact the contractor and alert him to the potential problem.
	JH

JH

	12.
	Bus shelter in the Groaten.  Letters concerning the bus shelter were read out.  After discussion the proposal to enclose the ends failed (2 for 3 against).  JH to inform the correspondents.
	JH

	13.
	Rats in the Village.  After discussion it was agreed that there were more rats in the village but residents who had a problem could purchase various products to deal with an infestation.
	

	14.
	Correspondence.

Volunteer Centre Evesham – notification of meeting.

WCC – Children and Young People’s Plan for Worcestershire.

All other correspondence had been circulated as on file.

GB requested that correspondence should be circulated promptly as he had received some information too late to take advantage of it.
	

	15.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda. 
DC – reported that the flow of the flood water had made a ditch opposite the Star Inn.  SH sad that it was in hand to fill the ditch.

DC – water at the bottom of Hillside.  JH to pursue.

RS – Footway in Gorse Hill had still not been repaired.  JH to pursue.

RS – reported that there had been several vehicles damaged recently in the village some were broken into and contents stolen. 

RS – asked if any reports from the BHCG came to the Clerk.  JH said that all correspondence went through the PC representative.  RS offered to give a report of the next BHCG to the PC at the next meeting.
	JH

JH

RS



	15.
	Date of next meeting.  13 May 2008.  This will also be the Annual Parish Council Meeting.
	


The meeting ended at 7.53pm.
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