



Ashton under Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 10 May 2011 at 7.30pm in the Green Room, Ashton under Hill.

Present

	Cllr G Barnett
	Chairman
	GB

	Cllr R Satchell
	Vice Chairman
	RS

	Cllr Mrs D Cope
	
	DC

	Cllr A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	Cllr J Fletcher
	
	JF

	Cllr F Moore
	
	FM


Before the start of the meeting all Councillors present signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office witnessed by the Clerk.

Action
	1.
	Election of Chairman.  It was agreed to elect GB.  He then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
	

	2. 
	Apologies.  Apologies were received District Cllr A Darby and County Cllr A Hardman.
	

	3.
	Election of Vice Chairman.  It was agreed to elect RS as Chairman.  He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office witnessed by the Chairman.
	

	4.
	Declaration of interest.  None declared.
	

	5.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 March 2011 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	6.
	Co-option.  No candidates had come forward.  Agenda item July ’11.
	JH

	
	The meeting was adjourned for Public question Time.  Notes appended.
	

	7.
	Appointment of representatives.

7.1 Social Centre.  DC.
7.2 Police and Community Consultative Group. Ted Williams.
7.3 Parish Transport.

7.4 Parish Paths Warden.  Joe Aspey.
7.5 Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  GB.
7.6 Snow Warden.  Simon Hague.
7.7 Tree Warden.  JF.
7.8 Flood Warden.  Simon Hague.
	

	8.
	District Councillor’s report.  See attached.
	

	9.
	County Councillor’s report.  None received.
	

	10.
	Planning.

10.1 Application W/11/00771/PP – 14 Elmley Road.  Front entrance porch/rear ground floor extension comprising dining area, utility room, downstairs W.C.  No objection.
10.2 Application considered out of meeting.
W/11/00501/PN – willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  No objection.  A realistic solution.

10.3 Decisions.  None received. 
	JH

	11.
	Progress reports.

11.1 Social Centre.  DC reported that: 
· activities were resuming after the winter. 
· It was hoped to refurbish the Village Hall kitchen but the cost would be high due to the price of professional equipment.  
· The AGM would be held shortly. 
FM asked if the machinery to cut the cricket pitch was privately owned or that of ASC.  It was said to be privately owned.
11.2 Footpaths.  Nothing to report.
11.3 Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  GB reported that:
· There was a meeting in April when procedural matters had been sorted out.

· The next meeting would be at the end of May.

· There were no planning proposals that directly affected Ashton under Hill; the current notable planning application being proposed, which was in abeyance, was on the edge of Tewkesbury.
11.4 Policing Matters.  None.
11.5 Lengthsman Scheme.  It was agreed to continue with the Lengthsman Scheme.  JH to confirm with the Lengthsman that he still wishes to continue in the post and sign the contract with WCC.
JF reported that the rubbish in Elmley Road *just passed the Middle School) was still there.  GB said that there was carpet dumped just along the road from this site, beyond Northfield Farm.
	JH

JH

JH

	12.
	Finance.

12.1 Annual Insurance renewal.  This was agreed and the cheque was signed.
12.2 Wychavon Citizens Advice Bureau.  It was agreed to donate £500.
12.3 Rural Rate Relief.  It was agreed to support the application for Rural Rate Relief from The Star Inn (Option A).
12.4 Payments.  All payments were agreed.  Cheques totally a value of £1278.67 were signed.
12.5 Bank balances.  These were accepted.
12.6 Internal Auditor’s report 2010/2011.  The internal Auditor reported that “In my opinion the systems for internal controls is adequate for the purposes intended, however, there are some matters to be brought to your attention.  With funding at around £12,000 and the precept at the level of £7,000 I would suggest that the Fidelity Guarantee be raise from its current level of £12,000 to around £18,000.”
12.7 Annual Accounts 2010/2011.  Adoption was agreed.
12.8 Annual Return – Sections 1 & 2.  Section 1 was agreed and it was agreed to answer “Yes” to all but box 9 in Section 2 when N/A was applicable.
	JH

JH

JH

	13.
	Correspondence for information.

Evesham Forum.

Code of Conduct Training.

Ashton Open Gardens – grass cutting to co-inside with the event.  JH to confirm with Simon Hague.

Email from Ted Williams noting that the notice board on the grass outside The Green Room (used to display footpath routes) could be used as a dedicated PC notice board.  JH to contact Joe Aspey to see if he has a key.
	JH

JH

	14.
	Dog bin.  An email had been received from Rooftop who, in turn had received a complaint about dog fouling by the path which runs along the boarder of Bredon Hill Middle School and Cornfield Way.  It was requested that the PC should consider placing a dog waste bin at the site.  JH reported that a new dog waste bin would cost £286.37 + £19.25 fitting with a charge of £1.06 per week for emptying.  It was agreed to go ahead.  .
	JH

	15.
	Millennium trees in The Groaten.  JF asked the PC to consider precepting for an amount of money to cut the hedge in The Groaten to enable the Millennium trees to flourish to their full capacity.  JF to source quotes for the work necessary.  GB said it was too late to precept for work to be carried out this September but if the PC agreed capital could be used and replaced by the following year’s precept. FM asked if  the necessary hedge cutting could be carried out by qualified volunteers.  FM requested to walk the area with JF.   Agenda July ’11.
	JF

JH



	16.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.

JF – Ask Lengthsman to side out footway between Rockland House and The Star Inn.

RS-Footway in The Groaten urgently needs to be continued to Station House.  JH to find out who is responsible. Agenda July 2011.

RS – Beckford Road in a terrible state of repair when other side roads are being re-surfaced.  JH to write to the MP and Copy to County Cllr Hardman and request a site visit.

DC – asked if an item in the Ashton News could remind people to take down their notices when that particular event was over.

FM – The footway from Bakers Lane to the Church was not in a good condition.  He considered there were 3 issues: 1) the wall was still in a state of disrepair by Rockland House.  2) The Close hedge had  had a nominal amount of hedge trimmed but it still remained a hazard to pedestrians especially after dark.  3)  The occupants of Bramble Bank were incensed that the Ashton News had published details of their boundary wall allegedly bulging.  JH to contact.  The occupant said the wall was secure.
FM – disappointed at the apathy in respect of the recent elections.  He would like to find a way of stimulating interest.
	JH

JH

JH

JH

JH

	17.
	Dates of next meetings.  12 July 2011, 13 September 2011, 8 November 2011 (budget), 10 January 2012, 13 March 2012 (Annual Parish Meeting & ordinary PC meeting) and 8 May 2012 (Annual Parish Council Meeting).
	


The meeting ended at 9pm.
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