



Ashton under Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10 March 2009 at 7pm in the Green Room.

Present

	S Hague
	Chairman
	SH

	R Satchell
	Vice Chair
	RS

	G Barnett
	
	GB

	D Cope
	
	DC

	J Fletcher
	
	JF

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	E Williams
	
	EW

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	A Darby
	District Councillor
	AD

	A Hardman
	County Councillor
	AH

	1 member of the public
	
	


Action

	1.
	Apologies.  None.
	

	2.
	Declarations of interest.  SH declared interest in agenda item 9.
	

	3.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13 January 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	4.
	District Councillor’s report.

Wheelie bins – AD had only received one complaint which had been resolved. 

WDC budget had just been approved and the WDC share of the Council tax was to rise by 2½%.

Subsidised parking had been discussed for 2hrs one day a week but the suggestion had been unsuccessful.

Credit crunch – WDC were looking into the implications of the very low interest rates and were slashing ½ million pounds off the budget for the coming year.  WDC grants scheme would continue but at the lower level of £75,000.  The Clean up Bursary would not be funded by the equipment and support from WDC would still be available.
Q  GB asked how much of the proceeds of the sale of Evesham United Football Club ground had been handed over to WDC.

A  AD was not aware of the original agreement but would investigate the matter.

Q  JF queried the amount of funds WDC held on deposit.

Q  AS-D asked AD’s opinion on the recent application to create vehicular access to Willow Cottage.  AD said he had discussed the matter with the case officer and found there was no planning reason to refuse the application.  JF reported that the front door of Willow Cottage was off.
	AD

	5.
	County Councillor’s report.

AH reported that:

· Due to the amount of frost damage to highways the planned programme of works had to be re-thought.  Revised list yet to be produced.
· David Hunter had been appointed as the new District Liaison Officer.

· The Lengthsman had done a good job with the footway between Old Manor Farm and Honeysuckle Cottage.

· The flood alleviation budget had been topped up.

GB pointed out the footway between Tythe Court and Honeysuckle Cottage was in an extremely poor state of repair and in some places it was not possible to push a pram there due to tree roots encroaching onto the footway.  GB asked for this to be pursued as a matter of urgency.  It was also reported that the footway outside Elmwick was in need of attention.
JF requested repairs to the damages caused on the Ashton to Beckford Road by diverted traffic from the A46.  GB added that the problem had been worsened by, in part, the ditch being cleared which gave a deeper drop if vehicles left the road.  

DC reported that the road near the Grafton cross which is bordered by fields belonging to Mr Archer and Mr Hughes was awash with water coming off the fields.  This hazard was not easy to see in the dark and caused a significant problem under freezing conditions.

GB reported that the flooding outside Honeysuckle Cottage had been discussed at a site meting with WCC.
	AH

JH

	6.
	Planning

6.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/09/00122/PP – Walnut Thatch, Beckford Road.  Orangery.  No objections.

W/09/00123/LB – Walnut Thatch, Beckford Road.  Orangery.  No objections.
W/09/00028/AC – Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  Creation of vehicular access.  No objections.

W/08/03249/CU – Graham House, Elmley Road.  Conversion of outbuildings to create a dwelling.  No objections.

6.2 Applications received after publication of the agenda.

W/08/03250/PP – Huckstones, cottons Lane.  Proposed loft conversion, demolition and construction of new rear extension.  No objection.
W/09/00336/PP – Rookery Nook, Beckford Road.  Single storey timber outbuilding to replace dilapidated garage.  No objection.
6.3 Decisions.

6.4 Approvals

W/09/00028/AC – Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  Creation of vehicular access.
W/08/0290/PP – Halfpenny Horn, Beckford Road.  Revision scheme W/08/02000/CU.  Garage with study/storeroom above, extension to residential cartilage.
W/08/03284/LUE – Cotswold Drainage Ltd, Harvest Fields, Back Lane.  Certificate of lawful existing use or development.

Application withdrawn.

W/08/03249/CU – Graham, House, Elmley Road.  Conversion of outbuildings to create dwelling.
	JH

JH

	7.
	Progress reports.

7.1 Ashton Social Centre. 

      DC reported that:

· Barrier poles had been placed on the tarmac area by the children’s play area.
· The playing fields continued to be maintained.
· Forthcoming events were a Shindig on 20.03.09 and a Cricket Club quiz on 21.03.09.
· The ASC had donated half the cost of refurbishing the Cricket Club Pavilion kitchen.
AS-D asked if the cricket screens had been vandalised but DC was able to report that they had been taken down for repair.
7.2 Disabled access Hillside.  This is being investigated by Rooftop.
7.3 Chain link fence in Gorse Hill.  AH had found no solutions as yet
7.4 Clean up bursary 2009.  It was agreed that the clean up would take place on 28 March 2009 starting at 10am at the playing fields. SH to put up posters to advertise the event and JH to post advert on the village website.
7.5 Grit bin in Cornfield Way.  This would be available in the summer.
7.6 Parish Paths Partnership.  JH reported that the P3 Scheme had changed slightly in its structure but it would make very little difference, if any, to the Ashton P3 group.
JF asked when the PC would like to receive a presentation about a village sign.  It was agreed that the July meeting would be an appropriate time.
	SH
JH

JF

JH

	8.
	Finance.  Copies of the current financial report were circulated.
8.1 Payments.  All payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.
8.2 Bank balances.  These were accepted.
	

	9.
	Lengthsman.  RS declared interest in this item and left the room with SH.  GB took the chair.
It was agreed that James Savage would be re-appointed as Lengthsman.  JH to notify him and return the contract to WCC.  RS and SH returned to the room.
	JH

JH

	10.
	Flood alleviation Support Scheme.  It was agreed that money from this scheme should be spent solving the flooding problem outside Honeysuckle Cottage.
	JH

	11.
	Memorial to Don Hands.  It was agreed by majority that a memorial bench could be placed by the War Memorial.  JH to contact Jeremy King.
	JH

	12.
	Wychavon Parish Games.  Invitation declined.
	

	13.
	Correspondence.

Volunteer centre Evesham – notification of meeting 18.03.09.

WCC – notification forthcoming Area Forums.

WDC – notification of Wychavon Community Grants.

All other correspondence had been circulated as per file.
	

	14.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.

DC reported that by 1 & 2 Willow Close the hedge had overgrown the footway and so the usable path had become very narrow.

DC asked to approach WCC again about placing small poles at the corner of Willow Close to prevent further deterioration of the grass caused by paring vehicles on it.
	JH

	15.
	Date of next meeting.  12 May 2009.  This will also be the Annual Parish Council meeting.
	


The meeting ended at 8.10pm
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