



Ashton under Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 September 2009 at 7.30pm in The Green Room.

Present

	S Hague
	Chairman
	SH

	G Barnett
	
	GB

	D Cope
	
	DC

	J Fletcher
	
	JF

	E Williams
	
	EW

	A Sanger-Davies (arrived 7.50pm)
	
	AS-D

	In attendance
J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	A Darby
	District Councillor
	AD

	1 member of the public
	
	


Action

	1.
	Apologies for absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr Satchell and Cllr Sanger-Davies had sent apologies as he would be arriving late.  Both apologies were accepted.
	

	2.
	Declaration of interest.  None declared.
	

	3.
	Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	The meeting was adjourned for Public question Time.
	

	4.
	District Councillor’s report.  AD requested a copy of the draft minutes as soon after a meeting as possible.  He apologised for not yet contacting the Enforcement Officer concerning caravans at Carrant Brook Farm.
AD reported that the South West Joint Core Strategy was still in progress but was delayed because a lot of information still needed to be gathered for the final report which had to be agreed by all 3 Councils involved.  He emphasised the importance of Parish Councils keeping him up to speed on their views for future new housing so he could then relay the comments to the SWJCS.  (AS-D arrived.)  
	JH

	5.
	County Councillor’s report.  County Cllr Hardman was not present.
	

	6.
	Planning.

6.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/09/01831/PN – Bredon Pound, Elmley Road.  Proposed rear extension to form garden room and amendment of approved garage (Ref W/03/01806/PN) to form carport and store for house type “B”.  No objections.
W/09/01402/CU – Carrant Brook Farm, Cheltenham Road.  Change of use of building 1 to a single holiday cottage and building 2 to a B! Lorry Tarpaulin manufacture and repair.  No objections in principle but concerns were raised about access onto the A46 and requested re-assurance that any necessary alterations would be made to the junction in question.

6.2 Consideration of application received after publication of the agenda.

W/09/01689/PP – Rookery Nook, Beckford Road.  To erect an oak cleft fence and arched gateway around boundary (Retrospective).  No objections.

6.3 Decisions.  None received since last meeting.

6.4 Notification of planning appeal.
APP/H1840/A/09/2110059/WF – Field Cottage, Cheltenham Road.  Demolition of existing single storey buildings and erection of a two storey extension.
	JH

	7.
	Progress reports.

7.1 Ashton Social Centre.  DC reported that the children’s activities which had been organised during the summer holiday had been very well attended. 

7.2 Bredon Hill Conservation Group.  GB reported that there had not been a meeting.

7.3 Policing Matters.  EW reported that there had been a PACT meeting but unfortunately he had been unable to attend.  He reported that there would be a Police Force open day on 23.09.09 and he would circulate the details.

7.4 Lengthsman.  The Lengthsman had made good the manhole cover between the Middle School and Northfield Farm.
	EW

	8.
	Finance.

8.1 Application for Rural Rate Relief.  It was agreed to support the application from Ashton Post Office.  JH to inform WDC.

8.2 Payments.  Copies of the current financial report were circulated.  All payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.

8.3 Bank balances.  These were accepted.

8.4 Annual Return for year ended 31.03.09 – External Auditor’s report.  The External Auditor had given an unqualified audit opinion.
	JH

	9.
	Risk Assessment.

The Risk Assessment Schedule was discussed (amended copy attached).  JH to investigate whether the PC needs insurance to cover any contractors used by the PC.
	JH

	10.
	Gypsy and Traveller Issues Scrutiny Team – Recommended Progress Review.  The PC had no comments to add to the report.
	

	11.
	Village sign.  

After JF had given a presentation it was agreed by majority (3 for, 1 against & 1 abstention) that an article should be placed in the Ashton News to gather the opinions of the residents.  EW to arrange the article.
	EW

	12.
	Correspondence.

Notification of Evesham Area Forum.  All other correspondence had been circulated as recorded on file.  
	

	13.
	Ashton Telephone Box.  

After discussion it was agreed by a majority vote (3 for, 1 against, 1 abstention) that the PC should adopt the telephone box at a cost of £1 so it would remain in place but without a service.  JH to contact BT.
	JH

	14.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.  
SH reported that he had received a request for a representative from the PC to lay a wreath on Armistice Day.  The wreath would cost £15.
	

	15.
	Date of next meeting.  10 November 2009.
	


The meeting ended at 8.58pm
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