Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council

DRAFT

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 8th March 2005 

in the Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill.

Present

	G Barnett
	Chairman
	GB

	D Cope
	Vice Chairman
	DC

	J Fletcher
	
	JF

	J Alington
	
	JPAA

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	L Pasqualin
	
	LP

	In attendance
	
	

	J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	5 members of the public
	
	


	
	
	Action

	1.
	Apologies for absence

J Aspey & A Darby (District Cllr).  L Eyre (County Cllr) to arrive late.  All accepted.

The Chairman read out Cllr Aspey’s letter of resignation, which was accepted.  Clerk to write letter of thanks to Cllr Aspey and inform WDC of casual vacancy.

Clerk to write to Dist. Cllr Darby to wish him well. 


	JH

JH

JH

	2.
	Declarations if interest.

Cllr J Fletcher declared interest in Item 11. Byrd’s Field.
	

	3.
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 January 2005.  These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	4.
	Public question time.

Q – Why is the PC wishing to buy Byrd’s Field?

A – To extend the playing fields.

Q – What is the expense involved?

The Chairman asked Cllr Fletcher to leave the room.  Cllr Fletcher’s partner was also asked to leave the room.  

A – The Chairman gave the background of Byrd’s Field becoming available and said that the decision to for the Parish council to purchase it was in principle only.  No progress could be made until Mr Byrd announced a definite decision to sell the field and stated the asking price.  Only at that point could the Parish Council call a public meeting to discuss the matter with residents.

Cllr Fletcher and his partner were asked back into the room.
	

	5.  
	County Councillor’s report.

 The Chairman read the report that had been sent by Cllr Eyre.  Copy attached. 
	

	6.
	District Councillor’s report.

Cllr Darby not present.  The Chairman informed the Council that while Cllr Darby was unable to attend meetings Cllr John Grantham would take over his planning commitments.
	

	7.
	Planning

7.1 To report planning application considered out of meeting.  None.

7.2 To consider any further applications.

W/05/00290/LB & W/05/00234/PP – Orchard House, Cottons Lane.

 Erection of single storey outbuilding.  No objections.  Clerk to inform WDC.

7.3 To report decisions.   

Approvals:  W/04/02320/PP – Hill View, Chandler’s End.  Amendment to previously approved scheme (ref. W/04/01908) to include dormer window to rear elevation.  Cllr L Pasqualin declared interest.

W/04/02247/PP – 47, Cornfield Way.  Replacement conservatory to rear.

W/04/02103/PP – Walnut Tree Cottage, Elmley Road.  Porch extension, replacement external steps and alterations.

Notice of appeal – W/04/01736/CU- The Coach House, Graham House.

Application withdrawn – W/04/02297/PN- Willow Cottage, Elmley Road.  Demolition of existing Cottage and erection of three dwellings with garaging and formation of private access drive.

7.4 To consider the formalisation of the “brown envelope” method used to consider planning applications out of meeting.

It was unanimously resolved to delegate to the Clerk the responsibility of collating the Councillors comments on planning applications considered out of meeting and forward these to WDC Planning Department.
	    JH

	8.
	Progress reports.

8.1 Clerk’s report on the insurance forum by AON.

The Clerk circulated notes of the forum and made the following points

· PC insurance also covers Steering Groups

· Buildings insurance is to cover the cost of rebuilding, site clearance and all professional fees

· Contents insurance to cover cost of replacement by new

· Need for annual re-assessment of policy/index linking

· Must inform insures of any changes at the time of change

· Fidelity guarantee – the internal audit function must take place on a monthly basis

· PAT – portable appliance should be checked on a regular basis

· Risk assessment- to include trees that are the responsibility of PC and stiles etc on footpaths

· Records to be kept of inspections

8.2 Clerk’s report on employment briefing.

The Clerk gave a brief outline of the information received and is to circulate all information in preparation for the Clerk’s annual salary review at the next PC meeting.

Clerk reported that BT would be removing the new telegraph pole in Elmley Road and placing the lines underground.
	     JH

	9.
	Finance   The RFO circulated the current financial report.  Copy attached.

9.1 To approve payments.  All payments approved.

9.2 To receive bank balance.  Current bank balance accepted.

9.3 To consider a donation for the upkeep of the Parish minibus.

It was agreed in principle to make a donation to the upkeep of the Parish minibus.  Clerk to contact other PC’s in the group of Churches that use the minibus to see if they also intend to make a donation. 

9.4 To consider the request for a donation by the WRVS.

It was agreed to donate £50.00 to the WRVS.

9.5 To consider the appointment of an Independent Internal Auditor.

It was agreed to re-appoint Mr Iain Selkirk.  Clerk to confirm.

9.6  To consider the application for Rural Rate Relief by Ashton-under-Hill Post Office.  It was unanimously agreed to support this application.  Clerk to inform WDC.
	JH

JH

JH

JH

	10.
	Grass cutting.  
To consider grass cutting quotation for 2005.  The quotation was unanimously agreed.  Clerk to confirm with Mr R Keen.
	JH

	11.
	Byrd’s Field update.  No further progress.
	

	12.
	Lengthsman Scheme.   Necessary insurance in progress.
	

	13.
	Correspondence

Letter from Mr & Mrs Welton, Wynch House re Safer Routes to School Scheme.  General discussion of scheme to follow after arrival C Cllr Eyre.

All other correspondence previously circulated. 


	

	14.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda.

Donations to charities to be put on the next agenda.

Bus shelter reported to be in a poor state of repair.

Parish plan is progressing.  Major concern of villagers is the amount of dog fouling.  To be addressed in the Newsletter.

Accident at the Cross.  Clerk to contact Police to obtain an incident number to enable claim from insurance company.

A newspaper article concerning planning permission being reliant upon upfront payments was brought to the attention of the Council.  Clerk to write to WDC Planning Department to request claification.
	JH

JH

JH

	15.
	Date of next meeting.

10 May 2005 at 7.30pm.  This will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting and a Parish Council meeting.
	

	
	Meeting ended at 8.05pm.
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