Last Tuesday Wychavon DC approved the South Worcestershire Development Plan – draft Preferred Options Document - for Public Consultation, subject to some minor essential revisions.

The vote in favour was almost unanimous with only one abstention and no votes against.  On the same evening Worcester City and Malvern Hills DC also approved the draft document – although in the case of Malvern Hills this was only by the Chairman’s casting vote.  
In the discussion it was stressed that what was approved was a document for consultation and that the final plan might well look rather different.  I seconded the proposal, but stressed that I had concerns about the vagueness of the policies relating to the protection of the built heritage and natural environment, which I hope would be tightened up in the final plan.  I also pointed out that there were inconsistencies between the latest version of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment and the village sites identified in the Preferred Options document.  In the case of Ashton under Hill the SHLAA says the site on station road would allow 20 houses while the Preferred Options only has 6.  You will have the chance to make your comments in the autumn and I would urge you to do so.  The plan will also allow for rural exception sites, and there will still be the possibility of infilling within your present development boundary. However if you feel that you will need more  -or less- housing up till 2030 you should make the case.
There is nothing to report under current planning applications.  It should be noted that the Wychavon District Local Plan has now expired although most of its policies have been ‘saved’ until they are replaced by the new SWDP.  However the longer we are without the new plan the more vulnerable we are to ‘planning by appeal’.  In particular, until the new plan is adopted Wychavon may have difficulty in showing that it has a five-year housing supply and may lose appeals on this score.  At the moment this requirement is still being judged against the housing numbers proposed by the old Regional Spatial Strategy which are 20% higher than those which are likely to emerge under the new SWDP.

