



Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11 September 2007-09-04 at 7.30pm in the Green Room, Ashton-under-Hill

Present
	J Fletcher
	Chairman
	JF

	S Hague
	Vice Chairman
	SH

	R Satchell
	
	RS

	A Sanger-Davies
	
	AS-D

	E Williams
	
	EW

	In attendance

J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH

	A Hardman
	County Councillor
	AH


Action
	1.
	Apologies.  Apologies were received, and accepted, from Cllr G Barnett and Cllr Mrs D Cope.  District Cllr A Darby had also sent apologies.
	

	2.
	Declarations of interest.  None declared.
	

	3.
	Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10 July 2007.

These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
	

	4.
	Public question time. No members of the public were present.
	

	5.
	District Councillor’s report.  District Cllr Darby had reported by ‘phone that the he would strongly resist the proposal to move towards fortnightly refuse collection.  He also reported that he had requested that the planning application for Northfield Farm should go to committee.
	

	6.
	County Councillor’s report.  
Flooding – The cost for the repair of flood damage was rising.  Although WDC were the lead authority in this WCC were to carry out its own investigation.  He said that although regular ditch and drain maintenance was vital he thought that little could have completely alleviated the effects of the July storms.  The NFU were encouraging farmers to contour plough so to regulate the flow of surface water from hills.  The flood damage at the top of Cottons Lane would be repaired next month although it is technically bridleway.
Roads – Across the county there was a problem with repairing urban unclassified road in that since the review of speed limits, when those roads with a 30mph limit were extended, the budget had remained the same.  However there is to be a re-alignment of priorities and more repairs should be possible on these roads in the future.  Although Elmley Road is unclassified, grade 4/5, AH will endeavour to get it upgraded, under the governments new code, because of the heavy traffic from schools.

The Chairman thanked AH for the work that already had been done.  The Chairman also thanked SH, AS-D and the many residents who had worked unstintingly during the floods.

AS-D reported that the occupiers of Orchard House had cleared the drains themselves.  AH said that WCC was now aware that these should be cleared twice a year.  AH to keep the Council posted.
	

	7.
	Planning.

7.1 Applications considered out of meeting.

W/07/01360/CU – Northfield Farm, Elmley Road.  Change of use to proposed twenty caravan touring site in place of a five Caravan Club licensed site and rallies.

Refusal was recommended on the following grounds:

1.  Traffic issues - The main access to the site is via Elmley Road, Ashton-under-Hill, which is already overburdened with a large volume of traffic including the several coaches and cars that service the two schools in the village. The surface of Elmley Road, a minor road, is, at present, in a very poor state of repair and awaiting attention.  If the proposed development was to be approved the road surface would deteriorate even more quickly due to the extra activity associated with a 20 caravan touring site, a 400% increase on its present status. 

2. Congestion - Parking in the village is at a premium.  Many residents have no alternative but to park in the road so decreasing the usable width of the carriageway to one vehicle width.  It is not uncommon for coaches and lorries to mount the curb on their way through the village causing the obvious damage and danger to pedestrians.  This will only be exacerbated by extra caravans using the road to access the caravan site.
7.2 Applications received after publication of the agenda.  None received.
7.3 Decisions
Approval

W/07/01078/PP – Hollymount, Elmley Road.  Proposed conservatory.
	

	8.
	Progress reports.

8.1 Footpaths.  The Footpath Warden had reported that he had been given approval from WCC to divert some of the P3 funding for this year to cover the cost of flood damage repair work.  He also reported that considerable help had been received from Mr Smith of Shaw Green Farm and Mr R Hughes without which one of the most used bridleways would have remained in a dangerous condition for many weeks.  The Council gave a vote of thanks to those concerned.  JH to write a letter of thanks to both.
8.2 Lengthsman.  As there had been no response to the advertisement for a Lengthsman it was agreed to defer this until the next financial when, hopefully, the scheme would be run again.
8.3 Social Centre.  There was no report available.
8.4 Dog waste bins.  It was agreed to place one bin at the top of Bakers Lane and one on the corner of Dark Lane.  JF to contact WDC to organise a site visit to position the bins.
8.5 Clerk’s report on Urgent Decisions taken since the last meeting.  JH reported that she had ordered, and had delivered, 2 tons of sand for sandbags. 
	JH

JF



	9.
	Finance.

9.1 Payments.  All payments were agreed and the cheques were signed.
9.2 Bank balance.  This was accepted.
9.3 External Auditor’s report 2006/07.  The report was read to the meeting and JH reported that the only minor hitch was that a minute reference had initially been omitted.  The relevant notices had been posted. 
9.4 Litter bin for the bus shelter.  It was agreed to purchase 2 for the price of one.  The other bin to replace the one by the W>I> notice board.  JH to order and request delivery to JF who will site them.
9.5 The Council’s internal financial controls.  It was agreed that EW would take charge of the monthly domestic audit.  JH pointed out that the Council’s Risk Management needed urgent review.  This to be put on the next agenda.
	JF

JH

TW

JH

	10.
	New Model Code of Conduct.

By majority the Council resolved to adopt the Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils, as published by the Standards Board for England, excluding Section 12(2) of the Local Authorities Model Code of Conduct 2007.


	

	11.
	Bus shelter.  It was agreed to obtain a quote from Mr Phil Scarrott to make a facia for the bus shelter from the green oak already purchased.
	JF

	12.
	Flood Warden.  SH volunteered to take on the post of Flood Warden.  All agreed.  His contact details to be published on the village website and in the Ashton News.
	

	13.
	Correspondence.  All correspondence had been previously circulated as on file.
	

	14.
	Councillors’ reports and items for future agendas.

Housing Needs Survey – the promised update had not been received.  To be an agenda item for November.
RS reported that Elmley Road had suffered considerable congestion during a recent motorbike rally.
	JH

	15.
	Date of next meeting.  13 November 2007.
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