Ashton-under-Hill Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th September 2004 

In the Green Room,  Ashton-under-Hill.

Present:

	G Barnett
	Chairman
	GB

	D Cope
	Vice Chairman
	DC

	L Pasqualin
	
	LP

	J Alington
	
	JAL

	Mrs Gill Collin
	Head of Planning
	GC

	In Attendance:
	
	

	J Hopkins
	Clerk
	JH


	
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Cllrs J Aspey, J Fletcher and R Satchell. Also from County Councillor L Eyre and District Councillor A Darby.  All apologies accepted.
	

	2
	Declaration of interest in items on the agenda.

2.1 Information update from Clerk – In the light of the query raised regarding declaration of interests (see Minutes 13.7.04, 2.3) the Clerk reported that she had checked the position of those Cllrs who also served on the ASC Committee in this matter with Ian Marshall of the Legal Department.  The Clerk had been informed that as both the ASCC and AuHPC were striving for the good of the same community that any interest would come under Personal Interest. Thus any Cllr in this position would be able to remain in the meeting to debate and vote.  She also reminded the Council that it was the responsibility of the individual Cllr to declare any interest. The Clerk offered Cllrs a copy of “The Good Councillor’s Guide”.

2.2 Personal Interest –None

2.3 Prejudicial – D Cope declared interest in item 9 on the agenda.
	

	3
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 July 2004.  The minutes were signed as agreed.
	

	4
	County Councillor’s Report.

The email report was read out by the Chairman. Copy attached.
	

	5
	District Councillor’s Report.  Adrian Darby not present.
	

	6
	Planning

a) The Chairman welcomed Mrs Gill Collin Head of Planning who went on to explain various aspects of the planning system including the Local Plan Review and the appeal process.  She then invited questions and discussed with the Council three decisions that had given particular concern.  (Accacia Cottage, Karranta, and Plough Cottage.)  Mrs Collin is to look into the latest plans for “Karranta” as they appear to be of a different scale from the ones originally submitted for outline permission.

Mrs Collin pointed out that it was advantageous for the comments of the Parish Council to be as full as possible and to state when any comment was unanimous.  Mrs Collin is to chase BT regarding the removal of the 2 newly erected poles in Elmley Road.

b) Applications considered out of meeting.

W/04/01197/PP April Cottage. No objections.

W/04/01267/LB Walnut Thatch. No objections.

W/04/01435/LB Plough Cottage.  No objections.

W/04/01434/PP Plough Cottage.  No objections.

c) To consider any further planning applications.

W/04/01656/RM Karranta – Erection single storey dwelling.  Mrs Collin to check.  See above.

W/04/01485/CU The Old Barn, Elmley Road.  No objections.

Notice of Appeal – APP/H1840/04/1150521 – Long Carrant Caravan Park, Cheltenham Road.  To be held on 28 September 2004.

d) To report decisions.

Approvals:  W/04/01267/LB Walnut Thatch

W/04/01264/PP Walnut Thatch.


	   GC

   GC

   GC

	7
	Progress reports

 Footpaths.  J Aspey by email – To meet Patrick White, WCC Rights of Way on 15/9/04 to discuss possibility of extending/reviving path north of the playing fields parallel with Elmley Road.  Ploughing of paths east of Elmley Road also to be discussed.

Nuisance in the village – article for Ashton News held in abeyance as 3 culprits have been identified and apologised to the householders.  Incident reported to Police to establish potential for investigation.

Telephone box – JAL reported that BT is to put lighting in the box.
	

	8
	Finance

a) To receive bank balance to date. Accepted unanimously.

b)To approve payments (separate sheet attached).  All payments unanimously agreed.

c) St. Barbara’s Church Grant.  Unanimously agreed to continue with the grant.  

d) ½ yearly budget update.  Clerk circulated table showing expenditure to date and that which is foreseeable for the remaining part of the financial year.  Copy attached.
	

	9
	Parish Lengthsman Scheme.

Cllr Cope withdrew from the discussion table.

a) The Chairman read out the letters expressing interest in the scheme from Mr S Cope and Mr R Keen.  The Chairman then had no further part in the debate.  After discussion it was unanimously decided to offer Mr Cope the lengthsman work.  Clerk to contact Mr Cope and Mr Keen.

b) To discuss the preferred method for the Council to liase with the lengthsman for the instruction of work to be carried out.  It was agreed to ask Cllr Aspey if he would be responsible for this in conjunction with the Clerk. 
	     JH

	10
	Byrd’s Field.
The Chairman proposed that the meeting be called into Private Session for this item.  This was agreed unanimously.

The proposal was put forward that the Parish Council should seek to acquire the Byrd’s Land that lies adjacent to the playing fields.  All agreed.

The Clerk reported that there had been no reply to the letters sent to Mr Byrd and his agent Mr Dawes.


	

	11
	Clerk’s Contract of Employment

This was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
	

	12
	Correspondence.

WDC Review of parish electoral arrangements.  Council happy with present status.  Clerk to reply.

WDC Parking restrictions.  Notification that WDC is now responsible for this.  Posters placed on notice board.

Ashton Community Centre.  Requesting the Parish Council to write to Mr & Mrs Deparis, Maybert, asking them to remove the things they have placed outside their boundary which are encroaching on the playing fields and part of a public footpath.


	     JH

     JH

	13
	Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda.

For next agenda – Village Plan Update.  Village Website Update.

Storm damage reported to the surround of manhole cover outside Mirabelle, Elmley Road.  Clerk to contact Highways Dept. 


	    JH

	14
	Date of next meeting.  9th November 2004.
	


Meeting ended at 9.55pm.
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