Ashton under Hill Parish Council Report 
County Councillor Adrian Hardman

Dear Councillors and Parishioners

I am sorry that I can't be with you in person tonight but unfortunately I am on my annual week's holiday in Aberdeenshire visiting my wife's cousins and I am aware that I failed to make your first meeting as a new Parish Council.  So I will endeavour to ensure that I am at your next meeting on the 13th September 2011, but your Chairman did raise one or two issues with me. 
 I am afraid I think it is unlikely and I have looked at this issue before that we are going to be able to persuade the bus operators not to use Rabbit Lane.  They are against using the A46 because they see that the question of safety is more dangerous on the main road than on using Rabbit Lane.  In an ideal world we would not be channelling them along this lane.
 I would just ask further guidance because I think it is possible that we can get some action done on the footway from Old Manor Farm to Willow Close in the fairly near future, because I do worry that any action that the County Council would undertake on this footpath would damage the prominent Cedar tree which is in an area of outstanding natural beauty and in the conservation area, but I will, if the Parish Council instruct me to do so, start conversations with the District Councils tree officer to see if we can find a remedy that would keep the historic nature of the street scene at that part of the Village.
 You are obviously flagging up to me in A,10  that you think the footway to the Groatan needs some work and I would be grateful if you could confirm that and I will get the inspectors out to have a look at it.  

On a more positive note I understand that the Gorse Hill footpaths which have been an on running bone of contention with the residents on the top side, will be done by the County Council in this financial year  and I continue to press the County Council to undertake further works in Rabbit Lane and indeed over the next 2 years, having looked up the County Council's plan for the area, we are indeed intending to do some work on that stretch of road which would bring it back into a better condition, now that we have fixed the cross culvert at the bottom of Grafton.
One other issue I would just like to raise - The County Council has started a Members Divisional Fund to promote community projects in their divisions.  This gives a County Councillor some money to spend by amalgamating a series of other dedicated funds over the next two years and I would be very interested to hear of any applications from community groups or other groups from the Ashton under Hill area, and if the Parish Council could possibly give that some thought I would be grateful.

I look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Thank you

Adrian Hardman

Your County Councillor

